Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
December 23, 2018 Fourth Sunday of Advent

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Welcome...and Merry Christmas! Whoever you are and wherever
you may be in your journey of faith, you’re most welcome to St.
John Vianney Catholic Church. Whether you’re here with us for
the first time, the first time in a long while or a parishioner, we’re
glad you’re at St. John Vianney. We’re glad you’ve made this
your home for Christmas! We have waited in eager and joyful
anticipation for the birth of Jesus, our Prince of Peace, and we,
the Community of St. John Vianney have also waited joyfully for
you to be with us today. We encourage you to make yourself at
home.
You’ll notice we’ve decked our halls to celebrate The First
Noel...At Christmas, as we celebrate a “God-with-us”, we realize
that He’s more: a “God as us”, and quite literally so. Christmas is
an event that changed the world once and for all. That “God is
with us in our weakness, in our brokenness and in our infirmity” is
the one Good News that humanity cannot do without. That’s why
we sing, “It’s the most wonderful time of the Year!”
“Every child that come into the world comes with the message
that God is not yet tired of us humans”, said Rabindranath
Tagore. This is all the more true with the Baby of Bethlehem: “For
God so loved the world that He gave His Only Son that ...we
might have eternal life”… Our God is one who loves and give; He
give and forgives. The sun only shines, and God only loves.
Christmas is proof that God is not a theory; it shows that God is
real. “Silent Night, Holy Night” always brings “Joy to the
World”!
We, the Parish Community of St. John Vianney are a Church that
worships and prays; a place of learning that uides and teaches,
and a home that loves and gives. It’s not just a place but a
people that meets you where you are, accepts you for who you
are, and invites you to become what you’re called to become. St
John Vianney parish is a way to become what God wants you to
become.
We believe that God gathers us together as a community of
sisters and brothers to live and love, and so, together we create
the space and place that allows us to fully explore and express
our faith and the wonders of his love: a place to belong.
We’re called to support, sustain and nurture one another’s faith.
Rooted in Catholic traditions, we live our Gospel values having
Christian love as our distinctive mark of identity even as we heal

WELCOME

Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of faith,
hope and love. We strive to foster our spiritual growth
and share the gifts God has given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney Parish,
registration forms are in the back of the church, on our
website www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish
Office. For your convenience you may drop off a
completed form in the collection baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St. John
Vianney community. Is God calling you to become a
part of this important work of the people of God?

Mass Schedule

Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Vigil 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 9am & 11am Masses
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm
1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(925) 939-7911 ~ Fax (925) 939-0450
www.sjvianney.org
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wounds and warm hearts. Full, conscious and active
participation in the liturgical celebrations is the source of our
strength; it is what nourishes our faith and directs our daily life.
This is a way to believe and become God’s own people. Here
Faith inspires Life and Life inspires Faith.
On the first Christmas, the Holy Family was seeking a place to
give birth to Jesus, the Savoir of the world. We hope that you
have come to us seeking or desiring a place to birth the
presence of Jesus in your heart, in your life, in your being. We
hope you will find a home with us! This is a way to become
what Gods wants you to become.
May the love, peace and joy of the Christ Child be yours today
and every day of the New Year 2019. Happy Christmas!
Rev. William Rosario
Pastor

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm
Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org
Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Family Based Faith Formation
Shannon Rogers (Ext. 109) srogers@sjvianney.org
Director of Youth Ministry
Marlene Lee (Ext. 108) mlee@sjvianney.org
Director of Sacred Music:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org
Faith Formation Secretary
Jennifer DiSalvo (Ext 124) jdisalvo@sjvianney.org
Parish Secretary
(Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper
Indira Pethebridge (Ext 120) indira@sjvianney.org
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Pray for the Sick

May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust
and faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.

Jim Altomare, Larry Balbierz, Valerie Barbitta,
Lucille Barto, Olivia Bates, John Berry,
Marianna Bechold, Steve Bonham, Rowan Burton, Burt,
Dan Calloway, Jack & Kay Calloway, Aurelio C. Castro,
Jack & Doris Cherian, Robert Clark,
Barbara Quevedo Davis, Jennifer Dean, Anna DeLaRosa,
Anita & Bill Dennis, Tim Dorr, Earl Emelson,
John Fantazia, Joyce Fellows, Rosemarie Ferguson,
Tom Flaherty, Tree Gorman, Jim Hart,
George & Maureen Heuga, Marie Hill, Kevin Hillman,
Marie Hoffmann, Norm & Mark Jokerst, Fr. Brian Joyce,
David Kinyon, Austin Lemak, Ramon Llenado,
Anothony Mansapit, James Mansapit, Janet Mansapit,
Bob Mason, Carolyn Mayer, Emma Mendelssohn,
Ann Narloch, Betsy Noga, Kevin O’Brien,
Pete & Daisy Pedersen, Sofia Pella, Fernando Perez,
Tracy Peters, Mike Pollard, Blanca Rivera, Shawn Rowan,
Randy Rudd, Joann Rupert, David Sereda, Helen Smith,
Jackie Smith, Virginia Taylor, James Michael Tobin,
Jack & Sharla Vohs, Emily West, Jayden Wilcox,
Charles Wong, Chris Ybara

Pray for the Deceased
Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for their lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Doug Cook, Larry Donovan, Asuncion Dumlao, John Franzioa,
Phyllis Hunhoff, Joanne Kildare, Richard Maihofer,
Jack Morgan, Catrina Neff, Alicia Pelosi,
Sr. M. Eleanor Rizzi SHF, Anita Weiss

Pray, Always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily,
Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week let’s pray for the Choir
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Weekly Meeting Schedule
8:00- 8:25 am

Monday, December 24, 2018
Rosary Group
Church
Parish Office Closed

10:00-11:00am

Environment Set up

12:30pm-2pm

Parish Office Closed
Grief Ministry

Church

Tuesday, December 25, 2018
Cmns Library

Wednesday, December 26, 2018

8:00-8:25am

Rosary Group
Parish Office Closed
7:00-9:00 pm
Lectors of the week
Thursday, December 27, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
7:00-9:00pm
St. Vincent de Paul
Friday, December 28, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
11:30am-1:00 pm AA
Saturday, December 29, 2018

Church
Office Conf.
Church
Cmns Rm. 3
Church
FF Rms ABC

8:00-8:25 am

Rosary Group

Church

4:00-4:30 pm

Parish Reconciliation

Church

Sunday December 30, 2018
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word

Vista Annex

3:30-5:00 pm

Church

Choir practice - Youth

Bishop Robert Barron’s Catholicism Series
The Catholicism documentary videos take us to more than 50
locations in 15 countries sharing a vision of the Catholic Faith
as never before seen. As Bishop Barron describes, “From the
lands of the Bible to the great shrines of Europe, from the
heartland of America to the mysteries of Asia and the beating
heart of Africa.. Learn more about the Faith the claims more
than 1.1 billion people”
This is an 11 night video series of food, fun and fellowship. You
can attend some or all the sessions and bring a friend! Learn
more about that Catholics believe and why. Sessions begin
Monday February 4, 2019 in the Faith Formation Hall and
continue weekly (except holidays)
Registrations appreciated and walk ins are
always welcome.
For more information or to register contact
Mary Ann Casey (925) 202-8352 (call or
text) or emay5@aol.com email

Mass Schedule
Mon. December 24, 2018
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16 / Lk 1:67-79
The Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Eve)
Masses: 3:00pm, 5:00pm, 8:00pm, Midnight
Tues. December 25, 2018 The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
Is 9:1-6 / Titus 2:11-14 / Lk 2:1-14
Wed. December 26, 2018 †St. Stephen, Martyr
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 / Mt 10:17-22
8:30am
Special Intention of Joann Cooper
Thurs. December 27, 2018 †St John, Apostle, Evangelist
†Daily Mass
8:30am
Readings:
1 Jn 1:1-4 / Jn 20:1a,2-8
8:30am
In Memory of Jim Wiegner
Fri. December 28, 2018 †The Holy Innocents,Martyrs
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
1 Jn 1:5-2:2 / Mt 2:13-18
8:30am
In Memory of James & Margaret O’Kelly
Sat. December 29, 2018 †St. Thomas Becket
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
1 Jn 2:3-11 / Lk 2:22-35
8:30am
In Memory of Claire Trifon
†Sunday Vigil Liturgy: 5:00pm
5:00pm
In Memory of Tony Guiomar
Sun , December 30 2018
†The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
†Sunday Masses: 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am and 5:00pm
Readings:
1 Sam 1:20-22,24-28 / 1 Jn3:1-2,21-24 /
Lk 2:41-52
7:30am
In Memory of Annette Beaudry
9:00am
In Memory of Jose Alberto S. Tanesco
11:00am
In Memory of Angelo Dimech

There is no Intentional Giving report this week due to
the early bulletin submission date.
Mass Intentions for Rev. Jim McGee
Fr. Clarence has designated Masses
for Fr. Jim at St. Catherine of Siena
at 8 am on the following dates
Dec 31, 2018 & Jan 11, 2019
You are invited to attend any and as many as you
are able
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St. John Vianney Parish Life: Prayer, Worship, Service, Formation and Hospitality
Eucharistic Adoration
You are invited to spend some personal time
in prayer with Jesus in The Blessed
Sacrament on Saturday, January 5 in the
Mullen Commons Library.
Visits long or short are welcome. Signups are
available on our website or you may simply
make time in your day to share with Jesus.
Benediction will immediately follow the closing of Adoration at
3:30pm.
For information to join the Eucharistic Adoration Ministry, call
Andy or Dotty Leven at (925) 933-9241

Divine Mercy
Please join us following
morning Mass while we do
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.
The Lord promised to
whomever recites the
Chaplet will receive many
Graces.

ALPHA
New Sessions begin
Wednesday February 13, 2019
In Fall 2017, we launched our first-ever
Alpha Course at St. John Vianney and
it was a success! 75 parishioners gathered to explore some of
life’s big questions; questions that we rarely have enough time
to thing about such as: Why am I here? What’s my purpose?
Where as I heading? Is there more to life than this? Many
made new friends and some of those “new” friends continue to
meet in each other’s home to share faith and hospitality.
If you crave a deeper connection to God and others, try Alpha.
Alpha is a rare opportunity to explore questions of life and the
Christian faith in a friendly, open and informal environment. No
pressure. No charge. No follow up.
Alpha runs in churches, home, coffee shops, and bars all over
the world. It typically includes a meal, a video and time
afterwards for sharing your thoughts. Alpha is open to all
people, whether you’re a regular parishioner who’s just curious
about that this new program might be or you’re interested in
learning about Christianity, you are welcome to attend!
Questions, contact Liz Rogers lrogers@sjvianney.org or call
(925) 939-7911 ext. 125.

Greeters & Ushers
Joyful Song and Praise
The St. John Vianney Choirs invite you to share
your voice at the weekend liturgies. If you have a
love of song please see Charlene or Conway at the choir area
after any Mass on the weekend.
“I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make
your faithfulness known through all generations” (Psalm 89:1)

Do you see the smiling faces around the church and think, I
would like to do that? We are always looking families, singles
and couples to be “the face of St. John
Vianney”. If you are interested in spending a
little time before or after Mass in greeting,
seating or assisting please call the Parish
Office at (925) 939-7911 x0. We will happily
put you in touch with a seasoned minister to
train you and answer your questions.

Pastoral Care to the Sick
As a faith community we are aware that even though we cannot
always cure, we can always care. We have a very active group
of volunteers who visit the sick at John Muir Hospital and the
local Nursing Homes and Independent Care Facilities. We
invite you to share in this healing ministry to bring the Body of
Christ to the sick. Personal training is provided by seasoned
Eucharist Ministers.
For more information contact Kam Baloue at (847) 707-5114 or
kam.baloue@johnmuirhealth.com or Deacon Herb Casey thru
the St. John Vianney Office (925) 939-7911 x0

The Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose Center
for Education & Spirituality present:
New Year’s Eve Retreat, 7:00pm-10:30pm
Divine Encounters Embracing the Spirit of God
with Fr. Bart Landry, C.S.P.
Festive desserts provided by the Dominican Sisters of Mission
San Jose. RSVP by December 28 (510) 933-6360 or
http://bit.ly/2018NewYearRetreat
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Family Life Ministry

St. Vincent de Paul Fifth Sunday Collection

N

ext weekend will be the 5th Sunday
collection for our St. Vincent de Paul
(SVdP) Conference at St. John Vianney Church.
This is a primary way that our parish reaches
out to those in need within our community.
Through your generosity and support we provide food, gas,
rent and utility assistance to families, and basic necessities for
our homeless neighbors in the Walnut Creek and Concord
areas. All of the funding for this important mission comes from
these four special collections throughout the year, so they are
critical to sustaining our work. Please be generous in
contribution so that we can carry on the work of the Lord, who
tells us in Matthew 25:40, “Whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
And, if you have a heart for helping those in need, we invite
you to consider joining the St. Vincent de Paul ministry. Please
contact Kathy Dasso at katdas9@aol.com for more
information. Thank you!

Senior Social
Our January Senior Social is scheduled for January 18,
11:30am—2:30pm in the Mullen Commons Vista. Come hang
out, socialize, and meet new people. This is also a great
opportunity to renew and invigorate old friendships. Singles,
widows, widowers, divorced, separated and couples are all
welcome. The cost is $5 and includes lunch.
You can sing up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the Parish
Office at (925) 939-7911 x0. Also, mark your calendars for all
the following dates: February 15, March 15, April 12 and May
17.
Senior Book Club
The Senior Social sponsors a Book Club that meets for an
hour after lunch at each social. To join just read the
book of the month and show up. January’s book is
The Truth According to us by Annie Barrows
Additional questions regarding Family Life Ministry
can be directed to Jerry Mellin at
jerryfmellin@gmail.com or at (925) 787-8865.

Moms Ministry
Winter Nights
St. John Vianney Parish is proud to
be a host for Winter Nights from
January 28 to February 4, 2019 In
Mullen Commons.
Winter Nights mission is to protect homeless families from
winter weather by providing shelter in a clean, safe and warm
environment. Winter Nights also helps people break the
homeless cycle by assisting them toward self-sufficiency and
into housing. Another goal of the Winter Nights program is to
keep homeless children in the school from which they went
homeless, and to help those children achieve at grade level as
well as to encourage reading. Winter Nights keeps homeless
families together while they are going through the stress of
homelessness.

Vacation Bible School
Save the date for VBS June 16-21, 2019
Enjoy a week of play, prayer, skits and
fun.

Throughout the year we have opportunities for Moms of all
ages and stages to get together to share faith
and experiences. Please keep an eye out in the
Family Life Ministry section of the website for
upcoming .series or contact
sjvmomsministry@gmail.com for more
information

T

Altar Society and Linens Cleaning

eams of four take turns to dust the church, wash and
polish the liturgical vessels on Friday mornings from 9:00
to 10:00am. Do you have time to join us? Commitment is about
every 8 weeks. Contact Judy Becker
judybecker@sbcglobal.net or Mary Kamath
kamathar@yahoo.com
Linens: wash and iron small linens for Liturgies. Commitment
is about every 10 weeks. Contact Sue Banducci
sue.banducci@yahoo.com

Reasons for Hope
Advent and Christmas Retreats
at San Damiano
For more information or to sign up, please visit
www.sandamiano.org or call (925) 837-9141 x315
Dec 30—Jan 1, 2019: New Years’ Eve Retreat with Fr. Rusty
Shaughnessy OFM.
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Christmas Day Grief Support

C

hristmas Day is a painful day for those who have lost
loved ones through death or divorce.

Join us for a supportive time on Christmas
Day, from 12:30pm to 2pm in the Library of
Mullen Commons. It will be a healing time,
empowering you to return home and have
Christmas dinner with your family, to honor your
loved ones.
For more information call Eileen at (925) 939-8149
All are welcome.

A Stewardship Prayer for December
Lord,
As we journey through this Advent season, give us the wisdom
to be good stewards of this time of grace, a time to be more
prayerful, to listen more intently to your Word: a time to allow
our faith to grow and mature. Show us how to give witness to
your Good News more fervently among our families, friends
and those with whom we worship.
Help us be more aware of those who are poor, lonely or
suffering; and to serve them as if we were serving You. And fill
our hearts with hope, so that we may make straight Your path
with confidence and zeal, and prepare for the joy of Your
coming!

Parish Office Christmas Holiday Schedule
The Parish Office will be closed for Christmas on
December 24, 25 & 26. We will return on Thursday
December 27 at 8:30am.
The Parish Office will be Closed for New Year’s Day
on Tuesday January 1, 2019

We pray this in Jesus’ name.
Amen

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Stewardship Moment

A

s we draw close to the great Feast of the Nativity, we hear
the bold stewardship proclamation twice in today’s second
reading from the Letter to the Hebrews: “Behold, I come to do
your will, O God!” Who is this Jesus? Who are we that we
should follow him? Many want him as a friend, a guide, a king,
an advocate. We long to see the face of God. Jesus reveals the
nature of God, the servant sent to give us life in Him. Take time
to ponder: Do we have the courage to follow Jesus? To show
others the face of God? To say to the Lord: “Behold, I come to
do your will?”

Christmas Season Schedule 2018
Christmas Eve—Monday, December 24

3:00pm
Children’s Christmas Mass
5:00pm
Children’s Christmas Mass
8:00pm
Christmas Candlelight Mass
12:00am
Christmas Midnight Mass
(Musical Preludes/Sing-Alongs before every Mass)

Christmas Day ~ Tuesday, December 25
7:30am, 9:00am, and 11:00am (there is no 5pm Mass)

