Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
March 31, 2019 Fourth Sunday of Lent

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Dogs have always been a part of our household. There never
was a time when we didn’t have one at home. Growing up, I’ve
watched and observed dogs at their play and work.
Have you watched the dog hang its head when it is scolded? It
grovels. It tries to wheedle its way back into good graces. To us
humans, it looks as if it is saying, “I’m really, really, sorry for what
I did and please, please, please, please forgive me. I will do any
base thing you want!” Poor dog.
And poor prodigal son in the gospel of this weekend! Happy as
an animal up on your Easter table, he spent his father’s money
on riotous living in a faraway country. Obviously, he would run
out of wealth, but he was having too much fun to notice. Finally,
a terrible famine hit the country and this once pampered youth
now fell to simply feeding somebody’s herd of pigs. At this point
he would have been happy just to gobble up some swine husks.
It took a while for the truth to get through to him- what he had
done to himself and to his family. First, he noticed that he was
starving. Then he made a forced and slightly humble decision to
go back to his father and ask for mercy. He hung his head just
like dogs do. “Please, please, please forgive me!”
Imagine dragging yourself down the jagged road to your father’s
estate, practicing your speech over and over: “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to
be called your son; treat me as you would treat one of your hired
workers.”
You and I may have our fears. Often, we are terrified that will
respond with rage when we sin. So, we make a Lenten “firm
purpose of amendment,” or a New Year’s promise or whatever
else. We want to be “worthy” before God, with our sins hidden.
But, please, pay very close attention to the young man’s father in
the parable. The “worthiness” of his son is not at all an issue for
him. He spots his prodigal son far down the road; the boy still
memorizing his lines. Did his father fold his arms and put on an
angry face? Not at all. He sets out running. See them meet,
enveloped by the thirsty road-dust. He embraces and kisses his
son. The boy tries to blunder out his lines. “I have sinned terribly!
I am no longer worthy of …”
His father drowns him out, calling for the finest robe in the house,
plus a ring for the young man’s finger, sandals for his feet, and a
huge banquet for celebration. He understands. He is ecstatic that
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his son came home.
Apply that now to you and me. Watch as our own shame says
to God, “Father, I am a no good. I am totally unworthy. You
must be very angry.
“I know what you have done, child,” says God. “You needn’t
cower. You are precious to me, and not because you never sin
but because I love you. Come, come, have back your sisters,
brothers, neighbors and, most of all, your Father. Let me hug
you.”
Because God holds us so close to his heart, he is most willing
to absorb the losses we inflict. Even if we were to join forces
with evil in the world, God would wait, invite and welcome us
back with open arms. This is God’s Lenten message.
By the way, notice that Jesus’ arms are wide open on the cross.
On Tuesday April 9th, we have an opportunity to be reconciled
to God and to one another. Several priests from nearby
parishes will be here to assist us with the sacrament of
reconciliation. Come and avail of the forgiving mercy that God
is. No questions asked!
Blessings, Fr. William
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Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust
and faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.

Kathy Alden, Jim Altomare, Sophia Anderson,
Larry Balbierz, Jim Bargioni, Stan Barnickel, John Barry,
Rowan Burton, Burt, Dan Calloway, Jack & Kay Calloway,
Jack & Doris Cherian, Rosemary Click, Robert Clark,
Barbara Quevedo Davis, Jennifer Dean, Anna DeLaRosa,
Anita & Bill Dennis, Tim Dorr, Joyce Fellows,
Hugh & Rosemarie Ferguson, Tom Flaherty, Diane Fowlar,
Charlie Freitas, Tree Gorman, Bill Hendershot,
George & Maureen Heuga, Marie Hill, Kevin Hillman,
Norm & Mark Jokerst, David & Ken Kinyon, Rose Minh Le,
Dorothy Le Brane, Candida Rosa Lezama,
Ramon Llenado, Bob Mason, Carolyn Mayer,
Judy McKenney, Emma Mendelssohn, Ann Narloch,
Betsy Noga, Kevin O’Brien, Pete & Daisy Pedersen,
Sofia Pella, Fernando Perez, Roger Peters, Mike Pollard,
John Quintanilla, Henry Reynoso, Randy Rudd,
Joanne Rupert, Mary Ann Sams, Patricia Scott,
Helen Smith, Melody & Sandy Smith, Janette Starke,
Barbara Stavros, Terry Tanner, Virginia Taylor,
Sharla Vohs, Emily West,
Pray for the Deceased
Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for their lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Wanda Cianfichi, Barry Cleaverdon, Peter Corona,
Joanne Kinch, Rose Ming Le, Patricia Mattern,
Fr. Paul Minnihan, Br. John Dominic Ruegg, Alina Seminiaro
Dan Tonelli, Anthony Ujdur, Jose Vergara, Doris Yamamoto

Pray, Always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily, Mon-Sat at 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week let’s pray for
the Stations of the Cross Ministers

First Friday Rosary

T

he Rosary will be recited following the 8:30am
Mass on Friday April 5 for the First Friday
Devotion
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Weekly Meeting Schedule
8:00-8:25 am
1:00-4:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
8:00-8:25am
9:30-10:30am
12:00-2:30pm
7:30-9:30pm

Monday, April 1, 2019
Rosary Group
St. Vincent de Paul, workforce
Catholicism Series
RCIA Retreat
Tuesday, April 2, 2019

Church
Cmns Library
FF Hall
Cmns Rm. 2

Rosary Group
Contemplative Prayer
DLS Moms Prayer Group
Grief Ministry
Wednesday, April 3, 2019
Rosary Group
Yoga
Liturgy Committee
Children’s Choir
Alpha
Lectors of the Week
Knights of Columbus
Adult Choir
Thursday, April 4, 2019
Rosary Group
Family Life
Friday, April 5 2019
Rosary Group
First Friday Rosary
AA
Stations of the Cross
Soup Supper
Saturday, April 6, 2019

Church
Rectory Parlor
Cmns Library
Vista

8:00-8:25 am

Rosary Group

Church

9:00am-3:30pm

Eucharistic Adoration

Cmns Library

9:00am-3:00pm

Diocesan Cursillo

Church

8:00-8:25am
9:30-11:30am
1:00-3:00pm
4:00-5:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
7:30-9:00pm
8:00-8:25 am
2:15-3:30pm
8:00-8:25 am
9:00-9:30am
11:30am-1pm
6:30-7:00pm
7:00-8:30pm

Church
Vista
Cmns Rm. 3
Church
Vista
Office
Cmns Library
Church
Church
Cmns Rm. 3

Mass Schedule
Mon. April 1, 2019
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
Is 65:17-21 / Jn 4:43-54
8:30am
In Memory of Austin Lemak
Tues. April 2, 2019 †St. Francis of Paola
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
Ez 47:1-9,12 / Jn 5:1-16
8:30am
In Memory of Betty Ricco
Wed. April 3, 2019
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings
Is 49:8-15 / Jn 5:17-30
8:30:
In Memory of Leonila Sanchez
Thurs. April 4, 2019 †St. Isidore
†Daily Mass
8:30am
Readings:
Ex 32:7-14 / Jn 5:31-47
8:30am
In Memory of John Burns
Fri. April 5, 2019 †St. Vincent Ferrer
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
Wis 2:1a,12-22 / Jn 7:1-2,10,25-30
8:30am
In Memory of Taihee Dewes
Sat. April 6, 2019
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
Jer 11:18-20 / Jn 7:40-53
8:30am
In Memory of Joseph Bonella
†Sunday Vigil Liturgy: 5:00pm
5:00pm
In Memory of Nanette Rodormer
Sun , April 7, 2019 Fifth Sunday of Lent
†Sunday Masses: 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am and 5:00pm
Readings:
Is 43:16-21 / Phil 3:8-14 / Jn 8:1-11
9:00am
In Memory of Cege McGrath
11:00am
In Memory of Flori DiMatteo
5:00pm
In Memory of Fran Scalla
I

Church
Church
FF Rms. ABC
Church
Vista

8:00am-3:00pm

Diocesan Cursillo

Vista

4:00-4:30 pm

Parish Reconciliation

Church

Sunday April 7, 2019
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word

Vista Annex

12:00-2:00pm

Family Faith Formation

FF Building

3:30-5:00 pm

Choir practice - Youth

Church

5:00-6:00pm

Third Scrutiny RCIA

Church

Parish Pictures during Lent and Easter
To see our parish pictures throughout this Lenten season and
Easter go to our website: sjvianney.org, news and events,
photo and video gallery.

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
The stewardship message in the parable of the prodigal son is
that it is never too late to become a good steward. Blessed is
the elder brother who has been a good steward all along, but
blessed, too, is the prodigal son, who had to lose all he had in
order to understand the value ow shat he’d been given.
Collection on March 23 & 24, 2019
Plate Collections including mailed checks
Online Donations
Total Collections
Weekly Goal
Shortfall
Year to date excess 2019

$ 10,055.00
$ 4,947.00
$ 15,002.00
$19,608.00
$( 4,606.00)
$17,320.50
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St. John Vianney Parish Life: Prayer, Worship, Service, Formation and Hospitality

F

RCIA Scrutinies

or the next three weeks, we will
participate in the Scrutinies at various
Masses. The Scrutinies are rites of
purification and enlightenment for those
who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In
this rite, we uncover and heal what is weak and bring out and
strengthen what is good. Once we have named thos
weaknesses and strengths, we pray a prayer of exorcism over
our Elect. A prayer of exorcism is a prayer for strength for
anyone who is not baptized. This is a beautiful and ancient rite
of the church. It can be a very powerful experience for those
who are seeking initiation at Easter as well as those of us who
are fully initiated.

Stations of the Cross

T

he Stations of the Cross are
prayed each Friday evening
during Lent here at St John
Vianney beginning at 6:30 pm.
This year you will have the opportunity and option to attend any
or all of three events that includes the Stations of the Cross,
Simple Soup Supper and Father William’s talk on being Called
and Gifted.
Stations of the Cross are a way to pray and meditate on
Christ's sacrifice for us. The Stations are meant to help people
to make, in spirit, a pilgrimage to the chief scenes of Christ's
sufferings and death. There are many narratives used to assist
in meditation that allow users to put themselves into the scenes
of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection.
Please join us on Friday nights in Lent for the Stations of the
Cross at 6:30pm in the Church followed by Simple Soup
Suppers at 7pm in the Vista.

San Damiano Lenten Experiences
During Lent San Damiano Retreat Center is
offering Taize Prayer Service on
Wednesday evenings from 7pm to 8pm.
“Facing the Love of God” Contemplative
Prayer on Thursday evenings from 7pm-8pm and Saturday
Morning Stations of the Cross from 9:30am-10:30am. All these
Lenten Experiences are free.
The Retreat Center is located at 710 Highland Drive in
Danville. The phone number for information is (925) 837-9141.

Join Us for
Alpha for Teens, starting
Wednesday, March 13th
ALPHA for Teens is a contemporary
exploration of the Christian Faith that
helps young people explore the character and history of Christ.
The 7-week series meets on Wednesday evenings from 7-9pm
in the Faith Formation Hall, and includes food, film and
fellowship. The short films are shot at locations all over the
world and show youth from different countries sharing their
views on faith. There is small group discussion about different
weekly topics, like “Who is Jesus?” and “Prayer: why and how
do I pray?”.
Alpha for Teens runs from Wednesday, March 13th through
Wednesday, May 8th. High School teens can sign up online on
the SJV website or they can sign up in person at Faith
Formation. Teens are encouraged to bring friends of any faith
to join us in this journey of faith and discovery.

What is Alpha and Why Should I Care
Alpha is an opportunity to explore life and the Christian faith in a
friendly, open and informal environment. No pressure. No follow
up. No Charge. Alpha runs in churches,
coffee bars, shops and homes all over
the world. Typically, Alpha has about
eleven sessions and includes food, a
short video presentation and time at the
end where you can share your thoughts.
There is also the opportunity to
participate in a half-day retreat on the
Saturday following the sixth session. The Alpha Course is open
to anyone—those who currently have a faith connection or
those who are curious about exploring Christianity but are not
yet ready to commit to church.
St. John Vianney is running our Spring Alpha courses,
Wednesday evenings from February 13 through May 8 from
7pm-9pm. All Alpha sessions will be held in Mullen Commons
(behind the church) and will begin with a free meal. The
sessions should last roughly two hours. Please fee free to join
us for any or all of the sessions. Sign-up at the back of the
church.
And if you’re not sure about signing up, but find your curiosity is
piqued, please drop in to any Alpha session
Questions, contact Liz Rogers, lrogers@sjvianney.org or call
(925) 939-7911 ext. 125
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T

hank you to all of the volunteers who
called for, donated, prepared food,
served and or worked on the clean up crew
for the recent Bereavement Hospitality
Receptions for Wanda Cianfichi and Jackie
Smith. Your time, talents and service are greatly appreciated.

Family Life Ministry
MOMS Ministry Stations of the Cross
Moms of all ages and stages please join us on
Wednesday Morning April 10 from 9:30am to
11am for Stations of the Cross. A time of
prayerful meditation and of sharing with other women. If you
find it challenging to attend the evening Stations of the Cross
and Soup Suppers with your young children please join us in
the morning and introduce your children to the Way of the
Cross.

Senior Social
Our next social is scheduled for April 12, 11:30am—2:30pm in
the Mullen Commons Vista. Come hang out, socialize, and
meet new people. This is also a great opportunity to renew and
invigorate old friendships. Singles, widows, widowers,
divorced, separated and couples are all welcome. The cost is
$5 and includes lunch.
You can sign up at www.sjvianney.org or call the Parish Office
at (925) 939-7911 x0. Also, mark your calendars for the
following date: May 17.

Senior Book Club
The Senior Social sponsors a Book Club that
meets for an hour after lunch at each social. To
join just read the book of the month and show up. .
April’s book is Ordinary Grace by Kent Kreuger

SJV Summer Campout
Save the date for the SJV Family Life Ministry Summer
Campout that will be held from the evening of July 26 thru
11am July 28. signups will begin in the early spring. More
information will be available on the website soon. If you have
questions you can reach out to Carmen deTapia
(carmeng.de.tapia@gmail.com)
or
Debbie
White
(dwhite@astound.net)
Additional questions regarding Family
Life Ministry can be directed to Jerry
Mellin at jerryfmellin@gmail.com or at
(925) 787-8865.
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Bishop’s Appeal
This year’s theme, Rebuild My
Church, was the message
Jesus Christ spoke to St.
Francis. At first, Francis took the
assignment literally, physically
restoring the abandoned chapel
at San Damiano. Later, he came to understand his mission in
a more spiritual sense: to return the church to the radical
simplicity of the Gospel, the spirit of poverty, and the image of
Christ in the poor. Soon other people joined Francis in his life
of poverty, dedicating their lives to the teachings of Christ and
by doing so, “Rebuilding Christ’s Church.”
Bishop Barber’s mission is to build up Christ’s Church in the
Diocese of Oakland by focusing on three pillars: the Sunday
Mass experience; practicing spiritual and corporal works of
mercy; and helping people become missionary disciples.
Please support this program which supports not only those
relying on Diocesan Programs such as Clergy Support and
CYO programs, but also our Parishes and Schools in our
Diocese that cannot support themselves. Please turn in the
card mailed to your home, look for a Bishop’s Appeal envelope
at Church and mark that your donation is for S.t John Vianney
parish or connect to their donation page from our website. Let
us all own and take responsibility to “Rebuild our Lord’s
Church”.

Transforming Lives Tour
Catholic Charities of the East Bay is the
social services arm of the Diocese of
Oakland and one of the largest provider
of social services throughout Alameda
and Contra Costa Counties. We help families in need and who
are marginalized. To learn more about YOUR nonprofit and
how you can volunteer and get more engaged, sign up for our
next Catholic Charities Transforming Lives Tour on Tuesday
April 9. You will learn about:
Preventing homelessness
Helping young people stay in school, despite pervasive
community violence
Crisis and family support for victims of crime
Immigration legal services and refugee resettlement
To register, please visit http://www.cceb.org/get-involved/
transforming-lives-tour/
For more information, contact Stephan Pippen at
spippen@cceb.org or 510.768.3133
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St. Vincent de Paul
Fifth Sunday Collection

Being a Good Steward of Lent
Every liturgical season has its natural stewardship connection,
providing seasonal focus and themes for spiritual growth.
Perhaps no season is as rich as Lent in providing a
springboard for exploration, reflection, and transformation. As
people who hope to lead others to a fuller expression of
discipleship as Christian stewards, let us consider Lent as a
gift which we are called to steward well.
Part of our Catholic culture: I often tell leaders who are
ready to adopt new practices or deepen current ones that
Lent has great potential, because Catholics will do things
during Lent that they will not do any other time of the year!
Whether we were baptized as infants or were initiated as
adults, Lent is a season that connects to our daily lives. The
three traditional practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving
lead us to live each day as good stewards who put God first
and who think about and act on behalf of others.
We are invited to turn our lives about, to embrace the way of
Christ as people who are truly committed to grow in his selfgiving way.
Source: International Catholic Stewardship Council, Catholic Stewardship March ebulletin. Excerpt of article by Leisa Anslinger, Associate Department Director for
Pastoral Life, Archdiocese of Cincinnati.

Divine Mercy Sunday
Divine Mercy Sunday is observed on the first
Sunday after Easter, April 28th this year. The
Feast was instituted by Pope John Paull II (now
Saint) to encourage the prayer of the Chaplet
and Novena based on Jesus’ revelations to
Sister (now Saint) Faustina Kowalski on Divine Mercy. Many
Graces are granted to those who say the Chaplet on that
Sunday. In additions, a nine-day Novena to Divine Mercy can
be said beginning Good Friday to which ever graces are
attached.
Divine Mercy pamphlets are available in the back of the
Church and will be in the pews.

This weekend is our fifth Sunday collection for the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul at St. John
Vianney Church. It is through this special collection that our
parish reaches out to those in need within our community.
The funds raised will make it possible for our parish to help
many low-income families in our community with food, gas,
rent & utility assistance and other essentials.
All the funding for this important mission comes from fifthSunday collections that occur four times throughout the year.
Please be generous in giving what you can so that we can
help our neighbors in need.
And, if you have a heart for reaching out to those in need, we
invite you to consider joining this wonderful ministry. Here are
some of the ways you can help us serve our community: We
meet with needy families and individuals in office and home
visits to provide much needed assistance. Our SVdP retail
stores in Pleasant Hill, Pittsburg and Brentwood are in
desperate need of volunteers to help sort and tag donated
merchandise. We also need people with expertise in on-line
sales to expand our efforts to sell items on eBay We are
always on the look-out for serviceable used cars. Please
consider donating your next ‘trade-in’ or the car you no longer
need to us.
If you are interested in helping with any of these activities,
please contact Kathy Dasso at katdas9@aol.com for more
information.

Eucharistic Adoration
You are invited to spend some personal time in
prayer with Jesus in The Blessed Sacrament on
Saturday, April 6 in the Mullen Commons Library
from 9am to 3:30pm
Visits long or short are welcome.
Benediction will immediately follow the closing of Adoration at
3:30pm.
For information to join the Eucharistic Adoration Ministry, call
Andy or Dotty Leven at (925) 933-9241

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Faith Formation Program for 3-6 year olds
coming this Fall to St. John Vianney.
Join us for an informational gathering on
Saturday April 27 at 9:30am to learn about this Montessori
based faith formation program. We will meet in the Faith
Formation Building. Children are welcome.
Please email Shannon Rogers with questions:
srogers@sjvianney.org

