Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
March 4, 2018 The Third Sunday of Lent

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
During my years of ministry, I have watched myself
and other people swing back and forth between
two extremes of expectation when it comes to relationship with God
and spiritual growth.
One expectation is that, "God will do everything if only I have faith and
wait patiently." The other extreme expectation is that, “God helps only
those who help themselves.” The first view goes out of balance when,
in my waiting and believing, I become passive. I pray but do not act. I
pray but do not engage with the realities in my daily life. When I
become spiritually passive, my prayers are more about escaping or
about seeing myself as a victim who must wait for God’s rescue.
Yet, God urges us to engage with life. He required that Abram pack up
his family and possessions and start walking. Jesus required that the
man with the withered hand reach out to him—Jesus didn’t reach out
first and grab the man’s hand, because that would have been coercion.
No, Jesus invited the man by saying, “Stretch out your hand.” In the
life of faith there is movement on both sides; God understands that
through our own action we participate with grace.
Conversation is a two way process. God initiates and invites us unto
Himself; we respond and cooperate with His grace that is at work in us.
St. Augustine said it beautifully; "God who created you without your
cooperation will not save you without your cooperation."
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is "a coming back to the Lord with all
our heart and with all our soul." It's a sacrament that leads us home to
God. Nothing pleases God as our returning to Him, and nothing
blesses us more than being reconciled with Him.
A great opportunity is here. Will you let it slip away? Several visiting
priests are available to dispense His grace and mercy to us in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation on Tuesday, March 13 at 7pm and
Tuesday, March 20 at 4.30pm. Come, celebrate the mercies of the
Lord, and be reconciled to Him and to one another. Please bring your
family or a friend along with you.
(Continued on page 2)

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of
faith, hope and love. We strive to foster our
spiritual growth and share the gifts God has
given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney
Parish, registration forms are in the back of
the church, on our website www.sjvianney.org
or stop by the Parish Office. You can drop off
a form in the collection baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St.
John Vianney community. Is God calling you
to become a part of this important work of the
people of God?

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm
1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA
94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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When you avail of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, you are
enacting in yourself the passion, death and resurrection of the
Lord. Come, let us rise from our sinfulness and return to the Lord
our God for He is kind and merciful, slow to anger, rich in
graciousness and ready to relent.
With prayers, wishes and blessings,

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
“You shall not covet” is perhaps a difficult commandment to keep in
our consumer-oriented society. But as Christian stewards, we know
that we are the recipients and caretakers of God’s many gifts. May
this understanding that all is gift help us to be less resentful of the
gifts of others.
Collection on February 24 & 25, 2018

Fr. William Rosario

Plate Collections including mailed checks:

$ 15,987.00

Online Donations:

$ 4,715.00

Total Collection:

$ 20,702.00

Weekly Goal:

$ 18,750.00

Excess:

$ 1,952.00

YTD Excess:

$ 20,819.75

Easter Donations

$ 2,002.00

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information

Pray,
Always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily,
Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week, lets pray for the
Family Life Ministry

Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm
Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org
Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Ministry Opportunity
John Muir Hospital
Pastoral Care of the Sick Ministry at John Muir Medical Center Walnut
Creek is accepting new Eucharistic Ministers who make daily visits to
the sick 365 days a year. Training is provided and time commitment is
about 2 1/2 hours a week.
We invite you to join the team of dedicated EM’s to share your spiritual
gifts of prayer & Holy Communion with the Catholic patients in our
community. Please contact Kam Baloue at phone #847-707-5114,
email address: kam.baloue@johnmuirhealth.com or Deacon Herb
Casey at phone #925-676-6247, email address: hcasey@astound.net.

Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org
Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org
Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org
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WEEKLY M EETING SCHEDULE
Monday, March 5, 2018
8:00- 8:25 am Rosary Group
9:30-11:30 am Yoga
Tuesday, March 6, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
9:00-10:00 am Stewardship Committee
9:30-10:30 am Contemplative Prayer
7:00-8:30 pm MS Faith Formation
7:00-9:00 pm JustFaith
7:00-9:00 pm Lectors of the week
Wednesday, March 7, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
9:30-11:00 am MOM's Ministry
4:00-5:00 pm Children's Choir
6:00-7:00 pm Handbells Music Ministry
7:00-9:00 pm Knights of Columbus
7:00-9:00 pm ALPHA
7:30-9:00 pm Adult Choir
Thursday, March 8, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
9:15-11:30 am Faith in Action
Friday, March 9, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
11:30-1:00 pm AA
6:30-7:00 pm Stations of the Cross
7:00-9:00 pm Soup Suppers & Back Basics Series
Saturday, March 10, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
4:00-4:30 pm Parish Reconciliation
4:30-5:00 pm Music Ministry
Sunday, March 11, 2018
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word
9:00-10:00 am PreK & Kindergarten Faith Formation
12:00-2:00 pm Family Faith Formation
3:00-5:00 pm Confirmation Group
3:30-4:30 pm Choir practice - Youth
6:00-8:30 pm HS Faith Formation

WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS
Church
Cmns Vista
Church
Office Conf.
Rectory Parlor
FF Hall
Cmns Conf. 1 & 2
Office Conf.
Church
Church
Church
Church
Cmns Library
Cmns Vista
Church

Monday, March 5, 2018
Tuesday, March 6, 2018
Wednesday, March 7, 2018
Thursday, March 8, 2018
Friday, March 9, 2018
Saturday, March 10, 2018
Sunday, March 11, 2018
+ denotes deceased

8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
9:00 am
11:00 am

+ Barbara Wanner
Ed & Jovita Umali
+ Anne O'Neill
+ Guillermo Ramirez
+ Taihee Dewes
+ Aura de Falla
+ The Mosle Family
+ Margarita Dela Merced
+ Joe Hosmanek
+ Kurt Murck

WEEKLY READINGS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2,3;43:3,4; Lk 4:24-30
Dn 3:25,34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab,6,7bc,8-9; Mt 18:21-35
Dt 4:1,5-9; Ps 147:12-13,15-16,19-20; Mt 5:17-19
Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2,6-7,8-9; Lk 11:14-23

Church
Cmns Conf 2

Friday

Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-8a,8bc-9,10-11ab,14,17; Mk 12:28-

Saturday

Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4,18-19,20-21ab;Lk 18:9-14

Church
FF Rms ABC
Church
Cmns Vista

Sunday

2 Chr 36:14-16,19-23; Ps 137:1-2,3,4-5,6; Eph 2:4-10; Jn

Church
Church
Church
Cmns Vista
Cmns Conf 1,2,3
Cmns Vista
FF Hall
Church
FF Hall

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.
Daniel Cruz

Evelyn Alvarado

Richard Maihofer

Raquel Paguinto

Larry & Judy Balbierz

Bob Mason

Judy Jarvis
Doris Hernandez
Hunter Paalman
Marie Hill
Fr. Jim McGee
Jeannine Schott
Barbara Martin
Shirin Madad
Jack & Barbara Malan
Jim Altomare

Marianna Bechold
Rowan Burton
Jack Calloway
Doris Cherian
Bill & Anita Dennis
Jennifer DiSalvo
Tim Dorr
Joyce Fellows
Pamela Ferrill
Norm & Mark Jokerst

Carolyn Mayer
Jack Morgan
Ann Narloch
Mike Pollard
Bill Raymundo
James Michael Tobi
Maria Urrea
Jack & Sharla Vohs

Pray for the Deceased
Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Anna Jones

Julia Zhang

March 4, 2018

Page 4

istry
n
i
M
e
f
i
L
y
Fa m i l
SENIOR SOCIAL:
The March Senior Social is scheduled for March 23th, 11:30 – 2:30
pm in Mullen Commons. Come hang out, socialize, and meet new
people. This is also a great opportunity to renew and invigorate old
friendships. Singles, widows, widowers, divorced, separated, and
couples are all welcome. The cost is $5 and includes lunch. You can
sign up at www.SJVianney.org or by calling the office at 925-9397911. Also, mark your calendars for all the following dates: April 13th,
May 25th, No June social, July 27th.

ST. JOHN VIANNEY SUMMER CAMPOUT:
Save the date for the SJV Family Life Ministry Summer Campout that
will be held from the evening of
July 27th through 11 am of July 29th.
You can sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the parish office
at (925) 939-7911.
If you have questions you can reach out to Jerry Mellin at
jerryfmellin@gmail.com or at (925) 787-8865.

SENIOR BOOK CLUB:
The Senior Social sponsors a Senior Book Club that
meets for an hour after lunch at each social. To join
you just read the book of the month and show up.
The books for March is - Lilac Girls by Martha Hall
Kelly.

Alpha has returned!
Last Fall we launched the first-ever Alpha Course at St. John
Vianney and it was a success! 75 parishioners gathered to explore
some of life's big questions; questions that we rarely have enough
time to think about such as: Why am I here?
What's my purpose? Where am I heading? Is
there more to life than this? Many made new
friends and some of those ‘new’ friends
continue to meet in each other’s homes to
share faith and hospitality.
If you crave a deeper connection with God
and others, try Alpha. Alpha is a rare
opportunity to explore questions of life and the Christian faith in a
friendly, open and informal environment. No pressure. No charge. No
follow up.
Alpha runs in churches, homes, coffee shops, and bars all over the
world. It typically includes a meal, a video and time afterwards for
sharing your thoughts. Alpha is open to all people, whether you’re a
regular parishioner who’s just curious about what this new program
might be or you’re interested in learning more about Christianity, you
are welcome to attend! Join our next Alpha Course Wednesday
Evenings at 7 pm in Mullen Commons.
Or, if you have questions, contact Liz Rogers at
lrogers@sjvianney.org

MOMS MINISTRY LENTEN SERIES:
Join us as we meditate the Stations of the Cross.
March 7: Passing on the Faith
March 21: Putting our Faith in action through the eyes of a child
Wednesdays, 9:30-11:00, Meet at Church for Stations of the
Cross, followed by discussion. Sign up on the website, or
sjvmomsministry@gmail.com Children are always welcome!
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Make a Turn Toward God this Lenten Season
by Leisa Anslinger, author and co-founder of Catholic Strengths and Engagement Community

In a previous moment in life, I was a high school counselor. Much of my time was spent with
young people who were discerning their vocation and possible career opportunities, and selecting
colleges or post-graduation programs to continue their education. At times, however, I found
myself with a teen who was experiencing difficulty, personally or academically. Not always a
crisis, but certainly a time of challenge for the young person. Like all of us, these young people
sometimes got stuck — they could not see beyond the present, and everything they experienced
was influenced and filtered through the difficulty they faced. As a counselor, I had to help them
reframe their perception — to see the world and their experience differently in order to overcome
the obstacles they experienced.
As stewards, we also must reframe our experience at times — we must look for blessing when it
feels like there is nothing to celebrate and pay attention differently in order to see and respond to
God’s grace in our lives. This is one of the key shifts that take place as we commit ourselves to
living as disciples and growing as good stewards. Jesus tells us that the kingdom of God is at
hand, near to us, here and now. It is easy to miss the grace, the assurance of God’s presence, in
the hurried pace of our lives. Yet, as stewards, we learn to take note, to pay attention, and to live
accordingly.
During Lent, we are called to metanoia, to essential and radical conversion. We are called to turn
away from sin — the failure to see and respond to God’s grace — and to turn toward God and
God’s ways with our lives. We commit ourselves again to deny the selfish, self-centered
tendencies within us, take up our crosses, and follow Jesus. What experience do you need to
reframe in order to see the blessings and grace in your life? What are you called to deny? What
cross must you take up? How will your observance of Lent help you to grow as a disciple and live
as a steward now and in the future?

Learning & Retreat Opportunities
San Damiano: Lenten Days of Renewal &
Holy Week Retreat
March 8: “The Joyful Season of Lent” with Fr. Charles Talley,
OFM.
March 22: “The Spirituality of Imperfection” with Fr. Rusty
Shaughnessy, OFM
March 29-April 1: Holy Week Retreat
April 6-8
Building a Bridge Retreat: "How the Catholic Church and the
LGBT Community Can Enter into a Relationship of Respect,
Compassion, and Sensitivity”
Join Fr. Donal Godfrey, S.J., as he leads a retreat based on the
recent book by James Martin, S.J. Fr. Godfrey will lead
conversations and guided meditations from the book and other
sources around this topic. The retreat is intended for all who wish
to build a bridge of openness and compassion within our church
for and with LGBTQ+ people.
Please make reservations at www.sandamiano.org or call 925837-9141 x315. 710 Highland Dr., Danville.

School of Applied Theology
The School of Applied Theology offers a holistic Sabbath
experience to laity, priests, deacons, and men and women
religious, who live locally and who come from around the world,
seeking attentive rest, theological renewal, and spiritual
transformation.
March 5: “Beauty Will Save the World” with Arthur Poulin, OSB
Cam
March 6 & 13: “Self-Compassion; Self Care” with David Richo
March 7: “Gratitude Retreat” with Bernard LoCoco, FSC
March 12: “Matthew’s Passion” with Thomas Bonacci, CP
March 19: “Science verses Religion: The War that Never Was”
with Joshua Mortiz, Ph.D
March 21: “Journeying Toward an Ecological Spirituality” with
Ivan Nicoletto, OSB Cam
March 26,27,28: “Moral Explorations of Human Sexuality” with
Gerald Coleman, SS, Ph.D
March 26, 27: “Women in the Hebrew Scriptures Tell Their
Stories” with Toinette M. Eugene, Ph.D.
Register at https://www.satgtu.org/

Wednesday, February 14 - Thursday, March 29, 2018

Project Ricebowl: Encounter Safiata

Simple Soup Suppers

In Burkina Faso, we encounter Safiata, a mother,
grandmother and farmer who relies on the money she
makes from her crops to put her children through school.
How can our purchases this Lent support farmers and
artisans? How can you support those, worldwide, who are
forced to flee their homes to find safety or better
opportunities?

Fridays during Lent following the Stations of the Cross,
everyone is invited to walk over to Mullen Commons at
7:00 pm for soup and the Back to Basics Series

Stations of the Cross
Fridays during Lent beginning at 6:30 PM in the Church.

Reconciliation
Tuesday, March 13 at 7:00 pm
Tuesday, March 20 at 4.30 pm
In the Church

Back to Basics Series
With Fr. William & Liz Rogers
I Believe! – What Makes Us Catholic?

The Stations of the Cross are a 14-step Catholic devotion
that commemorates Jesus Christ's last day on Earth as a
man. The 14 devotions, or stations, focus on specific
events of His last day, beginning with His condemnation.
The stations are commonly used as a mini pilgrimage as
the individual moves from station to station. At each
station, the individual recalls and meditates on a specific
event from Christ's last day. Specific prayers are recited,
then the individual moves to the next station until all 14 are
complete.
Various ministries in the parish will be hosting Stations of
the Cross.

This six-week series, hosted by Fr. William, will look at the
foundational beliefs of our faith. We will explore the heart
of our faith through the lens of The Creed. I Believe!-What
Makes Us Catholic? will take place during Friday Soup
Suppers in the Mullen Commons Vista immediately following the Stations of the Cross. Below is a list of the topics
we will explore…
Friday, March 9, 2018 7:00pm
Meal, Sacrifice, Real Presence: What is the Eucharist?
Friday, March 16, 2018 7:00pm
Theotokos: Who is Mary?
Friday, March 23, 2018 7:00pm
Members of the Body of Christ: Who are We?

