Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
April 15th, 2018 Third Sunday of Easter

Pastor’s Corner
My dear Sisters and Brothers,
Christ is risen, alleluia! He's risen indeed, alleluia!
Happy Easter to all of you!
What a wonderful celebration it was! I’m still feeling the impact of the
celebrations of the Holy Week and Easter. How about you? A good
number of you shared with me that it has been their experience too.
The celebration of Easter was truly a remarkable experience; in some
instances, life transforming!
Congratulations to all those who were baptized, confirmed or received
their First Eucharist. Thanks to you, our Church is bigger, better and
holier!
Our Parish Community is blessed with so many ministers who break
open their hearts and pour out their love for God and our Parish
Community in ministries. It’s thanks to their commitment and
dedication that various celebrations such as we witnessed during the
Season of Lent that culminated in Easter were made possible.
My heart is filled with gratitude as I thank the many ministers who
spent hours preparing for the events of the Season of Lent. The many
events and celebrations along the Lenten Journey that reached a
crescendo in our Easter experience were the result of much planning
and collaboration between staff and ministers. Our thanks to all of
them; may God bless them.
Our thanks and appreciation go out to the Liturgy Committee who
spent countless hours preparing for a meaningful and relevant
celebration of Lent and Easter. The Choir struck a chord, made music
and sang their hearts out as they led us prayerfully through Lent, and
joyously through the Triduum. The Environment team as always did a
wonderful job of leading us through beauty to the goodness and truth
of Liturgy for all the occasions from Ash Wednesday through Easter
Sunday. The Sacristans, the Acolytes, the Eucharistic Ministers, the
Lectors together with the Ushers, the Greeters and the Money
Counters immersed themselves in their ministries and rose to the
occasion, thus contributing to the success of the feast.
(Continued on page 2)

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of
faith, hope and love. We strive to foster our
spiritual growth and share the gifts God has
given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney
Parish, registration forms are in the back of
the church, on our website www.sjvianney.org
or stop by the Parish Office. You can drop off
a form in the collection baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St.
John Vianney community. Is God calling you
to become a part of this important work of the
people of God?

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm
1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA
94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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Thanks to the many groups in our Parish the meditations on the
Stations of the Cross were well-attended and much appreciated
by a good number of parishioners. The soup supper sponsored so
lovingly and generously by a large number of you provided the
environment for fellowship and faith-sharing. The soup suppers
were nourishing all the way - physically, intellectually and
spiritually. Our thanks also to the hospitality ministry that
welcomed and treated everyone to refreshments.
It's no exaggeration when I say that many ministers gave much;
some gave their all. Our joyful Easter Liturgy and Celebration
couldn’t have happened without all of you.
Kindly allow me to mention a word of appreciation to Tree who
coordinated the Litugy and Sacred Music, to Liz Rogers who as
the Director of RCIA oversaw the initiation of youth and adults into
the Church, to Marie Walton and Christian Vargas who walked
with the teens that were confirmed by Bishop Michael Barber, to
Charlene Abellana who oversees the Parish bulletin, to Marynne
Richards and Indira Pethebridge who through their coordination
support many ministry. Thanks to their involved participation, our
Parish Community has been immensely blessed.
Finally, I thank each one of you for your generosity towards the
Easter collection. It’s impossible to find words to thank you for
your generous response to the call of stewardship of time, talent
and treasure. My heart was and is filled with gratitude and joy as I
remember you. There has been on outpouring of appreciation
expressed by so many persons through email or by word of mouth
since Easter Sunday. Please take the time to thank our ministers
who make our Parish Community what it is – a truly welcoming,
faith-filled and Spirit-led Community.
It's when each one of us, without any exception, rolls up one's
sleeves and does the dishes that we become a family, a true
Parish Community. Or we run the risk of remaining consumers.
It's my dream that some day, we can say of our Parish
Community: each member in our Parish is a minister. Easter
season is a good season to discern your area of ministry.
I challenge you and welcome you to find your ministry and take
your rightful place in our Parish Community.
Easter Blessings!
Fr. William Rosario
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Welcome Home!
We have been waiting for you. We know that sometimes you can drift
away for whatever reason or need. Know that God continues to long
and wait for your return.
If you are someone or know of
someone who has drifted away
from God or the Catholic
Church... Come Home! We are
waiting for you.
If you have questions about the
Catholic Church or about God; if
you have not been to Church in
a long time and you feel disconnected... Come Home. The Door
is Open waiting for you.
For more information please contact our Parish Office at
staff@sjvianney.org or call 939-7911 ext. 0

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm
Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org
Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org
Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org
Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org
Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org

April 15, 2018

Page 3
WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS
Monday, April 16, 2018
Tuesday, April 17, 2018
Wednesday, April 18, 2018
Thursday, April 19, 2018
Friday, April 20, 2018
Saturday, April 21, 2018
Sunday, April 22, 2018

8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:30 am

+ denotes deceased

11:00 am
5:00 pm

+ The Christopher Family
+ Kathy Scanlan
+ Mario Maggio
Norma Garcia
+ Lucille Whalen
+ John Hartley
+ Josephine Castro
+ Santiago Castillo
+ Isabell Wilhelmy & Delphine Leland
+ Otmar Pintaritsch

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
The Christian community described in Acts understood and
practiced total stewardship. St. Paul reports that the believers
did not claim anything as their own, but held everything in
common, and distributed to each whatever was needed.
Collection on March 17 & 18, 2018

Daniel Cruz
Joan Armitage
Dorothy Lagorio
Patty Sampan
Theresa Mai Dinh
Marienne Everit
Gerry Krenzer
Jane & Tom
Mullarkey
Hermann Krug
Randy Rudd
Betsy Ding
Elizabeth “Betty”
Ricco
Jim Altomare
Frances Jay Andaya

Larry Balbierz
Marianna Bechold
Roward Burton
Jack Calloway
Doris Cherian
Jennifer DiSalvo
Tim Dorr
Joyce Fellows
Pamela Ferrill
Marie Hill
Norm & Mark Jokerst
Fr. Brian Joyce
Richard Maihofer
Barbara Malan
Bob Mason
Carolyn Mayer

Fr. Jim McGee
Jack Morgan
Ann Narloch
Hunter Paalman
Mike Pollard
James Michael
Tobin
Jack & Sharla Vohs
Bill & Anita Dennis

Plate Collections including mailed checks:

$ 21,474.75

Online Donations:

$ 8,632.00

Total Collection:

$ 30,106.75

Weekly Goal:

$ 18,750.00

Pray for the Deceased

Excess:

$ 11,356.75

YTD Excess:

$ 43,581.00

Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Frances Bagnasco
Judy Balbierz
Ginny Burger

Marylou Francis
Bill Reymundo
Bernice Fees

Pray,
Always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily,
Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week, lets pray for Peace
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IT’S A GIRL!!!
SENIOR SOCIAL:
The May Senior Social is scheduled for May 25th, 11:30 – 2:30
pm in Mullen Commons. Come hang out, socialize, and meet
new people. This is also a great opportunity to renew and
invigorate old friendships. Singles, widows, widowers,
divorced, separated, and couples are all welcome. The cost is
$5 and includes lunch. You can sign up at www.SJVianney.org
or by calling the office at 925-939-7911. Also, mark your
calendars for all the following dates: May 25th, No June social
(Book Club will meet June 22, 1-3 pm), July 27th.
Senior Book Club: The Senior Social
sponsors a Senior Book Club that
meets for an hour after lunch at each
social. To join, you just read the book
of the month and show up. May - Mary
Coin by Marisa Silver; June - One
Child: The story of China's most
radical experiment by Mei Fong; July The Shack by William P. Young;
August - Game Without Rules: The
often interrupted history of
Afghanistan by Tamin Ansary. Note
that the book club will meet in June
even though there is no social.

ST. JOHN VIANNEY SUMMER CAMPOUT:
Signups are officially open for the SJV Family Life Ministry
Summer Campout that will be held from the evening of
July 27th through 11 am of July 29th
You can sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the parish
office at (925) 939-7911. More information is available on the
website. If you have questions you can reach out to Carmen de
Tapia (carmeng.de.tapia@gmail.com) or Debbie White
(dwhite@astound.net).

Tamana and Ahmad had a baby girl on
March 5. Thanks to your generosity, they
have everything they need. Thank you
again for the shower gifts.

MOMS MINISTRY SPRING SERIES:
Join us as we explore The Seven Levels of Intimacy: The
Art of Loving and the Joy of Being Loved, by Matthew
Kelly. Intimacy is a throwaway buzzword in pop psychology,
yet it remains a litmus test for the health of relationships and is
something everyone should strive for. Intimacy is the one thing
a person cannot live happily
without. What is intimacy? Who
energizes you? Why do they
energize you? How do you want to
be remembered?
Lower Mullen Commons, Room 3,
Wednesdays, April 11, April 25,
May 9 and May 23 at 9:30-11am.
More information is available on
the SJV website (sjvianney.org).
If you have little ones, feel free to
bring them along! Walk-ins are
welcome!

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER:
Parish Parlor, every Tuesday from 9:30 – 10:30 am
A contemplative is one who has chosen the “inner way” as her/
his journey into a fuller life. It is a quest for praying and living
from the heart. At St. John Vianney, our contemplative practice
consists of centering prayer and lectio divina.
Centering prayer is a silent, receptive consent to God's
presence and action within us. Father Keating, a Benedictine
monk, says, “Centering prayer is resting in God beyond words,
emotions and thoughts like two friends sitting in silence, just
being in each other's presence.”
Lectio divina is a contemplative way to read short passages of
sacred text and discover its deeper meaning. Our desire is to
have a word come alive in us and to learn to respond to life
with the “mind of Christ.”
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Cranky Old Man...
We recently came across a legend in the form of this poem. The poem is
said to be authored by an anonymous elderly gentleman, living in an
Australian nursing home.
After the man passed away, the nurses at the care home where he
resided allegedly found this unpublished poem among his possessions.
They were so inspired by its contents that they felt compelled to share
his words with the world.
What do you see nurses? . . .. . .What do you see?
What are you thinking .. . when you're looking at me?
A cranky old man, . . . . . .not very wise,
Uncertain of habit .. . . . . . . .. with faraway eyes?
Who dribbles his food .. . ... . . and makes no reply.
When you say in a loud voice . .'I do wish you'd try!'
Who seems not to notice . . .the things that you do.
And forever is losing . . . . . .. . . A sock or shoe?
Who, resisting or not . . . ... lets you do as you will,
With bathing and feeding . . . .The long day to fill?
Is that what you're thinking?. .Is that what you see?
Then open your eyes, nurse .you're not looking at me.
I'll tell you who I am . . . . .. As I sit here so still,
As I do at your bidding, .. . . . as I eat at your will.
I'm a small child of Ten . .with a father and mother,
Brothers and sisters .. . . .. . who love one another
A young boy of Sixteen . . . .. with wings on his feet
Dreaming that soon now . . .. . . a lover he'll meet.
A groom soon at Twenty . . . ..my heart gives a leap.
Remembering, the vows .. .. .that I promised to keep.
At Twenty-Five, now . . . . .I have young of my own.
Who need me to guide . . . And a secure happy home.
A man of Thirty . .. . . . . My young now grown fast.
Bound to each other . . .. With ties that should last.
At Forty, my young sons .. .have grown and are gone,
But my woman is beside me . . to see I don't mourn.
At Fifty, once more, .. ...Babies play 'round my knee,
Again, we know children . . . . My loved one and me.
Dark days are upon me . . . . My wife is now dead.
I look at the future ... . . . . I shudder with dread.
For my young are all rearing .. . . young of their own.
And I think of the years . . . And the love that I've known.
I'm now an old man . . . . . . .. and nature is cruel.
It's jest to make old age . . . . . . . look like a fool.
The body, it crumbles .. .. . grace and vigour, depart.
There is now a stone . . . where I once had a heart.
But inside this old carcass . A young man still dwells,
And now and again . . . . . my battered heart swells
I remember the joys . . . . .. . I remember the pain.
And I'm loving and living . . . . . . . life over again.
I think of the years, all too few . . .. gone too fast.
And accept the stark fact . . . that nothing can last.
So open your eyes, people .. . . . .. . . open and see.
Not a cranky old man.
Look closer . . . . see .. .. . .. .... . ME!!

To be sure, this piece presents a poignant examination of the
unforgiving, un-halting progress of life, not to mention the sense of
invisibility felt by many older people.
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Third Sunday of Easter
The grand and dramatic story of God comes into focus in
today’s readings. The passages from Acts and from the Gospel of
Luke describe how Jesus’ disciples began to understand how Jesus
fits into the larger narrative of God, Israel, humanity, and all of
creation. In the Gospel, Jesus interprets the scriptures for his
followers. He shows how his seemingly shameful death was actually
the fulfillment of God’s promises. Jesus shows how his life, death,
and resurrection are the surprising turning point of the scripture story.
We, the Church today, find ourselves in the middle of this story. We
first look back, to recall God’s overflowing and steadfast love,
beginning from Creation, through Christ, until today. We then look
forward to the fulfillment, already launched by Jesus, of the Reign of
God. With this perspective, we play our part in the drama, joining
God to bring God’s work to completion.
THE SURPRISE MESSIAH
After the crucifixion of Jesus, his disciples were in despair.
Not only had they seen their master’s horrible death, their own lives
were now at risk, for the crucifixion suggested to them that Jesus
was not the awaited Messiah after all. The Messiah had been
envisioned as somehow coming in power, liberating Israel from
foreign domination and signaling God’s long-awaited return to dwell
again with Israel. The Crucifixion suggested to them the possibility of
God’s rejection of Jesus, or Jesus’ failure to achieve God’s purposes.
This is partly why the disciples were amazed when Jesus
appeared. God had vindicated Jesus by raising him. The
Resurrection revealed that God’s promises were actually fulfilled,
precisely through this death. Through the cross, God had indeed
liberated the people from sin and death. God had truly returned, in
Jesus and then later in the presence and activity of the Holy Spirit.
The dominion of sin and death had been broken. The Resurrection
was the first display of the new kingdom of God, in Jesus.
NOT FOR HEAVEN ONLY
In the Gospel passage, Jesus specifically emphasizes his
bodily presence. He invites the disciples to touch him, and he eats
some fish in front of them. He makes it clear that he is not a ghost
and did not shed his physicality or his humanity when he was raised.
The disciples began to understand Jesus in a new way. Christians
later articulated this as Jesus’ bodily resurrection. The resurrected
Jesus, both human and divine, reigns both in heaven and on earth.
So when Jesus sent his disciples, and today sends all of
us, to proclaim God’s kingdom, he never means “for heaven only.”
God aims to renew, not reject, human bodies, human culture, and
the created universe. God’s project for us is here and now, within all
the limitations and messiness of daily life. We are called to care for
each other, for the earth, and for all God’s beloved creation.
Today’s Readings: Acts 3:13–15, 17–19; Ps 4:2, 4, 7–8, 9; 1 Jn 2:1–
5a; Lk 24:35–48

Congratulations to the Newly Sacramentalized

Any initiation is into the Community, by the Community and in the presence of the Community. And during the Easter vigil that we just
celebrated, we had the privilege of being a part of and witnesses to the initiation into full communion with the Church of 12 sisters and
brothers.

Youth & Adults receiving
First Communion:
Samuel Gruwell
Nicholas Baetz
Trevor Baetz
Julia Baetz
Diego Leon
Christa Deeringer
Paul Deeringer
Carrie Levin
Judith Goff

Baptized Youth:
Sophia Gruwell
Samuel Gruwell
Nicholas Baetz
Trevor Baetz
Mauricio Leon

Adult Confirmandi:
Christa Deeringer
Paul Deeringer
Carrie Levin
Judith Goff
Tamaki Shiotani

