Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
June 3rd, 2018 The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi)

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Unexpected losses can cause us to begin
anew. Sometimes, it’s an illness or the
loss of a job. Other times, it’s the end of a
relationship or the death of a life-partner. It
can also be our children or grandchildren leaving. Sometimes
it’s just our own choice.
New beginnings are sometimes scary, confusing and
overwhelming . But, they can also be exhilarating, exciting and
hopeful. They can lead to new endings and new experiences.
New beginnings can invigorate old relationships and add
momentum to an unfulfilled dream. In short, they can redirect
whatever needs resurrecting, even if that’s you.
How do we begin anew? How do we find hope when the plan
for our life falls out from beneath us? How do we adjust when
our life changes in an instant or in a weekend?
Here are a few things that I considered seriously as I was on
my vacation. How are we doing as the Parish Community of St.
John Vianney when it comes to our Mission? Are all our
parishioners familiar with the mission of our Parish? How do
we recruit, train, support, and evaluate ministers, and celebrate
their successes ? How welcoming are we as individuals and as
a Parish Community? What do we as a Parish need to
discontinue doing? What should we begin anew? Is there
something that we should reset, restore or resuscitate? And
wouldn’t it be a blessing to have an associate pastor in our
Parish who will assist us in our Liturgical and Spiritual
endeavors?
Finally, on a personal note, I asked myself: How effective is my
ministerial presence in our Parish? As I minister here at St.
John Vianney, how could I better tend to my own physical,
intellectual and spiritual health so as to be of greater service to
the parishioners?
The truth is, every day offers us the hope of a new beginning.
Sometimes you find that hope in a poem. Sometimes you find it
in a film or a song. Sometimes it happens when other things on
your to-do list come to their natural conclusion. Sometimes it
comes to you when you’re at prayer or just sitting before the
Blessed Sacrament. Sometimes you are alone in a parking lot
(Continued on page 2)

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of faith,
hope and love. We strive to foster our spiritual growth
and share the gifts God has given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney Parish,
registration forms are in the back of the church, on our
website www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish
Office. You can drop off a form in the collection
baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St. John
Vianney community. Is God calling you to become a
part of this important work of the people of God?

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm

1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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and you say to yourself, “I want to approach my life differently,”
and so you begin...
A favorite poem of mine from Rabindranath Tagore’s book
“Gitanjali” has a line that deals with new endings and new
beginnings that I cherish: “I am uneasy at heart when I have to
leave my accustomed shelter; I forget that there abides the old in
the new, and that there also Thou (God) abidest”.
I don’t know about you, but I can’t wait to see what the God has in
store for you and me.
And yes, difficult and painful as it was for me to leave behind my
home and family in India at the end of my vacation, I’m glad to say
that I’m happy to return to St. John Vianney to continue my
ministry with you and for you.
May the Lord lead us forward into the future and may the Spirit of
God set us on fire with zeal for His mission!
With prayerful wishes and blessings,
Fr. William Rosario

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm
Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org
Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org
Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org
Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org
Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org
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THE NEW COVENANT
Perhaps this year we could refer to this feast day as “The
Blood and Body of Christ,” since the readings we have today
use the word “blood” so frequently—eight times to one use of
the word “body.” The New Testament authors, when referring
to the sacrificial aspect of Jesus’ death on the cross, never
refer to him giving his body as a sacrifice for our salvation, but
only speak of the shedding of his blood. In both Testaments,
it is blood that is the primary source and sign of the covenant
between God and people. In our day, while we speak quite a
bit about the Mass as a sacrifice, it is a bit of an anomaly that
we focus so much (almost exclusively, sometimes) on the
symbol of the bread become Body rather than the wine
become Blood to give the life of the New Covenant. Here, as
in almost every part of life, we would benefit more from living
in a “both/and” and not an “either/or” mode.
A BLOODLESS BODY?
We have been given a deep and rich pair of symbols to
express the fullness of Jesus’ self‑gift on the cross. In its
celebration of the Eucharist, even when reception of
Communion by all the faithful was infrequent and when the
emphasis was on looking upon (called “ocular” communion)
rather than receiving the elements, the Church has always
preserved the duality of these symbols, since the sacrifice of
Christ would not have been possible without both blood and
body. So, too, is it for us who are sent from the eucharistic
celebration. We are not merely “Christ‑ed” bodies in the
world; we need to be the very Blood of Christ coursing
through the veins of daily life at home, in the workplace, at
school—wherever the Spirit leads us and guides us. As we
pray “Lord, send your Spirit on these gifts,” we must also pray
that the same Spirit is sent upon us through the thanksgiving
of our Eucharist, so we may become Body—and Blood—for
the life of the world.

First Friday Rosary Devotion:
The Rosary will be recited following the 8:30 am mass on
Friday, June 1st for First Friday devotion.

Eucharistic Adoration
You are invited to spend some personal time in silent prayer
with Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament every first
Saturday of the month. It is a
good time to reflect on how
much God loves us. The next
s c h e d ul e d E uc h ar i s t i c
Adoration will be Saturday,
Jun 2nd. It is held in Mullen Commons Library after the 8:30
Mass until 3:30 pm.
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WEEKLY M EETING SCHEDULE
Monday, June 4, 2018
Rosary Group
Church
Yoga
Cmns Vista
RCIA
FF Hall
Tuesday, June 5, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
Church
9:30-10:30 am Contemplative Prayer
Rectory Parlor
7:00-9:00 pm Lectors of the week
Office Conf.
Wednesday, June 6, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
Church
7:00-9:00 pm Knights of Columbus
Cmns Library
Thursday, June 7, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
Church
Friday, June 8, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
Church
11:30-1:00 pm AA
FF Rms ABC
Saturday, June 9, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
Church
4:00-4:30 pm Parish Reconciliation
Church
4:30-5:00 pm Music Ministry
Church
Sunday, June 10, 2018
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word Cmns Vista
3:30-4:30 pm Choir practice - Youth
Church
8:00- 8:25 am
9:30-11:30 am
7:00-9:00 pm

WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm
9:00 am
Sunday, June 10
11:00 am
+ denotes deceased 5:00 pm

Monday, June 4
Tuesday, June 5
Wednesday, June 6
Thursday, June 7
Friday, June 8
Saturday, June 9

+ John Lemak
+ William & Genie Farrenkopf
+ Margaret B. Campos
+ Angelo Dimech
+ Dick Tocchini
+ Taihee Dewes
+ Phyllis Hoem
+ Fernando Alvarez Sr.
+ Suzanne Hamaker
Ramon Llenado

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.
Jack Calloway
Doris Cherian
Bill & Anita Dennis
Betsy Ding
Jennifer DiSalvo
Tim Dorr
Marianne Everit
Joyce Fellows
Pamela Ferrill
Marie Hill
Norm & Mark Jokerst
Fr. Brian Joyce
Richard Maihofer
Barbara Malan

Daniel Cruz
Austin Lemak
Tree Gorman
Ramon & Mayette
Llenado
Bud Vogel
Doug Cook
Burt
Mark Caswell
Jim Altomare
Larry Balbierz
Stan Barnickle
Marianna Bechold
Rowan Burton

Bob Mason
Carolyn Mayer
Lucile MacLeod
Fr. Jim McGee
Jack Morgan
Ann Narloch
Mike Pollard
Randy Rudd
James Michael Tobin
Jack & Sharla Vohs

Pray for the Deceased

Pray,
Always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily,
Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week, lets pray for the Vacation Bible School

Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Emma Beland
Elizabeth “Betty” Ricco
Collection on May 26 & 27, 2018

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
The bishop’s stewardship pastoral asks, “And what do
Christians bring to the Eucharistic celebration and join there
with Jesus’ offering?” The answer: “Their lives as Christian
disciples; their personal vocations and the stewardship they
have exercised regarding them; their individual contributions
to the great work of restoring all things in Christ.”

Plate Collections including mailed checks:

$ 8,802.50

Online Donations:

$ 1,035.00

Total Collection:

$ 9,837.50

Weekly Goal:

$ 18,750.00

Shortfall:

$ (8,912.50)

YTD Excess:

$ 16,522.50
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:
SENIOR SOCIAL:
Please note there is no June Senior Social, but the Senior
Book Club will still meet. The July Senior Social is scheduled
for July 27th, 11:30 – 2:30 pm in Mullen Commons. Come
hang out, socialize, and meet new people. This is also a great
opportunity to renew and invigorate old friendships. Singles,
widows, widowers, divorced, separated, and couples are all
welcome. The cost is $5 and includes lunch. You can sign up
at www.SJVianney.org or by calling the office at 925-939-7911.
Also, mark your calendars for all the following dates: No June
social (Book Club will meet June 22, 1-3 pm).
Senior Book Club: The Senior Social
sponsors a Senior Book Club that meets
for an hour after lunch at each social. To
join, you just read the book of the month
and show up. June - One Child: The story
of China's most radical experiment by Mei
Fong (Book Club only in June); July - The
Shack by William P. Young; August Game Without Rules: The often interrupted
history of Afghanistan by Tamin Ansary.

ST. JOHN VIANNEY SUMMER CAMPOUT:
Signups are officially open for the SJV Family Life Ministry
Summer Campout that will be held from the evening of
July 27th through 11 am of July 29th
You can sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the parish
office at (925) 939-7911. More information is available on the
website. If you have questions you can reach out to Carmen de
Tapia (carmeng.de.tapia@gmail.com) or Debbie White
(dwhite@astound.net).

Please join us June 10-15 in the Faith Formation Hall. Be
SHIPWRECKED at VBS and be Rescued by Jesus!
We need campers 3yrs old through entering 5th grade in the
fall of 2018. We need Counselors in Training, students
entering 6th grade through 12th grade in the fall of 2018. We
need adult volunteers.
Sun. June 10th -Opening
Program and Potluck Dinner
6:00-8:00pm.
Day Camp: Mon. - Fri. 9:00am
to Noon.
Evening Camp: Tues. & Thurs.
6:30-8:30pm. Including a miniretreat for adults. We begin
with dinner.
Fri. June 15th Closing Program
7:00-8:00pm.

EVERYTHING YOU NEEDED TO KNOW ABOUT STUDENT FAITH
FORMATION REGISTRATION FOR THE
2018-2019 ACADEMIC YEAR:
Registration for all 2018 -2019 faith formation student
programs begins soon. To register, you may bring completed
forms to the parish office, or come to walk-in registration at the
Faith Formation Office. (See dates below.) Registration forms
may be downloaded from the parish website
at: www.sjvianney.org. Please be sure to download both the
registration form and the Diocese of Oakland Child’s Medical
and Media Permission form. You will also need to bring a copy
of your child’s baptismal certificate at the time of
registration. You can bring a check for the fees or you can pay
through our website: sjvianney.org, use the E-Giving button,
and scroll to Faith Formation fees.
Walk-in registration will take place in the Faith Formation Hall.
The dates are as follows:
Tuesday, August 28 from 3 pm to 7 pm
Wednesday, August 29 from 11 am to 2 pm
Questions, contact faithformation@sjvianney.org or call (925)
939-7911 ext. 124.
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The St. Vincent de Paul Pleasant Hill
Thrift Store has now officially Re-Opened!
Donate gently used items such as:
clothing, furniture, housewares, etc.
Volunteer Thrift Store Assistants and
Thrift Store Sorters are also needed!
2815 Contra Costa Blvd, Pleasant Hill,
CA 94523 (925) 934-5063
Hours: 10am-6pm 7 days a week | Donations (10am-4pm)

Retreats and Classes
You Are Not Alone - From Grief to Grace
Saturday, June 9th
Santa Sabina Retreat Center, 25 Magnolia Ave, San
Rafael. (close to Dominican College)
When we are caught in the shadows of grief over the loss of a
loved on e, especially those who may have taken their own
lives, we can feel isolated and alone;
Who will
understand?
With whom can I entrust my sorrows,
unanswered questions and regrets?
This Retreat day will offer an opportunity for any who are
experiencing such loss and unresolved grief to join with Fr.
Padraig Greene, an experienced presenter and guide, for
reflection, prayer and journaling.
The day begins at 10a.m., includes lunch and will close at
4;45p.m.. Eucharist will follow at 5p.m.

Called and Gifted Workshop

Friday & Saturday, June 8-9, 2018
Fri 7pm-9:30pm; Sat. 9am-4pm,lunch included.
Prior sign-ups are required $50
https://stdominics.org/ministries/adultformation/calledandgifted
Join members of St. Dominic's parish and people from around
the Bay Area as we discover answers to these questions
together. The Called & Gifted workshop is a special program
that teaches Catholics how to discover their unique spiritual
gifts - gifts God gives us all to share with our family, our friends,
our workplace, and our community. Through the workshop we
learn about our Catholic understanding of these gifts, and how
to start the process of discerning the specific gifts God has
given us.

Please share this information with grieving friends and families.
Call 415.457.7727 or info@santasabinacenter.org. for
reservations.
Companions in Ignatian Service and Spirituality is a unique
program for mature women and men who desire to deepen
their awareness and love of God through accompanying the
poor and marginalized and engaging with fellow Companions in
dialogue, prayer and reflection rooted in the spirituality of St.
Ignatius of Loyola.
We are currently accepting applications for the 2018-2019
program. Companions start the year with an opening retreat on
Saturday, August 25th and then meet monthly with their small
group of fellow Companions from September to June. The East
Bay Companions group is hosted at the Jesuit School of
Theology in Berkeley. New participants will be welcomed until
our program is filled to capacity, usually by August 6.
Applications are available at: ignatianspirituallifecenter.org/
companionsapply.html
To get more information about our program, please contact
Marco Matute at Marco@SaintAgnesSF.com.

San Damiano Retreat Center
710 Highland Drive, Danville
(925) 837-9141 SanDamiano.org
June 3-8 “The Gift of a Moment” a silent retreat
June 29-July 1 “Staying our Right Size… What an Order!”
with Sr. Briegeen Moore, OSC, a recovery retreat

Gospel Reflections

Treasures from our Tradition

Precious Blood
On this solemnity we focus our attention on the Body and
Blood of Christ. We listen to the story of the renewal of the old
covenant, which Moses sealed by splashing the blood of
animals on the altar of sacrifice, as well as on the people.
Jesus, whose blood is the blood of the new covenant, shed
that precious blood on the cross, saving us from sin and
promising us everlasting life. Blood is the life source that
courses through our bodies. The precious blood of Christ is
the life source for our spirits. Today may we, like the psalmist,
offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the Lord, whose Body and
Blood strengthen us to bring the Good News to everyone we
meet.

The origins of today’s solemnity lie in thirteenth-century Belgium.
In those days, people seldom received Holy Communion, and
never from the chalice. A nun in a troubled convent, Juliana of
Liège, devoted her life to stirring up love for the Eucharist,
lobbying for a feast day to honor the Blessed Sacrament with
Masses and processions.

AS REAL AS IT GETS
The “new covenant” described in Hebrews is every bit as real
as the dramatic blood-splashed covenant of Exodus. Jesus
transformed the covenantal experience for us, putting an end
to bloody animal sacrifices. The author of Hebrews explains:
“he entered once for all into the sanctuary, not with the blood
of goats and calves but with his own blood, thus obtaining
eternal redemption.” Jesus died, once for all, offering his own
blood in atonement for our sins. On the last night of his life,
Jesus commanded us to offer bread and wine—which he
transforms into his own Body and Blood—in remembrance of
his perfect sacrifice. Although pouring wine from a bottle is in
a different category from killing a bull and sprinkling its blood,
we must never forget that the wine we offer truly becomes the
actual Blood of Christ.
ROYAL PRIESTHOOD
Jesus’ free choice to die for us on the cross perfected the long
tradition of priests offering bloody sacrifices on the altar. As
our reading from Hebrews tells us, “Christ came as high priest
of the good things that have come to be.” In his death, Jesus
served as both the priest and the victim, “once for all.” Jesus
died for us. For all of us. He knows us each by name and
raises us all to undivided, unprejudiced dignity. In doing this,
Jesus makes us part of a “royal priesthood.” Under the new
covenant, we are baptized into the common priesthood of
Jesus and invited to make a sacrifice of our very selves. God
still calls ordained priests to offer the sacrifice of Jesus’ Body
and Blood every day on our altars. This is a great gift, and the
focus of our solemn feast today. Our common baptismal
priesthood also reminds us that each one of us participates in
the great sacrifice of Jesus when we offer our love and deeds
on the altar of our hearts.

Juliana may have been inspired by the Ascension Day
processions in nearby Bruges. Crusaders brought a treasure
home to Bruges from Constantinople in 1204: a reliquary said to
contain a cloth from Joseph of Arimathea with which he had
helped prepare the body of Jesus for burial. The stain on the
cloth was said to be the holy blood itself, and so the people of
Bruges built a great basilica to house the relic. Bruges became a
great center of pilgrimage because of this treasure, and the
procession of the Holy Blood is still one of the greatest festivals
in Belgium today. The bishop carries the relic through the narrow
streets, and the people wear medieval costumes and act out
scenes from the Bible.
TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — This is the blood of the covenant that the
LORD has made with you (Exodus 24:3-8).
Psalm — I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the name of
the Lord (Psalm 116).
Second Reading — Christ is the mediator of a new covenant
(Hebrews 9:11-15).
Gospel — This is my body. This is my blood of the covenant
(Mark 14:12-16, 22-26).
READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:
Tuesday:

2 Pt 1:2-7; Ps 91:1-2, 14-16; Mk 12:1-12
2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18; Ps 90:2-4, 10, 14, 16;
Mk 12:13-17
Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12; Ps 123:1b-2;
Mk 12:18-27
Thursday:
2 Tm 2:8-15; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;
Mk 12:28b-34
Friday:
Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9; Is 12:2-6;
Eph 3:8-12, 14-19; Jn 19:31-37
Saturday:
2 Tm 4:1-8; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 2:41-51
Sunday:
Gn 3:9-15; Ps 130:1-8;
2 Cor 4:13 — 5:1; Mk 3:20-35

Saints and Special Observances

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Friday:
Saturday:

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
Ninth Week in Ordinary Time
St. Boniface
St. Norbert
The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

