Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
May 20th, 2018 Feast of the Pentecost

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Today we celebrate the Feast of the
Pentecost, the feast of the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit upon our Blessed Mother
and the Apostles. The giving of the Holy
Spirit to the new People of God on this day crowns the mighty
acts of the Father in salvation history.
The Jewish feast of Pentecost called all devout Jews to gather
in Jerusalem to celebrate their birth as God's chosen people, in
the Covenant Law given to Moses at Sinai (Lev 23:15-21; Deut
16:9-11).
In today's First Reading the mysteries prefigured in that feast
are fulfilled in the pouring out of the Spirit on our Blessed
Mother and the Apostles (Acts 1:14)
The Spirit seals the new law and new covenant brought by
Jesus, written not on stone tablets but on the hearts of
believers, as the prophets promised (2 Cor 3:2-8; Rom 8:2)
The Spirit is revealed as the life-giving breath of the Father, the
Wisdom by which He made all things, as we sing in today's
Psalm. In the beginning, the Spirit came as a “mighty wind”
sweeping over the face of the earth and in the new creation of
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit again comes as “a strong, driving
wind” to renew the face of the earth.
As God fashioned the first man out of dust and filled him with
His Spirit (Gen 2:7) in today's Gospel we see the New Adam
become a life-giving Spirit, breathing new life into the Apostles
(1 Cor 15:45,47). It's this that makes us celebrate the day of
the Pentecost
Like a river of living water, for all ages He will pour out His
Spirit on His body, the Church, as we hear in today's Epistle
(Jn 7:37-39).
We receive that Spirit in the sacraments, being made a “new
creation” in Baptism (2 Cor 5:17; Gal6:15). Drinking of the one
Spirit in the Eucharist (1 Cor10:4), we are the first fruits of a
new humanity – fashioned from out of every nation under
heaven, with no distinctions of wealth or language or race, a
people born of the Spirit.
(Continued on page 2)

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of faith,
hope and love. We strive to foster our spiritual growth
and share the gifts God has given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney Parish,
registration forms are in the back of the church, on our
website www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish
Office. You can drop off a form in the collection
baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St. John
Vianney community. Is God calling you to become a
part of this important work of the people of God?

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm

1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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I invite and urge you to pray for our Parish Community that all of
us will together open our hearts to receive the Holy Spirit. We
read in the Acts, “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all
gathered together in one place” (Acts 2:1). May the Holy Spirit find
us all "in one place" as comes down on us and fills us with His
presence.
Let’s appreciate what we have, and live united in the Spirit. Happy
feast of the Pentecost.
With prayerful blessings,
Fr. William Rosario

Eucharistic Adoration
You are invited to spend some personal time in silent prayer with
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament every first Saturday of the
month. It is a good time to reflect on how much God loves us.
The next scheduled Eucharistic Adoration will be Saturday, Jun
2nd. It is held in Mullen Commons Library after the 8:30 Mass
until 3:30 pm.

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm
Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org
Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org
Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org
Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org
Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org

Page 2

The feast of Pentecost

invites us to reflect
prayerfully upon the Holy Spirit. Our readings today reveal
three distinct views of the Holy Spirit. In Acts, the Spirit moves
powerfully and unpredictably, sometimes in disorienting ways,
to renew the world. In Paul, the Spirit unites the church in
Jesus into one body, and provides many varied and
complementary gifts to the church. In John, the Spirit
continues the healing and forgiving presence of Jesus, and
empowers his followers to extend the ministry of Jesus to the
whole world. Pentecost teaches us that the Holy Spirit speaks
and acts in many ways: to comfort us, to shake us up, and to
open us to something new. Always, the Spirit is
communicating God’s love. Just like those who first heard
God’s proclamation in many languages, we might hear the
Spirit who penetrates our hearts, speaking the many
languages of love.

ENCOUNTERING CULTURE
We listen today, in Acts, of how very diverse individuals, all
Jewish, heard the proclamation of Jesus in their own
languages. These were likely diaspora Jews who had lived in
other lands and had learned different languages and cultures.
Throughout the book, the author of Acts is hinting at what will
happen later.
The Good News will be received by different peoples and
cultures. There will be dialogue between Jesus’ message and
each culture, and the message will take root within the
culture. Many persons will reject Jesus, but those who accept
him will learn to proclaim Jesus, and join in the Spirit’s work of
transforming the culture.
We too are invited to join God’s mission in our own culture,
approaching with both humility and boldness. We are to be
servants, companions, and sometimes prophets, always with
charity and openness. The Spirit calls us both to engage in
dialogue with others and to proclaim Jesus with our lives.
GIFTS TO BE SHARED
Through Paul’s ministry in Corinth, the Christian community
there had sprung up quickly. A variety of spiritual gifts were
enthusiastically shared. But that variety led to arguments
among them. Some believed that some gifts, such as
speaking in tongues, were more important. Those with certain
gifts gained honor and status in the community.
In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul challenged this. He wrote
that all are gifted, and all gifts come from the Holy Spirit. The
gifts, though quite varied, are fundamentally equal in
importance. They have one shared purpose, to proclaim and
live the good news of Jesus.
Each of us is invited to consider how the Spirit has given us
gifts within the Church to participate in God’s mission in the
world. Our gifts are valuable and distinctly ours. But they are
no better or worse than the gifts of others. All are given to
serve our common purpose. With both humility and boldness,
let us share our gifts.
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WEEKLY M EETING SCHEDULE

WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS
Monday, May 21

Monday, May 21, 2018
Rosary Group
Yoga
POWR
Tuesday, May 22, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
9:30-10:30 am Contemplative Prayer
11:30-1:30 pm Altar Society Luncheon
6:00-10:00 pm Compassionate Friends
7:00-9:00 pm Lectors of the week
7:30-9:00 pm Grief Ministry
Wednesday, May 23, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
9:30-11:00 am MOM's Ministry
6:00-7:00 pm Handbells Music Ministry
7:30-9:00 pm Adult Choir
Thursday, May 24, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
Friday, May 25, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
11:30-2:30 pm Senior Social
11:30-1:00 pm AA
Saturday, May 26, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
4:00-4:30 pm Parish Reconciliation
4:30-5:00 pm Music Ministry
Sunday, May 27, 2018
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word
3:30-4:30 pm Choir practice - Youth
8:00- 8:25 am
9:30-11:30 am
7:00-9:00 pm

Church
Cmns Vista
Cmns Conf. 3
Church
Rectory Parlor
Cmns Vista
Cmns Library
Office Conf.
Cmns Vista
Church
Cmns Conf 3
Church
Church
Church
Church
Cmns Vista
FF Rms ABC
Church
Church
Church
Cmns Vista
Church

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
St. Paul reminds us today that all of our gifts have their course
in the Holy Spirit and that those gifts are given “for the common
good.” What gifts are mine to share?
Collection on May 12 & 13, 2018
Plate Collections including mailed checks:

$ 12,483.25

Online Donations:

$ 1,450.00

Total Collection:

$ 13,933.25

Weekly Goal:

$ 18,750.00

Shortfall:

$ (4,816.75)

YTD Excess:

$ 25,222.25

Catholic Communications:

$ 1,466.00

8:30 am

Tuesday, May 22
Wednesday, May 23
Thursday, May 24
Friday, May 25
Saturday, May 26

8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm
Sunday, May 27 9:00 am
11:00 am
+ denotes deceased 5:00 pm

+ Salvatore & Maria Isabella
Durante
+ George Politis
+ Kathy Dorr
+ Gerald Smith
+ Lucille Whalen
+ Otmar Pintaritsch
+ Bert Mayr
The Abesamis Family
+ Dick Holmberg
+ Petronio & Concordia Ado

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.
Daniel Cruz
Levi Gharagozian
Austin Lemak
Tree Gorman
Ramon & Mayette
Llenado
Burt
Jim Altomare
Larry Balbierz
Marianna Bechold
Rowan Burton
Jack Calloway
Doris Cherian
Bill & Anita Dennis

Betsy Ding
Jennifer DiSalvo
Tim Dorr
Marianne Everit
Joyce Fellows
Pamela Ferrill
Marie Hill
Norm & Mark
Jokerst
Fr. Brian Joyce
Richard Maihofer
Barbara Malan
Bob Mason
Carolyn Mayer

Lucile MacLeod
Fr. Jim McGee
Jack Morgan
Ann Narloch
Mike Pollard
Randy Rudd
Elizabeth “Betty”
Ricco
Randy Rudd
James Michael
Tobin
Jack & Sharla
Vohs

Pray for the Deceased
Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Francis Jay
Andaya
Tony Bermoy
Peggy Caples

Perigrino Medina
Fred Papina
Edmundo Ramos
Rita Stellini

Marie Tillman
Tom Mullarkey
Norma Mungo

Pray,
Always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily,
Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week, lets pray Peace
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MOMS MINISTRY SPRING SERIES:
SENIOR SOCIAL:
The May Senior Social is scheduled for May 25th, 11:30 – 2:30
pm in Mullen Commons. Come hang out, socialize, and meet
new people. This is also a great opportunity to renew and
invigorate old friendships. Singles, widows, widowers,
divorced, separated, and couples are all welcome. The cost is
$5 and includes lunch. You can sign up at www.SJVianney.org
or by calling the office at 925-939-7911. Also, mark your
calendars for all the following dates: May 25th, No June social
(Book Club will meet June 22, 1-3 pm), July 27th.
Senior Book Club: The Senior Social
sponsors a Senior Book Club that
meets for an hour after lunch at each
social. To join, you just read the book
of the month and show up. May - Mary
Coin by Marisa Silver; June - One
Child: The story of China's most
radical experiment by Mei Fong; July The Shack by William P. Young; August - Game Without
Rules: The often interrupted history of Afghanistan by Tamin
Ansary. Note that the book club will meet in June even though
there is no social.

ST. JOHN VIANNEY SUMMER CAMPOUT:
Signups are officially open for the SJV Family Life Ministry
Summer Campout that will be held from the evening of
July 27th through 11 am of July 29th
You can sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the parish
office at (925) 939-7911. More information is available on the
website. If you have questions you can reach out to Carmen de
Tapia (carmeng.de.tapia@gmail.com) or Debbie White
(dwhite@astound.net).

Beyond Clichés, Facts and Opinions… join us on Wednesday,
May 23, on our last gathering for our Spring Series, Seven
Levels of Intimacy: The Art of loving and the Joy of being
loved. What really matters, how it makes us feel, what we
hope and dream, what scares us, what we can improve on…
and what do we really need in our
core relationships with loved ones,
friends, co-workers and our
community at large.
Lower Mullen Commons, Room 3,
Wednesday, May 23 at 9:30-11am.
More information is available on the
SJV website (sjvianney.org).
We will meet once a month during
the summer months. Dates will be
announced soon! If you have littles
ones, feel free to bring them along!
Walk-ins are Welcome!

EVERYTHING YOU NEEDED TO KNOW ABOUT STUDENT FAITH
FORMATION REGISTRATION FOR THE 2018-2019 ACADEMIC
YEAR:
Registration for all 2018 -2019 faith formation student
programs begins soon. To register, you may bring completed
forms to the parish office, or come to walk-in registration at the
Faith Formation Office. (See dates below.) Registration forms
may be downloaded from the parish website
at: www.sjvianney.org. Please be sure to download both the
registration form and the Diocese of Oakland Child’s Medical
and Media Permission form. You will also need to bring a copy
of your child’s baptismal certificate at the time of
registration. You can bring a check for the fees or you can pay
through our website: sjvianney.org, use the E-Giving button,
and scroll to Faith Formation fees.
Walk-in registration will take place in the Faith Formation Hall.
The dates are as follows:
Wednesday, May 30 from 11 am to 2 pm
Thursday, May 31 from 3 pm to 7 pm
Tuesday, August 28 from 3 pm to 7 pm
Wednesday, August 29 from 11 am to 2 pm
Questions, contact faithformation@sjvianney.org or call (925)
939-7911 ext. 124.
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Retreats and Classes

The St. Vincent de Paul Pleasant Hill
Thrift Store has now officially Re-Opened!
Donate gently used items such as:
clothing, furniture, housewares, etc.
Volunteer Thrift Store Assistants and
Thrift Store Sorters are also needed!
2815 Contra Costa Blvd, Pleasant Hill,
CA 94523 (925) 934-5063
Hours: 10am-6pm 7 days a week | Donations (10am-4pm)

San Damiano Retreat Center
710 Highland Drive, Danville
(925) 837-9141 SanDamiano.org
May 25-27 Operations Recovery Service hosts a retreat for
adult children of alcoholics
June 3-8 “The Gift of a Moment” a silent retreat
June 29-July 1 “Staying our Right Size… What an Order!”
with Sr. Briegeen Moore, OSC, a recovery retreat

Healing the Mind, Body and Soul will be held May 26 from
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at St. Columba Parish Hall, 6401 San
Pablo, Oakland. A short video, panel discussion, resources and
opportunities for confidential group sharing, mindfulness guided
meditation, a demonstration on healthy eating and cooking and
an art gallery are all part of the day. Light refreshments will be
served. There is no charge, but a reservation is appreciated by
calling Haley Arterberry at 510.917.9697.
Companions in Ignatian Service and Spirituality is a unique
program for mature women and men who desire to deepen
their awareness and love of God through accompanying the
poor and marginalized and engaging with fellow Companions in
dialogue, prayer and reflection rooted in the spirituality of St.
Ignatius of Loyola.
We are currently accepting applications for the 2018-2019
program. Companions start the year with an opening retreat on
Saturday, August 25th and then meet monthly with their small
group of fellow Companions from September to June. The East
Bay Companions group is hosted at the Jesuit School of
Theology in Berkeley. New participants will be welcomed until
our program is filled to capacity, usually by August 6.
Applications are available at: ignatianspirituallifecenter.org/
companionsapply.html
To get more information about our program, please contact
Marco Matute at Marco@SaintAgnesSF.com.

Caution: Spirit at Work
If Pentecost celebrates the gifts of the Spirit, it can tempt us to separate the Spirit from the Father and Jesus. Sometimes we think of
the Father as the God of the Old Testament, Jesus as center of New Testament, and the Spirit as God of the present age, almost as
if the Father and Jesus were enjoying their retirement. Actually, all three persons share one God-life. Instead of three gods debating
the fate of the universe, we have one God who is over all and in all.
The Spirit has been active in all ages. The prophets were empowered by the Spirit to proclaim God’s word to Israel. Jesus was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit led Jesus into the desert at the beginning of his ministry. (Search the word
“spirit” in the four gospels and it appears 75 times.) Jesus was filled with the Spirit as he preached and worked miracles. Then at
Pentecost the disciples were filled with the Spirit.
So what about Pentecost? It is really about using our gifts and sharing the good news. The Spirit gives us the power, courage, and
energy to do this. The Spirit’s gifts are meant to be shared. The prophets could not help proclaim God’s message. Jesus shared all
he knew with his disciples. The disciples went out to the world to spread the news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. So we, too, are
given gifts to be shared.
The greatest gift we have been given is the news of our salvation. This feast reminds us to share that with others. We may do that by
example, as when we worship together, forgive others, give to the poor or help someone in need. We can also share that news by
teaching our children about God and his love for them, teaching them to pray, or sharing our faith with other adults. As we come to
realize how much God has done for us and how close he is to us, we will want to share that with others. Obviously, we can’t make
everyone believe in Jesus. But how sad would it be if someone we know was looking for the truth and we neglected to offer it?

Gospel Reflections

Treasures from our Tradition

REMEMBERING AT THE DOOR
What was the first thing you did today as you entered
the church? The very first ritual gesture we are invited to make
is the dipping of our hand in a font or vessel of holy water. We
then make a sign of the cross. For so many of us this gesture
has become routine and its potential impact passes us by.
Obviously, we make this gesture to remind us that baptism
was our entry, our initiation, into the Church. Each time we
come to worship, we remind ourselves that we are baptized
believers. In order to recover the meaning of this gesture,
many people have begun to add an extra remembrance to this
gesture. When making the sign of the cross with the holy
water, consider bringing to mind those who initially brought
you to the sacrament of baptism—your parents and
godparents.

The disciples gathered on the fiftieth day after the Resurrection
were not keeping their first Pentecost. For them, Pentecost was
the fiftieth day after Passover, a feast of the first fruits of the
harvest. It was the second most important feast of the year.
Today, Jews gather on the eve of the feast to study scripture and
the law, and after the feast begins at sundown, spend the day in
joyful social gatherings. The meaning of the celebration is the
giving of the law on Mount Sinai, so for Christians the connection
to the gifts of the Holy Spirit is obvious. In Sicily and in the
Pantheon in Rome, today the descent of the Holy Spirit is
enacted with a stunning ritual. Some churches there have an
“eye” in the roof open to the sky, called an oculus. After the
Gospel today, thousands of rose petals fall from the oculus onto
the assembly. Churches and homes are decked in greenery and
flowers to express the new life the Holy Spirit brings on this, the
“birthday of the church.”

BAPTISM AS THE ROOT OF VOCATION
On this great feast of Pentecost, when we celebrate
the inrushing of the Holy Spirit, it is good for us to recall our own
baptism. Baptism is at the foundation of each Christian’s call, or
vocation, to share in the ministry of Jesus Christ. For some, this
means a response to the call to ordained ministry. For the vast
majority of us, our vocation is played out in life’s relationships
and everyday situations. Our ordained leaders have the
responsibility of inspiring us to do the work of building the reign
of God in those places where our daily routines take us: school,
work, the gym, the supermarket, the mall, our dinner tables,
around the television, or at the computer. At our baptism, we
were given the gift of the Holy Spirit. In confirmation, we were
sealed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The power to share in the
ministry of Christ is planted within us. Let us be open to
rediscovering the power of the Holy Spirit on this Pentecost and
throughout the coming year.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Filled with the Holy Spirit, the apostles begin
to speak in tongues (Acts 2:1-11).
Psalm — Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face
of the earth (Psalm 104).
Second Reading — There are different kinds of spiritual gifts
but the same Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13) or Galatians
5:16-25.
Gospel — As the Father has sent me, so I send you. Receive
the Holy Spirit (John 20:19-23) or
John 15:26-27; 16:12-15.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; Ps 87:1-3, 5-7; Jn
19:25-34
Tuesday:
Jas 4:1-10; Ps 55:7-11a, 23; Mk 9:30-37
Wednesday: Jas 4:13-17; Ps 49:2-3, 6-11; Mk 9:38-40
Thursday: Jas 5:1-6; Ps 49:14-20; Mk 9:41-50
Friday:
Jas 5:9-12; Ps 103:1-4, 8-9, 11-12; Mk 10:1-12
Saturday: Jas 5:13-20; Ps 141:1-3, 8; Mk 10:13-16
Sunday:
Dt 4:32-34, 39-40; Ps 33:4-6, 9, 18-20, 22; Rom
8:14-17; Mt 28:16-20

