Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
March 25, 2018 Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

Pastor’s Corner
.Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Today, as we celebrate Palm Sunday, we usher in
the Holy Week: a time of grace during which we
immerse ourselves in the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. All of Christian faith and life flows from and flows back into the
Paschal Mystery, which is the Passion, Death and Resurrection of
Christ. And so, I invite you to enter into this time of grace and salvation
with open minds and hearts.
It’s my sincere hope that you do not miss the best part; the best is yet
to come. The Holy Week culminates in the Great Triduum. The
celebrations of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Great Easter Vigil
on Holy Saturday are among the very best things we do in the Church.
Don’t miss each of these celebrations. Has it ever occurred to you that
these three days of liturgy are a package and that we’re to participate
in all of them?

Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of
faith, hope and love. We strive to foster our
spiritual growth and share the gifts God has
given to us all.

Some Catholics who don’t understand the special celebrations of the
Holy Week avoid them because they are “different” or are “very long.”
It’s unfortunate that a good number of us have not participated in the
entire Great Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil).
And yet, it’s these three days of liturgical celebrations that define who
we are and what we are about. Trust me, if you participate in them
once, you’ll look forward to them each year. Would you like to try them
this year?

You are invited to share your gifts with our St.
John Vianney community. Is God calling you
to become a part of this important work of the
people of God?

Someone captured the Holy Week well when he wrote: “Of all the
things in the Lord’s Supper, this ought to come home to us with
tremendous force; God thought we were worth dying for. It’s a very
humbling thing that, knowing ourselves for what we are, God should
think we are worth so much”.
I invite you to mark your calendars and participate in the Triduum –
three days of liturgical celebrations that make up the Holy Week. And if
you plan to invite family members or friends for the same, you may
want to pick up a couple of Parish Bulletins to pass on to them.
(Continued on page 2)

WELCOME

You are invited to join Saint John Vianney
Parish, registration forms are in the back of
the church, on our website www.sjvianney.org
or stop by the Parish Office. You can drop off
a form in the collection baskets in church.

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm
1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA
94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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On another note, there will be a number of visitors who may be
returning to the church after a long break or seekers who may be
present for the first time in our church. Let’s welcome them with
open hearts and make them feel at home. If you’re able bodied
and are able to park your car, I’d invite you to park down the hill,
so as to make available parking spaces for the elderly or visitors
who may be running late. Image for a moment the frustration of a
seeker who doesn’t find a parking space. Thanks for your
understanding.
It’s my earnest hope and desire that these opportunities for
personal and communal growth are availed of by all of us for our
spiritual enrichment. As always, I hold you and your families in
prayers and remember to whisper a prayer for all of you as I
celebrate my daily mass.

Congratulate our Recent Graduate :
Debbie Mellin
This past weekend, Debbie
Mellin, St. John Vianney’s
Pastoral Associate for
Administration and long time
parishioner, graduated from a 2
year intensive program in
Pastoral Ministry. In addition
to all the service she does for
the parish and community, she
has spent every Saturday getting this degree.
Lets join together in congratulating her and
thank her for all she does.

Easter is a time when many parishioners in our Community think
of making a substantial donation to the Church for its ministries
that last through the year. Our heartfelt thanks to you. May God
bless your generosity and reward you abundantly.
May the celebration of the Great Triduum lead us to immerse
ourselves in the passion, death and resurrection of Christ and rise
as joyful witnesses to His resurrection
Prayers, wishes and blessings!
Fr. William Rosario

Welcome Home!
We have been waiting for you. We know that sometimes you can drift
away for whatever reason or need. Know that God continues to long and
wait for your return.

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm
Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org
Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org

If you are someone or know of someone
who has drifted away from God or the
Catholic Church... Come Home! We are
waiting for you.

Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org

If you have questions about the Catholic
Church or about God; if you have not been
to Church in a long time and you feel disconnected... Come Home. The Door is
Open waiting for you.

Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org

For more information please contact our Parish Office at
staff@sjvianney.org or call 939-7911 ext. 0

Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org

Nueva Esperanza

Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org

A collaboration formed by individuals, faith coalitions & partner
organizations seeking to respond to the needs of immigrant you
& families requiring various resources to help them settle & thrive
in our community is forming accompaniment teams on April 7th,
2018. To sign up or for more information, contact Nancy Williams
nawms@aol.com

Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org
Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org
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WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS
Monday, March 26, 2018
8:30 am
Tuesday, March 27, 2018
8:30 am
Wednesday, March 28, 2018 8:30 am
Thursday, March 29, 2018
Friday, March 30, 2018
Saturday, March 31, 2018
Sunday, April 1, 2018
+ denotes deceased

+ Liz Disbrow
+ Bob Barry
+ Richard Otto
Holy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Vigil
Easter

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.
Norm & Mark JokMarianne Everit
Daniel Cruz
erst
Gerry Krenzer
Jeannine Schott
Fr. Brian Joyce
Jim Altomare
Barbara Martin
Richard Maihofer
Larry & Judy BalShirin Madad
Bob Mason
bierz
Jack & Barbara
Marianna Bechold Carolyn Mayer
Malan
Fr. Jim McGee
Rowan Burton
Joan Armitage
Jack Morgan
Francis Jay Andaya Jack Calloway
Ann Narloch
Doris Cherian
Jennifer Dean
Hunter Paalman
Jennifer DiSalvo
Bill Dennis
Mike Pollard
Tim Dorr, Joyce
Betsy Ding
Bill Raymundo
Fellows
Dorothy Lagorio
James Michael
Pamela Ferrill
Patty Sampan
Tobin
Theresa Mai Dinh Marie Hill
Jack & Sharla Vohs
Opal Williams

Pray for the Deceased
St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
Good stewards strive to conform their lives to that of Christ –emptying
themselves of all pride and putting themselves at the service of
others.

Collection on March 17 & 18, 2018
Plate Collections including mailed checks:

$ 10,269.00

Online Donations:

$ 4,115.00

Total Collection:

$ 14,384.00

Weekly Goal:

$ 18,750.00

Shortfall:

($ 4,366.00)

YTD Excess:

$ 24,433.00

Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Doris Hernandez Fred Kovar
Jim Wiegner
Anna Jones
Ildiko Pinter
Julia Zhang
Jacques Kildare
Maria Urrea

Pray,
Always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily,
Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week, lets pray for the a
Spiritual & Fruitful Triduum
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ST. JOHN VIANNEY SUMMER CAMPOUT:

SENIOR SOCIAL:
The March Senior Social is scheduled for April 13th, 11:30 – 2:30 pm
in Mullen Commons. Come hang out, socialize, and meet new
people. This is also a great opportunity to renew and invigorate old
friendships. Singles, widows, widowers, divorced, separated, and
couples are all welcome. The cost is $5 and includes lunch. You can
sign up at www.SJVianney.org or by calling the office at 925-9397911. Also, mark your calendars for all the following date: May 25th,
No June social, July 27th.

Save the date for the SJV Family Life Ministry Summer Campout that
will be held from the evening of
July 27th through 11 am of July 29th.
You can sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the parish office
at (925) 939-7911.
If you have questions you can reach out to Jerry Mellin at
jerryfmellin@gmail.com or at (925) 787-8865.

CARING HNADS:
Caring Hands is a Volunteer Caregiviers Program. If you are
interested in making a difference in the lives of the seniors in our
community. Opportunities include friendly visits and companionship,
shopping and errands, transportation to medical appointments,
respite care, occasional driving and social outings. If you are
interested, reach out to caring.hands@johnmuirhealth.com.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
You are invited to spend some
personal time in silent prayer with
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament every
first Saturday of the month. It is a
good time to reflect on how much God
loves us. The next scheduled
Eucharistic Adoration will be Saturday, April 7. It is held in Mullen
Commons Library after the 8:30 Mass until 3:30 pm.

MOMS MINISTRY LENTEN SERIES:
SJV Moms Ministry’s aim is to bring moms of ALL ages and stages,
together for faith formation, fellowship, support, friendship spiritual
growth, as we journey through the biggest Ministry entrusted to us. If
you have little ones, feel free to bring them along!
sjvmomsministry@gmail.com Children are always welcome!

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER:
Parish Parlor, every Tuesday from 9:30 – 10:30 am
A contemplative is one who has chosen the “inner way” as her/his
journey into a fuller life. It is a quest for praying and living from the
heart. At St. John Vianney, our contemplative practice consists of
centering prayer and lectio divina.
Centering prayer is a silent, receptive consent to God's presence and
action within us. Father Keating, a Benedictine monk, says,
“Centering prayer is resting in God beyond words, emotions and
thoughts like two friends sitting in silence, just being in each other's
presence.”
Lectio divina is a contemplative way to read short passages of sacred
text and discover its deeper meaning. Our desire is to have a word
come alive in us and to learn to respond to life with the “mind of
Christ.”

FIRST FRIDAY ROSARY DEVOTION:
The Rosary will be recited following the 8:30 am mass on Friday,
April 6th for First Friday devotion.
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What Can I Do For You Today?
This year, we hear the Passion from the gospel of Mark. One thing
unique about this reading is the emphasis on Jesus being
abandoned by his disciples. First, the leaders of the disciples,
Peter, James, and John, cannot even support Jesus in his agony
in the garden: They fall asleep, three times. Then there is Judas,
who seeks out the chief priests to make a deal with them, Peter,
who denies Jesus three times, and the disciples who flee when he
is arrested. The crowds who cried, “Hosanna!” a few days before,
now call for him to be crucified. Even Simon the Cyrenian had to
be forced to help carry the cross.
What does this tell us? With friends like these, who needs
enemies? No, the point is that Jesus died specifically for these
people, not because they were once friends, but because they
were sinners, who needed Jesus. All but one of them ended up as
saints. And the one who didn’t was Judas, who gave up on Jesus,
instead of coming back to him for forgiveness. When we find
ourselves in sin, when we think that everything we do is wrong, or
when we think we can’t possibly deserve to be loved by God—that
is when God can help us, if we just stop hating ourselves and start
loving and trusting the Lord. It is not the time to pretend we have
avoided the big sins, or to brag about some of the good we may
have done. Instead of trying to convince God that we deserve his
mercy, simply agree that you need his help. God loves sinners
who know they need his forgiveness and don’t deserve it.
But maybe you have already been forgiven and wonder what’s
next. Remember the ones you would not expect to support Jesus:
The centurion supervising his crucifixion proclaims him Son of
God. A member of the Sanhedrin gives Jesus a burial place. The
women who were there to the end. These were people who did
not claim to be worthy, just did what they could to show their love.
Ask Jesus each morning when you wake up, “What can I do for
you today?” and do what you can.

Divine Mercy Sunday
Sunday, April 8th, 2018
Join us in praying the Chaplet of the Divine
Mercy following the 9:00am Mass in the Church
First Sunday after Easter each year declared by
Saint Pope John Paul II. The Church has observed
this special day of extraordinary graces-when Jesus
visited St Faustina. Desiring the Feast of Mercy be
a refuge and shelter for all and especially poor
souls. On this day the depths of “My tender mercy
are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces on those souls who
approach the Fount of My Mercy.
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Learning & Retreat
Opportunities
School of Applied Theology
The School of Applied Theology offers a holistic Sabbath
experience to laity, priests, deacons, and men and women
religious, who live locally and who come from around the world,
seeking attentive rest, theological renewal, and spiritual
transformation.
March 26,27,28: “Moral Explorations of Human Sexuality” with
Gerald Coleman, SS, Ph.D
March 26, 27: “Women in the Hebrew Scriptures Tell Their
Stories” with Toinette M. Eugene, Ph.D.
Register at https://www.satgtu.org/

San Damiano: Lenten Days of Renewal
& Holy Week Retreat
March 29-April 1: Holy Week Retreat
April 6-8
Building a Bridge Retreat: "How the Catholic Church and the
LGBT Community Can Enter into a Relationship of Respect,
Compassion, and Sensitivity”
Join Fr. Donal Godfrey, S.J., as he leads a retreat based on the
recent book by James Martin, S.J. Fr. Godfrey will lead
conversations and guided meditations from the book and other
sources around this topic. The retreat is intended for all who
wish to build a bridge of openness and compassion within our
church for and with LGBTQ+ people.
Please make reservations at www.sandamiano.org or call 925837-9141 x315. 710 Highland Dr., Danville.

Daily Lenten Retreat: Online
Santa Clara University’s Jesuit School of Theology (JST) offers
an online retreat, “A Heart Renewed: Daily Lenten Prayer from
the Jesuit School of Theology,” written by members of the JST
community - students, faculty, and alumni. Subscribers will
receive an email each morning containing a reflection and the 5
listing of sacred texts from Scripture for each day of Lent. To
sign up for the daily Lenten reflection emails, please visit
www.scu.edu/aheartrenewed.

Wednesday, February 14 - Thursday, March 29, 2018

Holy Week Schedule

Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s
Super, on March 29th will begin at
7pm.

Good Friday Liturgy on March 30th
will be at 1pm.
If you cannot join us for the official Good Friday Liturgy we still
have a chance for you to spend
the evening in prayer and meditation with our Mimed Passion
and Veneration that Friday at
7pm,
This powerful experience, led by our youth does not include Distribution of Communion.
The Great Vigil of Easter will be Saturday, March 31st at 8pm- if you
have never been, we encourage you to come witness and be
changed by the pinnacle of the Church year!

Easter Services
Sunday, April 1st, 2018
7:30 am, 9:00am, 11:00am & 12:30pm
(please note there is no 5:00 pm Mass)

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11
Tuesday:
Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34;
Mt 26:14-25
Thursday:
Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14;
Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18; 1 Cor 11:23-26;
Jn 13:1-15
Friday:
Is 52:13 — 53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25;
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1 — 19:42
Saturday:
a) Gn 1:1 — 2:2 [1:1, 26-31a]; Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10,
12, 13-14, 24, 35; or Ps 33:4-7, 12-13, 20-22;
b) Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18]; Ps 16: 5, 8-11;
c) Ex 14:15 — 15:1; Ex 15:1-6, 17-18;
d) Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13;
e) Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-6;
f) Bar 3:9-15, 32 — 4:4; Ps 19:8-11;
g) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3-4 or
Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 or Ps 51:12-15, 18-19;
h) Rom 6:3-11; i) Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;
Mk 16:1-7

Lenten Reflection
Today we prepare to commemorate the death and resurrection
of Jesus. Isaiah reminds us of the suffering that Jesus will
endure. He says Jesus will not be disgraced or put to shame,
but we know that there will be humiliation at the hands of others.
The psalm recalls the fear and sorrow as we repeat over and
over Jesus’ words of anguish and abandonment. Philippians
describes Jesus’ humility and the exaltation that will follow. But it
is Mark who takes us through the last days of Jesus’ life, the
ordinary and the extraordinary. He describes the meal shared
with the one who will betray him; his anguished prayers with
friends who cannot stay awake and will later deny him; his
treatment at the hands of priests, elders, soldiers; and finally his
death and the recognition that truly Jesus is the Son of God.
CONTRASTS
Jesus’ last days are an experience of contrasts. The man Isaiah
describes is courageous in the face of buffets and beatings.
Jesus will not be disgraced or put to shame. Everything the
priests, elders, soldiers, and friends do is intended to disgrace
and shame Jesus. But they fail. Jesus is not without anguish
and sorrow. He knows what it feels like to be abandoned and he
expresses that in the garden and on the Cross. Yet still
Philippians insists that Jesus will be exalted even though
humbled and obedient to the point of death. Mark takes Jesus
and us back and forth between strength and fear, between
courage and humiliation, between obedience and anguish. What
are we to make of these contrasts?
RECOGNITION
Only a centurion, who with the women looking on from a
distance sees Jesus breathe his last, knows what we are to
make of this. We are to understand, even before the
Resurrection, that “this man was the Son of God.” How did the
centurion know? The centurion knew because he stood facing
Jesus, watching him, looking into his face as he died. Though
everything was done to strip Jesus of his sense of self, never,
ever did he give up his complete and total commitment to God
his Father. Even in his anguish and abandonment, he cries out
to God. We are left to imagine how his Father answered him,
but whatever Jesus heard in his last moments, it left on his face
and in his last breath so clear a sign of God’s love that one of
his crucifiers recognized who he was. The only thing left to
Jesus when he died was the abiding certainty of his Father’s
love. That is a certainty that Jesus took with him to his grave
and to his resurrection.

