Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
May 6th, 2018 Sixth Sunday of Easter

Pastor’s Corner
My dear Sisters and Brothers,
Happy Easter! Christ is risen! Alleluia! He’s risen indeed!
Alleluia! Christianity either stands or falls on the
truthfulness of this single article of faith. “If Christ did not
rise from the dead, then in vain is our preaching and in vain is your faith” (1
Cor 15:14). It’s this conviction that made St. Augustine say, “We are an Easter
people and ‘Alleluia’ is our Song!”
The relevance and significance of Easter is conspicuous in the way it is
celebrated. No other feast is celebrated with as much preparation, solemnity
and duration as is Easter- fifty days of celebration from Lent to the Pentecost.
Christianity indeed reaches it crescendo in Easter. The whole of the Scriptures
is a movement towards the Risen Christ. The Risen Christ is the final
revelation of the mind and heart of God. In Him, God reveals love rather than
hate, compassion rather than anger, non-violence rather than violence.
As He shows Himself to His disciples, the Risen Christ admonishes them for
their lack of faith without insulting them. He chastises them without berating
them. Peter who denied Him three times is given the opportunity to profess his
love for Him three times. Our God is a God of the second chance!
The Risen Christ reveals that love is stronger than hate; that forgiveness is
greater than revenge; that compassion is finer than criticism. The Risen Christ
reveals to us a God who does not condemn, who does not convict and who
does not judge.
He teaches us a new way of living that’s beyond victory and defeat, a way of
becoming the victory instead of winning the victory. He shows us a way of
bringing along our opponents with us. He teaches us not to hate or humiliate
the other as that would be continuing the same pattern and reciprocating the
violence.
That is why the death and resurrection of Jesus is a new way that turns
around the human history and gives us a new story line. Are you ready to take
after the Risen Christ? What will be your new storyline?
Easter wishes and blessings!

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community
of faith, hope and love. We strive to foster
our spiritual growth and share the gifts God
has given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney
Parish, registration forms are in the back of
the church, on our website
www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish
Office. You can drop off a form in the
collection baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our
St. John Vianney community. Is God calling
you to become a part of this important work
of the people of God?

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm

Yours in Christ Jesus,
Rev. William Rosario

1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA
94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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Welcome Home!
We have been waiting for you. We know that sometimes you
can drift away for whatever reason or need. Know that God
continues to long and wait for your return.
If you are someone or know of someone who has drifted away
from God or the Catholic Church... Come Home! We are waiting for you.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The gift of the Holy Spirit was
poured out on the Gentiles also (Acts 10:25-26, 3435, 44-48).
Psalm — The Lord has revealed to the nations his
saving power (Psalm 98).
Second Reading — Let us love one another,
because love is of God (1 John 4:7-10) or 1 John
4:11-16.
Gospel — This is my commandment: love one
another as I love you (John 15:9-17) or John
17:11b-19.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;
Jn 15:26 — 16:4a
Tuesday:
Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn
16:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2,
11-14; Jn 16:12-15
Thursday:
Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph
1:17-23 or Eph 4:1-13 [1-7, 11-13];
Mk 16:15-20 (for Ascension);
otherwise Acts 18:1-8; Ps 98:1-4; Jn
16:16-20
Friday:
Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23
Saturday:
Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10;
Jn 16:23b-28
Sunday:
Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26; Ps 103:12, 11-12, 19-20; 1 Jn 4:11-16; Jn
17:11b-19; or, for Ascension, Acts
1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17- 23
or Eph 4:1-13 [1-7, 11-13]; Mk 16:15
-20 or Jn 17:11b-19

If you have questions about the Catholic Church or about God; if you have not
been to Church in a long time and you
feel disconnected... Come Home. The
Door is Open waiting for you.
For more information please contact
our Parish Office at staff@sjvianney.org
or call 939-7911 ext. 0

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm
Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org
Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org
Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org
Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org
Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org
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WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS

WEEKLY M EETING SCHEDULE
Monday, May 7, 2018
Rosary Group
Yoga
Tuesday, May 8, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
9:30-10:30 am Contemplative Prayer
4:00-6:00 pm Family Faith Formation
7:00-9:00 pm Lectors of the week
7:00-8:30 pm MS Faith Formation
7:30-9:00 pm Grief Ministry
Wednesday, May 9, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
9:30-11:00 am MOM's Ministry
4:00-5:00 pm Children's Choir
6:00-7:00 pm Handbells Music Ministry
7:00-9:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul
7:30-9:00 pm Adult Choir
Thursday, May 10, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
9:15- 11:00 am Faith in Action
4:00-6:00 pm Family Faith Formation
Friday, May 11, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
11:30-1:00 pm AA
12:00-2:00 pm Caring Hands
Saturday, May 12, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
4:00-4:30 pm Parish Reconciliation
4:30-5:00 pm Music Ministry
Sunday, May 13, 2018
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word
9:00-10:00 am PreK & Kindergarten Faith Formation
12:00-2:00 pm Family Faith Formation
3:30-4:30 pm Choir practice - Youth
6:00-8:30 pm HS Faith Formation
8:00- 8:25 am
9:30-11:30 am

Sunday, May 6

9:00 am + Josefina Lingao
11:00 am + Marc Sievers
5:00 pm + Frederick Crowe
Monday, May 7
8:30 am
Ann Narloch
Church
Tuesday, May 8
8:30 am + Angelo Dimech
Rectory Parlor
Wednesday, May 9 8:30 am + James J McGee Sr.
FF Hall
Thursday, May 10
8:30 am + Claudia Siasat
Office Conf.
Friday, May 11
8:30 am + Taihee Dewes
FF Hall
Saturday, May 12
8:30 am + Josephine Rosete
Cmns Vista
5:00 pm + Otmar Pintaritsch
Sunday, May 13
7:30 am + Geraldine Pugh
Church
9:00 am + Rosa dela Fuente & Ramona Maclang
Church
+ denotes deceased 11:00 am
Fernando & Lizett Alvarez, Anniversary
Church
Church
Pray for the Sick
Cmns Conf 3
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
Church
Church
Cmns Vista

faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.

Church
Cmns Conf 2
FF Hall
Church
FF Rms ABC
Cmns Library
Church
Church
Church
Cmns Vista
Cmns Conf 1,2,3
FF Hall
Church
FF Hall

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
Jesus’ commandment is that His disciples love one another,
even to the point of laying down their lives, if necessary. What
gifts of myself-my skills and talents, my time and resources- will
best demonstrate my love for God’s people?
Collection on April 28-29, 2018
Plate Collections including mailed checks:

$ 9,633.00

Online Donations:

$ 1,140.00

Total Collection:

$ 10,773.00

Weekly Goal:

$ 18,750.00

(Shortfall):

$ (7,977.00)

YTD Excess:

$ 328,412.75

Daniel Cruz
Elizabeth “Betty”
Ricco
Lucile MacLeod
Stan Barnickel
Aurelio Castro
Bill Dennis
Levi Gharagozian
Jim Altomare
Larry Balbierz
Marianna Bechold
Rowan Burton
Jack Calloway

Doris Cherian
Anita Dennis
Jennifer DiSalvo
Tim Dorr
Marianne Everit
Joyce Fellows
Pamela Ferrill
Marie Hill
Norm & Mark
Jokerst
Fr. Brian Joyce
Richard Maihofer
Barbara Malan

Bob Mason
Carolyn Mayer
Fr. Jim McGee
Jack Morgan
Ann Narloch
Hunter Paalman
Mike Pollard
James Michael
Tobin
Jack & Sharla
Vohs

Pray for the Deceased
Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Francis Jay Andaya
Patty Caples

Terrence Keigher
Edmundo Ramos

Rita Stellini

Pray,
Always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily,
Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week, lets pray for the
Rosary Group
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MOMS MINISTRY SPRING SERIES:
SENIOR SOCIAL:
The May Senior Social is scheduled for May 25th, 11:30 – 2:30
pm in Mullen Commons. Come hang out, socialize, and meet
new people. This is also a great opportunity to renew and
invigorate old friendships. Singles, widows, widowers,
divorced, separated, and couples are all welcome. The cost is
$5 and includes lunch. You can sign up at www.SJVianney.org
or by calling the office at 925-939-7911. Also, mark your
calendars for all the following dates: May 25th, No June social
(Book Club will meet June 22, 1-3 pm), July 27th.
Senior Book Club: The Senior Social
sponsors a Senior Book Club that
meets for an hour after lunch at each
social. To join, you just read the book
of the month and show up. May - Mary
Coin by Marisa Silver; June - One
Child: The story of China's most
radical experiment by Mei Fong; July The Shack by William P. Young; August - Game Without
Rules: The often interrupted history of Afghanistan by Tamin
Ansary. Note that the book club will meet in June even though
there is no social.

ST. JOHN VIANNEY BASKETBALL:
Excerpt from The Catholic Voice
The 2018 Boys’ CYO Basketball season concluded with
excitement and teo overtime final games, one a triple “sudden
death” overtime!
The Annual Oakland Diocese Boys’ CYO “American Division”
Basketball Playoffs featured 64 teams, Fourth through Eigth
grades, competing in two divisions.
The first overtime game was in the Eighth Grade “AA” final.
Defending champion St. Clement, Hayward, played St. John
BVianney, Walnut Creek, in a rematch from last year’s Seventh
Grade finals. St. John Vianney led at half time 26-14, but St.
Clement took the lead in the fourth quarter and foced a tie at
the end of regulation time, 44-44.
In the overtime period, Dimond Loosli scored 6 of SJV’s 7
points, driving the length of the court for a championship
winning layup at the buzzer, securing the crown for SJV, 5149. High scores for SJV were Dylan Golan and Dimond Loosli
with 16, Brady Cook with 11.

Join us as we explore The Seven Levels of Intimacy: The
Art of Loving and the Joy of Being Loved, by Matthew
Kelly. Intimacy is a throwaway buzzword in pop psychology,
yet it remains a litmus test for the health of relationships and is
something everyone should strive for. Intimacy is the one thing
a person cannot live happily
without. What is intimacy? Who
energizes you? Why do they
energize you? How do you want to
be remembered?
Lower Mullen Commons, Room 3,
Wednesdays, May 9 and May 23 at
9:30-11am.
More information is available on the
SJV website (sjvianney.org).
If you have little ones, feel free to
bring them along! Walk-ins are
welcome!

ST. JOHN VIANNEY SUMMER CAMPOUT:
Signups are officially open for the SJV Family Life Ministry
Summer Campout that will be held from the evening of
July 27th through 11 am of July
29th
You can sign up at
www.sjvianney.org or by calling the
parish office at (925) 939-7911.
More information is available on
the website. If you have questions
you can reach out to Carmen de
(carmeng.de.tapia@gmail.com) or Debbie
(dwhite@astound.net).

Tapia
White
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Retreats and Classes

Healing the Mind, Body and Soul will be held May 26 from
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at St. Columba Parish Hall, 6401 San
Pablo, Oakland. A short video, panel discussion, resources and
opportunities for confidential group sharing, mindfulness guided
meditation, a demonstration on healthy eating and cooking and
an art gallery are all part of the day. Light refreshments will be
served. There is no charge, but a reservation is appreciated by
calling Haley Arterberry at 510.917.9697.
An Open House on the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, a
Montessori religious formation program, will be held May 16, 10
a.m. to 1 p.m., at St. Dominic, 2390 Bush St., San Francisco.
Lunch is provided. To register or for more information, contact
Dr. Melanie Morey at 617.543.6330.
St. Anthony, 971 O’Hara Ave., Oakley, is hosting an
Immigration Forum sponsored by the city of Oakley on May 5,
beginning at 10 a.m. Services being offered include free
consultations with immigration attorneys; Know Your Rights and
family preparedness information; information on how to protect
yourself from immigration fraud; and how to support immigrant
communities. Consultations will be provided on a first come, first
serve basis; wait times up to two hours should be anticipated.
For more information, call 925.625.7011.

Faithful Citizenship
Faithful citizenship calls us to be informed and active voters.
Join us for an informative evening with the League of Women
Voters as they present—Pros and Cons of the June State
Ballot Measures—Thursday, May 10th, 7:30 pm in the Mullen
Commons Vista—sponsored by our SJV Faith in Action
ministry.
Invite your friends, family and neighbors. The event is free and
refreshments will be provided.

Caring Hands
Caring Hands is a Volunteer Caregiviers Program. If you are
interested in making a difference in the lives of the seniors in
our community. Opportunities include friendly visits and
companionship, shopping and errands, transportation to medical
appointments, respite care, occasional driving and social
outings. If you are interested, reach out to
caring.hands@johnmuirhealth.com.

San Damiano Retreat Center
710 Highland Drive, Danville
(925) 837-9141 SanDamiano.org
May 11-12 “Spirituality & Conscious Aging: Finding
Meaning and Purpose in Our Retirement Years,” with Jim
Briggs
May 12 “Embodied Prayer” with Steve Harms, Kaleo and Elise
Ching
May 25-27 Operations Recovery Service hosts a retreat for
adult children of alcoholics
June 3-8 “The Gift of a Moment” a silent retreat
June 29-July 1 “Staying our Right Size… What an Order!”
with Sr. Briegeen Moore, OSC, a recovery retreat

Gospel Reflections

Treasures from our Tradition

In today’s Gospel from John, Jesus speaks of his disciples as
his friends. God’s invitation to loving friendship is present in all
of our readings. God offers a relationship of mutual knowledge
and trust. As with our ordinary human friendships, a space is
created where we can relax, rest, and be playful with each
other. We can feel safe enough to reveal our inner selves to
each other, and to heal divisions between us. Friendship with
God is not burdensome or dutiful, as with slaves and masters,
because it leads to a shared joy. Nor is the friendship shallow
or sentimental, because it involves a mutual laying down of
one’s self. Friendship with God eventually means extending
this shared love to others, and becoming a part of the wider
circle of God’s friends. God longs to be friends with us, and
extends an invitation.

In ancient Rome, the beautiful month of May was dedicated
to the goddess Flora, the patroness of flowers and new life. May
1 was considered the beginning of abundant growth, and a day
for public festivals aimed at expelling winter. Even after
Christianity took hold, the customs of the pagan feast lingered
behind. Long ago, there was a thirty-day devotion to Mary,
sometimes called “Lady Month,” which began on August 15. By
the eighteenth century, the custom of assigning devotions to
months of the year was developing. June, for example, was the
month of the Sacred Heart, and October was for the Holy
Rosary. Beginning with the Jesuit Order in Rome and spreading
throughout the world, May has been celebrated as the month of
Mary, the Blessed Mother, for more than two hundred years.
That was a welcome remedy to some enduring pagan practices,
such as maypole dancing and the crowning of the May Queen.
Some historians say that in ancient times the May Queen was
actually a human sacrifice. Devoting May to Mary is undoubtedly
a better thing to do.

MULTIPLE CONVERSIONS
The story described in our first reading is a major turning point,
both in the book of Acts and in the early Christian community.
In Acts 10 and 11, we hear a story of multiple conversions: of
Cornelius, of Peter, and of the church. Cornelius embraced the
path of Jesus and received the gift of the Holy Spirit. Peter,
through his earlier visions and the pouring out of the Spirit on
Gentiles, began to understand how God was breaking through
his pre-conceived ideas. The story concludes in the next
scene with the meeting of the leaders in Jerusalem. As Peter
described to them what happened to him and to Cornelius, the
leaders were amazed at what God was doing. God was
breaking down barriers and inviting everyone to God’s table.
The church realized that it had to rethink how it understands
God and itself as church.
OUT AHEAD OF US
In the book of Acts, we learn that God is the primary active
agent in the world. God is indeed active within the church. But
here we learn that the Holy Spirit also is out ahead of us,
working in the lives and communities of people who are
different from us. God is busy within and among people who
don’t know God, or who understand God differently, or who
struggle to understand God.
Like Peter and the early church, many of us somehow learned,
often in childhood, whom to trust and who should be avoided.
God, however, seems to be fond of crossing boundaries. The
Spirit is stirring in our neighborhoods, workplaces, and public
spaces. Many of us will need to learn to pay attention to this.
The Spirit invites us to find God there and to join in God’s
work. Our parishes are invited to embrace our local
communities. As we listen and learn from our neighbors and
share God’s love with them, we will deepen our understanding
of being the church today.

Love One Another
In the Gospel for the Sixth Sunday of Easter we are met
with an extraordinary challenge: Jesus commands us to “love
one another as I love you” (John 15:12). The letter from John
echoes this command. Of course, we are to love those in our
family, those we work with, those we like. But the scriptures
make clear that we are also to love those we never notice, those
we purposely avoid, and even those we are tempted to despise.
In this Sunday’s selection from the Acts of the Apostles
Peter shows us how far God’s love extends, and how far our love
should extend in response. Peter realizes that God no longer
“shows partiality” to the Jews, sharing divine love exclusively with
them. Christ has revealed that God’s love extends to all people,
and so should ours.

