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Parish Office  & Staff Contact Information 

Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm    
Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm 

Phone: (925) 939-7911   Fax: (925) 939-0450   

Pastor:  
 Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org 

 

Deacon:  
 Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org 

 

Pastoral Associate for Administration:  
 Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org 

 

Secretary:  
 (Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org  

   Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org 
 Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org 

 

Director of Communications and Community Relations:  
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org 

 

Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:  
 Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org 

 

Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:  
 Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org 

 

Director of Youth Ministry:  
 Christian Vargas  (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org 

 

Director of Music and Liturgy:  
 Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

You are invited to spend some personal time in silent prayer with Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament every first Saturday of the month. It is a good 
time to reflect on how much God loves us. The next scheduled Eucha-
ristic Adoration will be Saturday, May 5th. It is held in Mullen Commons 
Library after the 8:30 Mass until 3:30 pm. 

Welcome Home! 
 

We have been waiting for you. We know that sometimes you 
can drift away for whatever reason or need. Know that God 
continues to long and wait for your return. 
 

If you are someone or know of someone who has drifted away 
from God or the Catholic Church... Come Home! We are wait-
ing for you.  
 

If you have questions about the Catholic 
Church or about God; if you have not 
been to Church in a long time and you 
feel disconnected... Come Home. The 
Door is Open waiting for you. 
 

For more information please contact our 
Parish Office at staff@sjvianney.org or 
call 939-7911 ext. 0 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The church was being built up, 
and grew in numbers (Acts 9:26-31). 
Psalm — I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of 
your people (Psalm 22). 
Second Reading — Let us love not in word or 
speech, but in deed and truth (1 John 3:18-24). 
Gospel — Remain in me, as I remain in you. I am 
the vine, you are the branches (John 15:1-8). 
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-4, 15-16;  
 Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21;  
 Jn 14:27-31a or (for the memorial)  

Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 
23-24;  

 Ps 90:2-4, 12-14, 16; Mt 13:54-58 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8  
Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-5; Jn 14:6-14 
Friday: Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-10, 12; Jn 

15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-3, 5; Jn 

15:18-21 
Sunday: Acts 10:25-36, 34-35, 44-48; Ps 

98:1-4;  
1 Jn 4:7-10 or 1 Jn 4:11-16; Jn 15:9-
17  

FIRST FRIDAY ROSARY DEVOTION: 
 

The Rosary will be recited following the 8:30 am mass on 
Friday, May 4th for First Friday devotion. 



WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS WEEKLY M EETING SCHEDULE 

Pray for the Sick 
 

May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and 
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.      

Pray for the Deceased 
 

Let us remember those from our parish family who have died 
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives 

and offer comfort to their families. 
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Collection on April 21-22, 2018  

Plate Collections including mailed checks:     $ 10,737.75 

Online Donations:  $   7,685.00 

Total Collection: $ 18,422.75 

Weekly Goal: $ 18,750.00  

(Shortfall): $    (327.25) 

YTD Excess: $ 36,389.75 

Pray,  
Always pray. 

 
 

Your prayers are needed. 
The Rosary is recited daily,  

Mon-Sat 8am  
in the Church before Mass. 

This week, lets pray for the SJV 
Choir 

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving 
 

The good steward lives the advice of St. John, loving in deed 
and in truth, rather than just talking about it. 

Daniel Cruz 
Randy Rudd 
Betsy Ding 
Elizabeth “Betty” 
Ricco 
Lucile MacLeod 
Stan Barnickel 
Aurelio Castro 
Bill Dennis 
Jim Altomare 
Frances Jay 
Andaya 
Larry Balbierz 
Marianna Bechold 

Rowan Burton 
Jack Calloway 
Doris Cherian 
Anita Dennis  
Jennifer DiSalvo 
Tim Dorr 
Marianne Everit 
Joyce Fellows 
Pamela Ferrill 
Marie Hill 
Norm & Mark 
Jokerst 
Fr. Brian Joyce 
Richard Maihofer 

Barbara Malan 
Bob Mason 
Carolyn Mayer 
Fr. Jim McGee 
Jack Morgan 
Ann Narloch 
Hunter Paalman 
Mike Pollard 
James Michael 
Tobin 
Jack & Sharla 
Vohs 

Joan Armitage 
Frances Bagnasco 

Judy Balbierz 

Ginny Burger 
Bernice Fees 

Marylou Francis 

Monday, April 30 8:30 am    Jerry & Debbie Mellin 
Tuesday, May 1 8:30 am  + Kathy Scanlan 

Wednesday, May 2 8:30 am  + Lucy Liubicich 
Thursday, May 3 8:30 am  + Tim Gilroy 

Friday, May 4 8:30 am  + John O'Leary 
Saturday, May 5 8:30 am  + Regina Sandor 

 5:00 pm  + John & Veronica O'Leary 
Sunday, May 6 9:00 am  + Josefina Lingao 

 11:00am  + Marc Sievers 
+ denotes deceased 5:00 pm    Frederick Crowe 

 Monday, April 30, 2018  
8:00- 8:25 am Rosary Group  Church 
9:30-11:30 am Yoga Cmns Vista 
1:00-2:00 pm Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition Cmns Library 
 Tuesday, May 1, 2018  
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group  Church 
9:30-10:30 am Contemplative Prayer Rectory Parlor 
7:00-9:00 pm Baptism Parent Prep Session Cmns Vista 
7:00-9:00 pm Lectors of the week Office Conf.  
7:00-8:30 pm MS Faith Formation FF Hall 
 Wednesday, May 2, 2018  
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group  Church 
9:30 am-1:30 
pm 

"Growing Up Catholic" Cmns Vista 

4:00-5:00 pm Children's Choir Church 
6:00-7:00 pm Handbells Music Ministry Church 
7:00-9:00 pm Knights of Columbus Cmns Library 
7:30-9:00 pm Adult Choir Church 
    Thursday, May 3, 2018  
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group  Church 
1:00- 3:00 pm FMG Committee Office Conf.  
4:00-6:00 pm Family Faith Formation FF Hall 
 Friday, May 4, 2018  
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group  Church 
11:30-1:00 pm AA  FF Rms ABC  
 Saturday, May 5, 2018  
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group  Church 
9:00 am-3:00 
pm 

Eucharistic Adoration Cmns Library 

4:00-4:30 pm Parish Reconciliation Church 
4:30-5:00 pm Music Ministry Church 
 Sunday, May 6, 2018  
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word Cmns Vista 
9:00-10:00 am PreK & Kindergarten Faith Formation Cmns Conf 1,2,3 
12:00-2:00 pm Family Faith Formation FF Hall 
3:30-4:30 pm Choir practice - Youth Church 



St. John Vianney Parish Life 

SENIOR SOCIAL:  
 
 

The May Senior Social is scheduled for May 25th, 11:30 – 2:30 
pm in Mullen Commons. Come hang out, socialize, and meet 
new people. This is also a great opportunity to renew and 
invigorate old friendships. Singles, widows, widowers, 
divorced, separated, and couples are all welcome. The cost is 
$5 and includes lunch. You can sign up at www.SJVianney.org 
or by calling the office at 925-939-7911. Also, mark your 
calendars for all the following dates: May 25th, No June social 
(Book Club will meet June 22, 1-3 pm), July 27th. 
 
Senior Book Club: The Senior Social 
sponsors a Senior Book Club that 
meets for an hour after lunch at each 
social. To join, you just read the book 
of the month and show up. May - Mary 
Coin by Marisa Silver; June - One 
Child: The story of China's most 
radical experiment by Mei Fong; July - 
The Shack by William P. Young; 
August - Game Without Rules: The 
o f ten  i n te r rup ted  h is to ry  o f 
Afghanistan by Tamin Ansary. Note 
that the book club will meet in June 
even though there is no social. 

ST. JOHN VIANNEY SUMMER CAMPOUT:  
 

Signups are officially open for the SJV Family Life Ministry 
Summer Campout that will be held from the evening of  
 

July 27th through 11 am of July 29th 
 

You can sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the parish 
office at (925) 939-7911. More information is available on the 
website. If you have questions you can reach out to Carmen de 
Tapia (carmeng.de.tapia@gmail.com) or Debbie White 
(dwhite@astound.net). 
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MOMS MINISTRY SPRING SERIES: 
 

Join us as we explore The Seven Levels of Intimacy: The 
Art of Loving and the Joy of Being Loved, by Matthew 
Kelly. Intimacy is a throwaway buzzword in pop psychology, 
yet it remains a litmus test for the health of relationships and is 
something everyone should strive 
for. Intimacy is the one thing a 
person cannot live happily without. 
What is intimacy? Who energizes 
you? Why do they energize you? 
How do you want to be 
remembered?  
 

Lower Mullen Commons, Room 3, 
Wednesdays, May 9 and May 23 
at 9:30-11am.  
 

More information is available on 
the SJV website (sjvianney.org).  
 

If you have little ones, feel free to 
bring them along! Walk-ins are 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  
 
 

You are invited to spend some personal time in 
silent prayer with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
every first Saturday of the month. It is a good time 
to reflect on how much God loves us. The next 

scheduled Eucharistic Adoration will be Saturday, May 5. It is held in 
Mullen Commons Library after the 8:30 Mass until 3:30 pm. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FIFTH SUNDAY COLLECTION:  
 

This weekend will be the fifth Sunday collection for our St. 
Vincent de Paul (SVdP) ministry at St. John Vianney. SVdP is 
one of the primary ways that our parish reaches out to those in 
need within our community. Through your generosity and 
support we provide food, gas, rent & utility assistance, clothing 
and furniture to families in the Walnut Creed/Concord area. 
During this Easter season let us especially be mindful of the 
needs of others and show the mercy of our risen Lord to them. 
All funding for this important mission comes from these 4 
special collections during the year, so they are essential to 
sustaining our work. Please be generous in contributing so that 
we can carry out our Lord’s command: “Whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me” (Matthew 25:40). 
And if you have a heart for reaching out to those in need, we 
invite you to consider joining this ministry. Please contact Mark 
MacMahon at mjmacmahon@hotmail.com for more 
information. Thank you! 



April 29, 2018 Page 5 

School of Applied Theology 
 

The School of Applied Theology offers a holistic Sabbath 
experience to laity, priests, deacons, and men and women 

religious, who live locally and who come from around the world, 
seeking attentive rest, theological renewal, and spiritual 

transformation.  
 
“The Grace of Divine Union” will be offered April 30, 7-9 p.m. 
at Saint Mary's College of California, Soda Center, Moraga 
Room. Engaging contemporary receptions of the tradition of 
Christian mysticism, Andrew Prevot (Boston College) argues for 
the importance of the Christian doctrine of grace, which holds 
that the mystical is an all-absorbing gift of union with God. In 
this talk, he reflects on why the memory of this gift is important 
for Christian life today. Sponsored by the Bishop John S. 
Cummins Institute for Catholic Thought, Culture, and Action, the 
lecture is free and open to the public.  
 
“The Transformative Power of Surrender,” presented by 
Colette Lafia, will be offered May 1, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at The 
School of Applied Theology, St. Albert’s Priory, 5890 Birch Ct., 
Oakland. Opening our heart to the path of surrender is 
foundational to the spiritual journey. How can the practice and 
grace of surrender transform us? Participants will learn to look 
intimately at their lives as the greatest teacher of this often-
misunderstood spiritual principle through engaging in prayer, 
art, and contemplative listening. Participants will leave this 
workshop with confidence that walking the path of surrender—
living in acceptance and trust—will deepen their spiritual lives 
and bring more peace. Cost is $95, which includes lunch.  
 
Register at http://www.satgtu.org/course-offerings/ or call 
510.652.1651. Continuing Education Units are available.  

Faithful Citizenship 
 

Faithful citizenship calls us to be informed and active voters. 
Join us for an informative evening with the League of Women 
Voters as they present—Pros and Cons of the June State 

Ballot Measures—Thursday, May 10th, 7:30 pm in the Mullen 
Commons Vista—sponsored by our SJV Faith in Action 

ministry. 
 

Invite your friends, family and neighbors. The event is free and 
refreshments will be provided.  

Caring Hands 
 

Caring Hands is a Volunteer Caregiviers Program. If you are 
interested in making a difference in the lives of the seniors in 
our community. Opportunities include friendly visits and 
companionship, shopping and errands, transportation to medical 
appointments, respite care, occasional driving and social 
outings. If you are interested, reach out to 
caring.hands@johnmuirhealth.com. 

Community, Outreach and Learning 

San Damiano Retreat Center 
 

710 Highland Drive, Danville 
(925) 837-9141 SanDamiano.org 

 
 

May 11-12 “Spirituality & Conscious Aging: Finding 
Meaning and Purpose in Our Retirement Years,” with Jim 
Briggs  
May 12 “Embodied Prayer” with Steve Harms, Kaleo and Elise 
Ching 
May 25-27 Operations Recovery Service hosts a retreat for 
adult children of alcoholics 
June 3-8 “The Gift of a Moment” a silent retreat 
June 29-July 1 “Staying our Right Size… What an Order!” 
with Sr. Briegeen Moore, OSC, a recovery retreat 



Gospel Reflections 
 
 

FAST AND SLOW 
Our readings today offer a sharp contrast that hints at the wide 
variety of ways in which God works. In Acts, there is a rush of 
activity and profound change happens in a hurry. Paul, who 
was a leader in persecutions of the first Christians, has 
recently encountered Jesus on the road to Damascus. In 
today’s passage, Paul has suddenly become a powerful 
witness for Jesus, risking his life and astonishing both the 
Christians and their enemies. This is God working fast, and 
everyone is trying to keep up! 
In contrast, in today’s Gospel from John, Jesus describes the 
vine and the branches bearing fruit. Vines and branches by 
nature act slowly and quietly. The passage itself is repetitive 
and meditative, inviting us to slow down and listen to what is 
happening under the surface. This speaks of the slow, patient 
work of God. 
 

DISCERNMENT AND LOVE 
The scriptures indicate that God often works on a long-term 
time frame. We might need our whole lives to learn some of 
God’s lessons. The Church sometimes takes centuries to learn 
vital lessons about God. But within God’s slow work, there are 
bursts of activity when the moment is ripe in God’s eyes. We 
might perceive these bursts of God’s grace, if we are able to 
see. 
This fascinating mix of fast and slow can invite us again to 
deepen our practice of discernment. Discernment is the art of 
paying attention to God. It is the capacity to detect God’s 
activity, which leads us toward bearing fruit and away from that 
which is fruitless. In our messy world, and aware of our 
personal frailties, discernment is often difficult. It helps to 
remember that God’s activity is revealed in love. Whether fast 
or slow, God always works in love. We are called to perceive 
God’s dramatic and sudden activities as well as God’s deep 
and patient work of love in daily life and in our world. 

Living Branches 
 

The Gospel and second reading for this Fifth Sunday of 
Easter emphasize the need for us to remain in Christ, and he in 
us. This shared life finds expression in the image of the one vine 
and many branches. We become living branches of the vine, 
members of the Body of Christ through baptism, Eucharist, and 
confirmation, sacraments of sharing God’s own life. The First 
Letter of John describes the fruit of this vine as active love of 
neighbor: “And his commandment is this: we should believe . . . 
and love one another” (1 John 3:23). 

 Our first reading from Acts shows us an example of 
someone who shares in Christ’s life in the person of Saint Paul. 
Paul’s fearless witness, even at the risk of his life, is proof to 
everyone that the risen Lord’s Spirit truly fills him with life and is 
bearing fruit in him. 

Treasures from our Tradition 
 

In medieval times, one country, Scotland, linked its economy 
to the liturgy. Four holy days of the church calendar were keyed 
to the legal year. On these days, rents were due, clergy and 
servants were paid, and contracts and leases would begin or 
end. The term days were Pentecost (called Whitsunday), the 
Feast of Saint Martin on November 11 (Martinmas), the Feast of 
the Presentation on February 2 (Candlemas), and August 2 
(Lammas), a harvest festival. On Lammas day, the first loaf of 
bread from the summer wheat harvest was given to the village 
priest. After the Reformation, which swept the Catholic festivals 
away, the term days were gradually detached from the old feasts. 
It was only in 1990 that the term days were anchored on the 28th 
of February, May, August, and November. Today the old Scottish 
universities are the last hold-outs, still naming their terms or 
semesters after the old festivals. Scottish students today may not 
know about the liturgical year, but they still call the fall term 
Martinmas, and the spring session Candlemas. 


