Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
October 14, 2018 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Have you ever wondered if God knows what He’s doing and if it
is okay to be mad at Him? These two questions have been on
my mind for the past few days.
My sister passed away a couple of days ago and as I write this
column, I’m with my family in India mourning her sudden and
untimely death. At this moment, the platitudes “God is in control,
He still loves us and He has a plan,” ring hollow.
My sister and I were very close. Unlike losing a parent, losing a
sibling hurts in a peculiarly different way. It’s no wonder that I’m
overwhelmed and emotionally drained. And I ask within myself,
“Why? Why at this time and why so suddenly?” I wonder how the
idea of the protective, loving God I was raised to believe in
squares with a God who allows this sadness, with a timing that
feels more capricious than benevolent?
I’m not supposed to say these things. I’m supposed to just
respond that I know God is in charge and that He works
everything to His good. I’m supposed to be submissive to His will
and defer to His plan - cheerfully and without complaint. After all,
I’m a priest; right?
Well, the truth is that right now I’m hurting, sad and angry. And if
I have a relationship with God where He cares about me and
wants me to love him with everything I am, that means I can’t
respond with shallow platitudes and empty statements. I need to
be true to him - with my emotions and heartaches. Right?
Truth be said, we tend to be overly analytical and unemotional
when we talk about God, as if we’re afraid of saying something
wrong to make Him angry or we want to respect Him enough to
watch every word we say. But how much love and trust does that
really show?
If I’m afraid that an errant word will kindle God’s wrath, then, am
not I just believing in a temperamental God who isn’t forgiving
and patient, but ready to strike down anyone who complains
about Him? And how much respect am I showing by covering up
feelings and thoughts that I know He knows and understands,
only to keep a facade of faith when, internally, I’m falling apart?
Our pious devotion in the face of real emotion, even when that
emotion causes us to lash out in anger or doubt at God is not just
dishonest; it’s unbiblical. Yes; Scripture is deeply emotional. Is
not the Old Testament often a shouting match between people
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Fair Trade Sales Today!

he Faith in Action Ministry is hosting a
Fair Trade Sale in the Mullen Commons
Vista after all the Sunday Masses.

Olive oil, chocolate bars, coffee and teas will
be for sale. Join us for hospitality and
shopping.
Proceeds from the sale support local charities.
Purchasing Fair Trade goods helps farmers and suppliers earn
a fair wage.
Thank you for your support.

WELCOME

Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of faith,
hope and love. We strive to foster our spiritual growth
and share the gifts God has given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney Parish,
registration forms are in the back of the church, on our
website www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish
Office. For your convenience you may drop off a
completed form in the collection baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St. John
Vianney community. Is God calling you to become a
part of this important work of the people of God?

Mass Schedule

Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Vigil 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 9am & 11am Masses
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm
1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(925) 939-7911 ~ Fax (925) 939-0450
www.sjvianney.org
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who wonder where God has gone and a jilted creator
wondering why His people betrayed him? Aren’t the Psalms
filled with just as many cries of anger, abandonment and
frustration as it is verses of praise, faith and thanksgiving?
The night before His death, Jesus himself is in a gutwrenching, physically exhausting wrestling match with the
Father about His plans. Getting angry at God, right or not, is
a human response. It’s to be expected in relationship. And it’s
often beyond our control. But the good news is that we serve
a God who is big enough to take our questions, patient
enough to endure our anger, and secure enough to put up
with our accusations. We’re made in the image of a God who
is not just personal, but emotional. The expectation that we
check our emotions at the door and placidly accept God’s
ways without tears, cries or confusion is a culture creation to
make sure, we don’t rock the boat or make the faith product
look bad. But it’s not a biblical concept.
Sisters and brothers, I trust God. I trust that He is good and
patient. Because of that, I’m able to be honest with my
emotions and questions. I can take my frustrations to him and
I know that He’s listening patiently. And when I’ve screamed
myself hoarse and exhausted every last tear, He’ll patiently
teach me what He needs to, restore my soul and take me to a
deeper place of trust with Him.
When we trust Him with our emotions and our fears, our walk
with Him is ultimately much deeper, despite temporary
estrangements or the silent treatments we give Him. To just
accept shallow platitudes because they give us a moment of
respite prevents us from going deeper with him.
My family and I would have loved to have my sister around
for many more years, but now, we’re grateful to have had her
in our lives all these years. And we say, “Thank you God for
the blessing that she was to us all along!” Thanks to you too
for the prayers said for the repose of the soul of my sister.
May she rest in peace!
My sister believed that family is less about right blood and
more about right relationship. She taught me the meaning of
unconditional love. If my sister’s love for me was so tender
and true, how much more must be God’s love for me?
With prayerful wishes and blessings,
Fr. William Rosario
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Pray for the Sick

May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust
and faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.

Paul Alameida, Jim Altomare, Larry Balbierz,
Stan Barnickel, Marianna Bechold, Rowan Burton, Burt,
Valerie Barbitta, Dan Calloway, Jack Calloway,
Jack & Doris Cherian, Robert Clark, Doug Cook,
Daniel Cruz, Barbara Quevedo Davis, Jennifer Dean,
Anna DeLaRosa, Anita & Bill Dennis, Janet “Wee”
Dominguez, Tim Dorr, Joyce Fellows, Bob Fletcher,
Tree Gorman, Marie Hill, Norm & Mark Jokerst, Fr. Brian
Joyce, David Kinyon, Austin Lemak, Linda Lightner,
Art Linder, Richard Maihofer, Bob Mason, Carolyn Mayer,
Steve Moore, Jack Morgan, Ann Narloch, Betsy Noga,
Kevin O’Brien, Sophia Pella, Mike Pollard, Shawn Rowan,
Randy Rudd, Joann Rupert, Mary Ann Sams, Helen Smith,
James Michael Tobin, Jack & Sharla Vohs, Charles Wong,
Josie Wright
Pray for the Deceased
Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for their lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Marie Allec, Joel Andrews, Florence DiMatteo, Neri Mendoza,
Catherine Ryan
Stella Jesudoss, Sister of Fr. William Rosario
Mrs. Peggy Clemens, Mother of Fr. Neil Clemens
Mrs. Patricia Wiesner, Mother of Fr. Mark Wiesner

Pray, Always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily,
Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.

Grief Ministry

You cannot grieve alone. Grief shared is grief
diminished. Come and grieve in a safe
environment where people truly understand.
The next grief workshop is Tuesday, October
23 at 7:30pm in the Mullen Commons Vista. All are welcome.
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Weekly Meeting Schedule
8:00- 8:25 am
9:30-11:30am

Monday, October 15, 2018
Rosary Group
Yoga

Church
Vista

Tuesday, October 16, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
8:45-10:45am
9:30-10:30 am
6:00-8:00pm
6:30-9:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
7:00-8:30pm
7:00-8:30pm

Rosary Group
DeLaSalle Moms Prayer Group
Contemplative Prayer
Facilities Management Group
Men’s Club Pizza Party
RCIA Inquiry
St. Vincent de Paul
Middle School Faith Formation
Wednesday, October 17, 2018
8:00-8:25am
Rosary Group
9:00am-12:00pm Bridge Club
4:00-5:00pm
Children’s Choir
7:00-9:00pm
Alpha
7:00-9:00pm
Adult Confirmation Meeting
7:00-8:00pm
Men’s Club Board Meeting
7:00-9:00 pm
Lectors of the week
7:30-9:00pm
Adult Choir
Thursday, October 18, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
9:15-11:15am
Alpha
Friday, October 19, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
11:30am-2:30pm Senior Social
11:30am-1:00 pm AA
Saturday, October 20, 2018

Church
Cmns Library
Rectory Parlor
Cmns Rm. 3
Vista
Cmns Rm. 2
Cmns Rm. 1
FF Building

8:00-8:25 am

Church

Rosary Group

9:00-11:00am
4:00-4:30 pm

Church
Vista
Church
Vista
Cmns. Rm. 2
Cmns. Library
Office Conf.
Church
Church
Vista
Church
Vista
FF Rms ABC

Men’s Club Breakfast
Parish Reconciliation
Sunday, October 21, 2018
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word

Vista

3:00-4:45pm

FF Hall

Confirmation Session

Vista
Church

3:30-5:00 pm

Choir practice - Youth

Church

6:30-8:00pm

High School Faith Formation

FF Building

St. John Vianney 2019 Mass Book
The 2019 Mass Book will open on
Wednesday October 24 at 9:00am. We
as that you make your requests in
person at the Parish Office. We will be
unable to take phone calls or emails
requests for Masses until after October
31. Please check next week’s bulletin for
additional information.

Mass Schedule
Mon. October 15, 2018 †St. Teresa of Jesus
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31–5:1 / Lk 11:29-32
8:30am
In Memory Stephen Richards
Tues. October 16, 2018 †St. Hedwig,
St. Margaret Mary Alocoque
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
Gal 5:1-6 / Lk 11:37-41
8:30am
In Memory of Margaret B. Campos
Wed. October 17, 2018 †Ignatius of Antioch
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
Gal 5:18-25 / Lk 11:42-46
8:30am
In Memory of Isabel Vizanko Moore
Thurs. October 18, 2018 †St. Luke, Evangelist
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
2Tm 4:10-17B / Lk 10:1-9
8:30am
In Memory of Salud M. Santiago
Fri. October 19, 2018 †Sts. John DeBrebeuf and Isaac
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Jogues and Companions
Readings:
Eph 1:11-14 / Lk 12:1-7
8:30am
In Memory of Lucille Whalen
Sat. October 20, 2018 †St. Paul of the Cross
†Daily Mass:
8:30am
Readings:
Eph 1:15-23 / Lk 12:8-12
8:30am
In Memory of Mario Pola
†Sunday Vigil Liturgy: 5:00pm
5:00pm
In Memory of Salvatore & Maria Isabella Durante
Sun October 21, 2018 — 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
†Sunday Masses: 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am and 5:00pm
Readings:
Is 53:10-12 / Heb 4:14-16 / Mk 10:35-45
9:00am
In Memory of Constantino & Helen Barty
11:00am
In Memory of Dick Tocchini
5:00pm
In Memory of Eugene Lawrence Valerio
St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks the rich young man to give away all
that he has in order to have treasure in heaven. But he is unable
to free himself from his possessions, and so he goes sadly away.
Does what I own keep me from following Jesus?
Collection on October 6-7
Plate Collections including mailed checks:
Online Donations:
Total Collection:
Weekly Goal:
Excess:
YTD Shortfall:
Catholic Voice

$ 20,612.75
$ 8,975.00
$ 29,587.75
$ 18,750.00
$ 10,837.75
$(19,616.23)
$ 1,604.00
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St. John Vianney Parish Life
Winter Nights Rolling Duffle Bag Drive

Pizza and Beer

he Contra Costa Interfaith Council (CCIC) Winter Nights
program begins its season in October. Homeless families
with children will be given shelter in churches and temples
throughout Contra Costa County.
SJV will house the families later this year.
The families have unique needs because
they move to a different “hosting
congregation” every two weeks. For many
years our parish has collected and donated
rolling duffle bags for the families. In
addition the Winter Nights shelter program
has a “Wish List” of items that would help
ease the challenges faced by the families. Donation of the
following will support items needed at this time: Rolling
suitcases/duffle bags (no backpacks or hard sided luggage
please), Target and Walmart gift cards, Gas cards
We will collect these items the weekend of October 20 & 21.
For Information contact: Gina Drakes at (925) 831-3993, or
email: quackers@pacbell.net

The SJV Men’s club invites all men of the
parish to a Free Pizza and Beer (or Soda)
night. Tuesday October 16 at 6:30pm in
the Vista.

T

ADULT CONFIRMATION PROGRAM
NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN!
Are you an adult who is an active participant
in the church but has never received the
Sacrament of Confirmation? Confirmation,
together with Baptism and First Eucharist, is
one of the Sacraments of Initiation. Its
reception completes the grace of Baptism and binds one
more perfectly to the Church. Confirmation celebrates the
gifts of the Holy Spirit (wisdom, understanding, right
judgment, courage, knowledge, reverence and awe in
God’s presence) and enriches one with a special strength
to spread and defend the faith by word and deed. Like
Baptism it is given only once.
We are beginning classes in early October for adults who
wish to be confirmed by the Bishop at a ceremony in
January or February. We will meet Wednesday nights from
October 10, 2018 through January 23, 2019 from 7 - 9 pm.
To register, or for more information, Liz Rogers, (925) 9397911, x125, or email her at lrogers@sjvianney.org.

Have you visited the Parish Library Lately?
The library is open after all Masses and you may self check out
the books. Remember if you have free time during
the weekday and wish to visit the library come to
the Parish Office for a key.
Happy Reading

Family Life Ministry
Moms Ministry Fall Series
Our fall series is based on the following books:
1-2-3 Magic: Effective Parenting for Children
by Thomas Phelan and Tracy Lewis,
Garry Chapman’s Love Languages for Kids
and Love Languages for Teens.
October 17 : Understanding your child’s or teen’s love
language.
November 7: Your 3 parenting jobs and the 2 biggest
Parenting mistakes

Senior Social
Our October Senior Social is scheduled for October 19th,
11:30am—2:30pm in Mullen Commons Vista. Come hang out,
socialize, and meet new people. This is also a great
opportunity to renew and invigorate old friendships. Singles,
widows, widowers, divorced, separated and couples are all
welcome. The cost is $5 and includes lunch.
You can sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the Parish
office at (925) 939-7911 x.0. Also, mark your calendars for all
the following dates: November 16th, January 18th, February
15th, March 15th, April 12th and May 17th—No December
Social.
Senior Book Club
The Senior Social sponsors a Book Club that
meets for an hour after lunch at each social. To
join just read the book of the month and show up.
October’s book is Beneath the Scarlet Sky by
Mark T. Sullivan . November’s book is The
Shoemaker’s Wife by Adriana Trigiani
Additional questions regarding Family Life Ministry
can be directed to Jerry Mellin at
jerryfmellin@gmail.com or at (925) 787-8865.

October 14, 2018
Celebrate & Welcome
We joyfully welcome into our Church family
those baptized this weekend, October 13 & 14
 Lizbeth Valdovinos Magana 
daughter of Edgar and Paulina
 Arianna Rose Hutson 
daughter of Sean and Genevieve
 Avery Florence Hutson 
daughter of Sean and Genevieve
 Luella Gabrielle Buenafe Benidicto
daughter of Ralph and Mary Rose
 Olivia Grace Chulani 
daughter of Jayrham and Ederlyn

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm
Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
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Your neighbors in need thank you

for your generous donations of more than
$13,000 to our St. Vincent de Paul ministry
on the 5th Sunday collection at the end of
September.

These funds will make it possible for our parish to reach out
and help many low-income families and individuals in our
community with food, gas, rent & utility assistance
and other essentials. In addition, the money from
this collection will help pay for the additional food
cards that we give with the Christmas gifts from
the Angel Tree.
So on behalf of our brothers and sisters in need who receive
assistance because of your generosity, we thank you and pray
for God’s blessing on you!
If you have a heart for reaching out to those in need, we invite
you to consider joining this ministry. Please contact Kathy
Dasso at katdas9@aol.com

T

hank you to all of the volunteers who called for,
donated, prepared food, served and or worked on
the clean-up crew for the recent Bereavement Hospitality
Reception for Shirley Kalgaard. Your time, talents and
service are greatly appreciated.

Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org
Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Family Based Faith Formation
Shannon Rogers (Ext. 109) srogers@sjvianney.org
Director of Youth Ministry
Marlene Lee (Ext. 108) mlee@sjvianney.org
Director of Sacred Music:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org
Faith Formation Secretary
Jennifer DiSalvo (Ext 124) jdisalvo@sjvianney.org
Parish Secretary
(Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper
Indira Pethebridge (Ext 120) indira@sjvianney.org

Christian Yoga and Meditation
Got Stress? Feel tight? Always wanted to try
yoga? Come join us on Monday mornings at
9:30am in the Vista or Monday evenings at
7:15pm at MDUUC (Mt. Diablo Unitarian
Universalist Church).
We do very gentle stretching yoga, breath
exercises, and laughter yoga. From 11:00 to 11:30am joins us
for a guided meditation based on the week’s scripture which
includes a prayer for world peace. Make a difference in your life
and the world. Come for one part or both. Relax and deepen
you experience of God.
Do you love to sing? Are you looking for a
way to connect more deeply with the liturgy?
SJV has many musical options available for all
ages. Please see Charlene or Conway after
Mass at the Choir area.
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Knights of Columbus Change for Life
SJV Council 8297 will be distributing baby bottles during the
month of October to be returned, filled
with your leftover change. The funds

collected will go to Diocese Family
Support Organizations to include The
Bay Area Crisis Nursery, The Gabriel
Project, Rachel’s Vineyard and Birthright.

Knights of Columbus
Intellectual Disabilities Fund Drive
Thanks to the generosity of the St. John
Vianney Parish and the patrons of Lunardi’s
Market in Pleasant Hill, the SJV Council 8297
raised more than $2600. These funds will help provide special
programs and mentoring to the some 1100 Contra Costa
County Citizens suffering from this affliction.

Grief Retreat for the Bereaved and Divorced
Remember, this pain will not last forever
Presented by Fr. Padraig Greene, November 16-18, 2018
At San Damiano
Nothing is the same after a death of a loved one or the death of
a marriage. We want to cry out in pain. Where love once filled
us, as empty space achingly now reminds us of our loss. The
reopening of the grieving heart is not easy.
Grief changes us. We are no longer the person we were, nor are
we the person we will be. What used to be important no longer
matters to us. We walk on new ground.
Give yourself or a loved one the gift of a retreat weekend away
to be comforted, given the strength to integrate the memories of
your loved one who has died and your marriage which has died
as well. Your healing will begin. The retreat offers you the
opportunity to come and rest a while

Winter Nights Tutors Needed
The Winter Nights Family Shelter is
looking for substitute (fill in) tutors. No
special expertise required. Tutoring
occurs Monday
thru Saturday 5pm to 8pm October to June.
More information www.cccwinternights.org
or contact Harry Miller by email at:
harrym@cccwinternights.org

The Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose Center
for Education & Spirituality present:
Spiritual Guides for Today: The Essential Henri Nouwen.
4-Part book series Thursdays 18 & 25 from 1pm to 2:30pm,
suggested offering $10 per session.
Call for more information (510) 933-6360
Taizé—Prayer around the Cross
Please join us on the 3rd Friday of the month, October 19
(Sept.– May) from 8pm to 9pm at 43326 Mission Circle,
Fremont, CA 94539 entrance is on Mission Tierra.
Call (510) 933-6360 for more information.

Catholic Charities is hosting a free

citizenship workshop to help those in need
assess their ability to naturalize. Immigration
attorneys and qualified legal representatives
will be available to provide step-by-step
review of the naturalization process. The workshop is Saturday
October 20th from 10am to 3pm at Catholic Charities of the
East Bay’s office at 433 Jefferson Street, Oakland.
To register please call (510) 768-3100

