Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
April 1st, 2018 Easter Sunday

Pastor’s Corner
.My dear sisters and brothers,
Happy Easter! Christ is risen! Alleluia! He’s risen
indeed! Alleluia! Christianity either stands or falls
on the truthfulness of this single article of faith. “If Christ did not
rise from the dead, then in vain is our preaching and in vain is your
faith” (1 Cor 15:14). It’s this conviction that made St. Augustine say,
“We are an Easter people and ‘Alleluia’ is our Song!”
The relevance and significance of Easter is conspicuous in the way it is
celebrated. No other feast is celebrated with as much preparation,
solemnity and duration as is Easter- fifty days of celebration from Lent
to the Pentecost.
Christianity indeed reaches it crescendo in Easter. The whole of the
Scriptures is a movement towards the Risen Christ. The Risen Christ is
the final revelation of the mind and heart of God. In Him, God reveals
love rather than hate, compassion rather than anger, non-violence
rather than violence.
As He shows Himself to His disciples, the Risen Christ admonishes
them for their lack of faith without insulting them. He chastises them
without berating them. Peter who denied Him three times is given the
opportunity to profess his love for Him three times. Our God is a God
of the second chance!
The Risen Christ reveals that love is stronger than hate; that
forgiveness is greater than revenge; that compassion is finer than
criticism. The Risen Christ reveals to us a God who does not condemn,
who does not convict and who does not judge.
He teaches us a new way of living that’s beyond victory and defeat, a
way of becoming the victory instead of winning the victory. He shows
us a way of bringing along our opponents with us. He teaches us not to
hate or humiliate as that would be continuing the same pattern and
reciprocating the violence.
That is why the death and resurrection of Jesus is a new way that turns
around the human history and gives us a new story line. Are you ready
to take after the Risen Christ? What will your new story line be?
Easter wishes and blessings!

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of
faith, hope and love. We strive to foster our
spiritual growth and share the gifts God has
given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney
Parish, registration forms are in the back of
the church, on our website www.sjvianney.org
or stop by the Parish Office. You can drop off
a form in the collection baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St.
John Vianney community. Is God calling you
to become a part of this important work of the
people of God?

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm

Yours in Christ Jesus,
Rev. William Rosario

1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA
94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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Welcome Home!

We have been waiting for you. We know that sometimes you can drift
away for whatever reason or need. Know that God continues to long and
wait for your return.
If you are someone or know of
someone who has drifted away
from God or the Catholic
Church... Come Home! We are
waiting for you.
If you have questions about the
Catholic Church or about God; if
you have not been to Church in
a long time and you feel disconnected... Come Home. The Door
is Open waiting for you.
For more information please contact our Parish Office at
staff@sjvianney.org or call 939-7911 ext. 0

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm
Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org
Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org
Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org
Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org
Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org
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'When I was a stranger, you welcomed me.' Matt 25:35
Jesus Christ teaches that whenever we welcome one of the least
of our sisters and brothers, we welcome Christ
Himself. Parishioners of St. John Vianney seed to see the face of
Christ in one another. St. John Vianney is a welcoming parish
regardless of the parish demographics: large or small - urban,
suburban or rural.
We strive to extend a warm, hospitable and loving welcome to all
who join us in worship, service, study, social or in times of
personal need. We assist our parish community in presenting a
visible sign of Christ’s loving kindness in all we do.
Arts & Environment:
We welcome you to St. John Vianney
with warm hearts and festivity. Join us
throughout the year as we interpret the
liturgical season in different ways
through the use of color, nature, art,
light, religious and other symbols. Men
and women
with all manners of talents are needed.
Contact
Joanna
jomechler@gmail.com

Mechler:

Weekend Hospitality:
Create an environment of welcoming and
community after weekend masses and
events by providing food, preparing the Vista
Commons and serving those in the
community.
Contact Kam Baloue sheddy99@yahoo.com
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'...Amen I say to you, whatever you did for the least of my
brothers, you did for me.' Matt. 25:40
Members of St. John Vianney are ready to minister to varied needs of
their own parish family as well as the needs of the wider community and
Church. Just as the members of a family come together to help one of
their own, St. John Vianney parish family serves those who are hurting
or in need, doubting or seeking salvation. The parish family also comes
together to celebrate, thank and return God's gifts.
We strive to be servant ministers to the need of our parish
members, the wider community and Church. We strive to serve
compassionately those who are hurting or in need, lost or alone, or
suffering in any way. We give thanks to God for all the gifts we have
received and we celebrate the special events in the lives of
parishioners.
Outreach:
Caring Hands: Provide transportation to appointments, errands, social
outings and more importantly, be a companion.
St. Elizabeth Ministry: Assist with food, toy and school drives
throughout the year benefiting our sister parish in Oakland and families
in need.
St. Vincent de Paul: Interview and provide assistance to those in need
in the Walnut Creek/Concord area.
Faith in Action: Respond to Christ’s call to serve the poor and Outcasts
through Education & Advocacy on issues including Hunger,
Homelessness, Immigration & the Environment.
Winter Nights Shelter: Each year we welcome and host families,
provide meals and hospitality for those in need in our community.
Pastoral Care of the Sick: Serve the sick and bring communion to the
Homebound, Hospital, Nursing Home and Care Home patients a
POWR: People organized to welcome refugees are welcoming a 2nd
family to our community this year. Come join and make a difference in
this family’s new life.
Contact Parish Office staff@sjvianney.org to be directed to the right
group

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
Alleluia! Christ is risen and is victorious over sin and death! We are
good stewards of our faith if, like St. Paul, we share this good news
whenever and wherever we can.

WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS
Monday, April 2, 2018
Tuesday, April 3, 2018
Wednesday, April 4, 2018
Thursday, April 5, 2018
Friday, April 6, 2018
Saturday, April 7, 2018
Sunday, April 8, 2018
+ denotes deceased

8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm
9:00 am
11:00 am
5:00 pm

+ Eufrocina Saldana
Dan DeLa Cruz
+ Jim Chanquet & Al Touron
Dan DeLa Cruz
+ Taihee Dewes
Dan DeLa Cruz
+ Carol Braun-Binsfeld
+ Jim Abele
Dan DeLa Cruz
+ Heins Fischer

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.
Daniel Cruz
Joan Armitage
Francis Jay Andaya
Jennifer Dean
Bill Dennis
Dorothy Lagorio
Patty Sampan
Theresa Mai Dinh
Opal Williams
Marianne Everit
Gerry Krenzer
Jane & Tom Mullarkey
Hermann Krug
Randy Rudd

Betsy Ding
Jim Altomare
Larry Balbierz
Marianna Bechold
Rowan Burton,
Jack Calloway
Doris Cherian
Jennifer DiSalvo
Tim Dorr
Joyce Fellows
Pamela Ferrill
Marie Hill
Norm & Mark Jokerst
Fr. Brian Joyce

Richard Maihofer
Barbara Malan
Bob Mason
Carolyn Mayer
Fr. Jim McGee
Jack Morgan
Ann Narloch
Hunter Paalman
Mike Pollard
James Michael
Tobin
Jack & Sharla Vohs

Pray for the Deceased
Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Frances Bagnasco
Judy Balbierz
Ginny Burger

Marylou Francis
Bill Reymundo

Collection on March 24 & 25, 2018
Plate Collections including mailed checks:

$ 18,812.25

Online Donations:

$ 4,650.00

Total Collection:

$ 23,462.25

Weekly Goal:

$ 18,750.00

Excess:

$ 4,712.25

YTD Excess:

$ 29,145.25

Pray,
Always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily,
Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week, lets pray Hallelujah,
he has risen!
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Prayer & W
'Prayer is as necessary to our souls as food is to our
bodies.' from Characteristics of a Christian Steward
Prayer and the sacraments dispose a soul to receive God's
abundant graces, which are necessary to grow in holiness. It is
through prayer that we nurture our personal relationship with
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We grow as disciples who are committed to prayer—individual
and communal prayer, public and private prayer. Through prayer
we are invited to draw closer to Jesus and to imitate Him in our
daily lives. While Eucharist is central to our spiritual life, other
prayer opportunities are made available.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word:

Eucharistic Adoration:
Eucharistic Adoration is a time set aside for personal prayer and
reflection in silence before the Presence of Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament. It differs from the Mass which
is our primary worship of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.
The Mass is a communal celebration of our Catholic
Christian faith whereas Eucharistic Adoration is a
personal opportunity for worship and prayer.
You are invited to spend some personal time in silent
prayer with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament every first
Saturday of the month. It is a good time to reflect on how much God
loves us. The next scheduled Eucharistic Adoration will be Saturday,
April 7. It is held in Mullen Commons Library after the 8:30 Mass until
3:30 pm.
Contact Andy Leven (925-933-9241) or Ron Courtney (925-933-1695)

This is a special Sunday morning opportunity for children to
celebrate the Liturgy of the Word during the 9:00am and 11:00am
Masses.
The children are invited to gather in the church
with a catechist prior to the first reading. They
are sent forth by the community with blessing
and song to listen and reflect on the Sunday
Children's Sunday readings. They return to the
assembly before the presentation of the gifts.
The Gospel message is shared with the children through ritual,
Scripture and interactive reflection.
Contact Liz Rogers lrogers@sjvianney.org & Marie Walton
mwalton@sjvianney.org
Liturgical Ministry:
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist: Assist the celebrant with
the distribution of the consecrated bread and wine.
Greeter: Be a welcoming voice and warm face of the St. John
Vianney Parish.
Lectors: Proclaim the word of God at Mass. It’s a great opportunity to
learn more about the scriptures and proclaim
the word of God.
Ushers: Be a guide to the parish community by
assisting in seating the congregation, taking up
offerings and caring for the safety, comfort and
security of the sanctuary.
Alter Servers: Youth in the 4th grade and older
are invited to serve at the table of the lord.
Ministers of Music: Musicians at mass are
said to be praying twice, help make each Mass an experience of joyful
expression and prayer.
Contact Therese Gorman tgorman@sjvianney.org
Contemplative Prayer
A contemplative is one who has chosen the “inner way” as her/his
journey into a fuller life. It is a quest for praying and living from the
heart. At St. John Vianney, our contemplative practice consists of
centering prayer and lectio divina. Meetings are Tuesdays 9:30 am in
the Rectory.

Rosary Prayer Group:
The Rosary is said every morning, Monday
through Saturday at 8:00am. in the Church. We
gather around the statue of the Blessed Virgin
Mary and pray for peace, for our priests and for
our personal intentions. Come on a regular basis
or drop by whenever you can. All are welcome.

happy to help you.

If you do not know how to pray the rosary or are
not sure how and would like to learn, we will be

Whether you are already in the habit of praying the Rosary and want to
renew the spirit of your prayer, or whether you are new to the Rosary
and want to learn how to quiet your mind and heart come join St. John
Vianney parish enter deeply into the Mysteries of Christ, come to a quiet
place within.
Contact Ron Courtney rcourtney@courtneyent.com
Small Christian Communities:
Our SCC groups meet each Fall and Spring. Many SCCs are looking for
new members. Small Christian Communities have been an important
part of SJV for many years. These groups consist of 8 to 12 adults who
meet to connect faith (church teachings and scripture) and everyday life.
Groups pray, talk and support one another’s effort to live the gospel
message. Meetings last about one hour and a half.
Contact Liz Rogers lrogers@sjvianney.org
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'Being a disciple is not just something else to do,
alongside many other things suitable for Christians, it is
a total way of life and requires continuing conversion.'
from USCCB's Stewardship a Disciple's Response Formation is a formidable task, involving education fo the mind and
conversion of the heart. To know the "stewardship way of life",
does not make one live a "stewardship way of life." Ongoing
Catholic education is important if we are to grow in our lives as
stewards.
We strive to educate, form and sustain the stewardship way of
life for all ages through faith formation opportunities in the parish
and school. We strive to be disciple stewards and give good
example as we participate in parish life in ministries and on parish
leadership teams. We are open to the continuous conversion to a
life of stewardship – to sharing what one has with a
loving, generous and grateful heart .

SENIOR SOCIAL:
The March Senior Social is scheduled for April 13th, 11:30 – 2:30
pm in Mullen Commons. Come hang out, socialize, and meet new
people. This is also a great opportunity to renew and invigorate old
friendships. Singles, widows, widowers, divorced, separated, and
couples are all welcome. The cost is $5 and includes lunch. You
can sign up at www.SJVianney.org or by calling the office at 925939-7911. Also, mark your calendars for all the following date: May
25th, No June social, July 27th.

ST. JOHN VIANNEY SUMMER CAMPOUT:
Save the date for the SJV Family Life Ministry Summer Campout that
will be held from the evening of
July 27th through 11 am of July 29th.
You can sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the parish office
at (925) 939-7911.
If you have questions you can reach out to Jerry Mellin at
jerryfmellin@gmail.com or at (925) 787-8865.

MOMS MINISTRY SPRING SERIES:
SJV Moms Ministry’s aim is to bring moms of ALL ages and stages,
together for faith formation, fellowship, support, friendship spiritual
growth, as we journey through the biggest Ministry entrusted to us. If
you have little ones, feel free to bring them along!
Intimacy is a throwaway buzzword in pop psychology,
yet it remains a litmus test for the health of relationships
and is something everyone should strive for. Intimacy
is the one thing a person cannot live happily without.
What is intimacy? Who energizes you? Why do they
energize you? How do you want to be remembered?
Join us as we explore The Seven Levels of Intimacy: The Art of
Loving and the Joy of Being Loved, by Matthew Kelly.
Wednesdays, April 11 and 25; May 9 and 23

FAMILY & YOUTH FAITH FORMATION / SACRAMENTS:
Preschool Faith Formation: A fun and fulfilling Sunday morning
gathering for children ages 3 & 4.
Family Faith Formation: This monthly, 2 hour session, is family
based for elementary school children held October through May.
You are welcome to a meal and an interactive learning experience.
Middle School Faith Formation: A scripture centered experience
through large and small group activities for 6th, 7th & 8th graders.
High School Youth Group & Teen Mass: Teens come together to
celebrate mass, learn about their faith and grow in the community.
Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Christian
Initiation, Confirmation: Come and be welcomed into our faith
community at St. John Vianney.
Contact Liz Rogers lrogers@sjvianney.org, Marie Walton
mwalton@sjvianney.org or Christian Vargas
cvargas@sjvianney.org

Lower Mullen Commons, Room 3 at 9:30-11am. Please visit our
website for more information.

Proclaim the Risen Christ
On Easter morning everything—the spring weather, the
flowers, birds and butterflies, the people around us in their
finery, the beautiful liturgy and music—everything seems to
bear witness that Jesus Christ is risen today! Like the
eyewitness accounts in today’s scriptures, the glorious and
joyful life all around us helps us to believe the good news of
the Resurrection and sing “Alleluia!”
In the scriptures today we hear from Peter and Paul and
John. All three speak with conviction about witnessing the
resurrected Christ. John’s Gospel account includes Mary of
Magdala, who also was privileged to witness the
Resurrection and tell others the good news. On this glorious
Easter Sunday can we ourselves give eyewitness accounts
that Jesus Christ is risen today, alive and active in our lives?

From Darkness to Light
Today’s Gospel begins in darkness. Mary of Magdala
comes to the tomb before dawn. She, then the two
disciples, see the empty tomb, and are amazed and
terrified. The passage stops before Jesus first appears,
which allows us to pause and more fully notice their
disorientation and confusion.
John’s Gospel has many images of the passage from
darkness to light and from blindness to sight. When Jesus
cured the blind man in John 9, and raised Lazarus in John
11, their transition to the light was gradual and difficult. The
disciples, too, were often slow and resistant to
understanding what Jesus was saying and doing, both
before and after the Resurrection.

Readings for the Week
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;
Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday:
Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;
Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Lk 24:13-35
Thursday:
Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab, 5-9; Lk 24:35-48
Friday:
Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a;
Jn 21:1-14
Saturday:
Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-15ab, 16-21;
Mk 16:9-15
Sunday:
Acts 4:32-35; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24;
1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31

Treasures from Our Tradition
The Paschal Mystery is the key to our Christian faith: the dying
and rising of Jesus that is the pattern of our life. In their first
steps on the road of faith, the catechumens feel the cross of
glory traced over their eyes, on their lips, across their shoulders,
on their ears, over their heart, and on their feet. The mystery is
that even death gives way to life for those who are held in the
embrace of Jesus. Today, many new Christians arise from the
waters of the font. Yet the font is not the destination of their
journey. The goal is Pentecost, fifty days from now, and a
lifetime of praise to the Father, in Christ, in the embrace of the
Holy Spirit, for the sake of the world. “Neophyte,” our ancient
word for newly-baptized people, means “newly-planted” in
Greek. If someone in your parish has just been baptized,
welcome them today. The smiles on their faces and the light in
the eyes is a foretaste of heaven.

