Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
February 11th, 2018 The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
A little child of three stands in line with her
mother for ashes. She wonders why
people want dirt on their foreheads. After
all, her mother taught her to wash her face and keep it clean.
Moreover, this little girl is an OCD when it comes to
cleanliness. “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you
shall return,” is a scary thought for anyone regardless of age.
We tend to avoid the thought of death, but on Ash
Wednesday, we allow ourselves to be marked with ashes, a
humbling sign of our impermanence.
The ashes may be washed away before the day ends, but we
will be left with much to ponder. We are called to pray and
ponder in an inner room, where fewer distractions will
separate us from God or from our better selves. For me, that
place is simply my prayer stool. Every morning as I wake up, I
sit on my prayer stool and spend an hour in meditation. At
some point in your day, you also may be spending some time
in prayer, reading the Bible or reciting the Rosary, and I sense
that connection between us. As solitary as the Lenten journey
may seem, we are all linked together in our yearning to be
recognized by the One who sees us all.
I hope and pray that the Lenten Journey, this year, helps you
“to go into your inner room” and find your connection with
your God. Some ways to pray in Lent:
- Prayer daily either individually or with your family
- Celebrate the Sunday Eucharist and if possible the
daily Eucharist
- Make a retreat
- Make a pilgrimage to a holy place
- Commit to spiritual reading
As you begin your Lenten journey this year, you may want to
consider how God may be inviting you to stretch yourself to
live out the season more fully.

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of faith,
hope and love. We strive to foster our spiritual growth
and share the gifts God has given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney Parish,
registration forms are in the back of the church, on our
website www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish
Office. You can drop off a form in the collection
baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St. John
Vianney community. Is God calling you to become a
part of this important work of the people of God?

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm

United with you in prayer and penance,
Fr. William Rosario

1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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Keep a Lenten Journal
This February two events will take place on the very same day.
Both Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday fall on the 14th of the
month this year. Valentine’s Day encourages us to offer written
expressions of our love and affection to others through cards and
letters. Why not express our love for the Lord by keeping a prayer
journal during Lent? The season of Lent can be a great time of
spiritual growth and keeping a prayer journal can help strengthen
our prayer life. Journaling can help us listen more intently to God’s
voice, track our spiritual growth, and deepen our relationship with
the Lord.

There are different ways to keep a prayer journal. You can simply
reflect on a passage from scripture, then write down your thoughts
and feelings. Or, you can write down what the Holy Spirit places
upon your heart during prayer. It is important to commit to a
specific time and place each day to pray and spend time in silence
with God.
Then, as part of your prayer experience, write a few lines.
Whether you want to express your gratitude, challenges, praises
or laments, share them with the Lord in writing. As Valentine’s Day
gives us an opportunity to reflect on and express ourselves to
those we love, prayer journals accomplish the same thing in our
relationship with the Lord. If you’re not already in the habit of
keeping a prayer journal, try it. You will be surprised by the
spiritual awareness cultivated within yourself as you journey with
Christ toward Easter.

Thank you for those who heard the call
and responded during last week’s
Finance Update
Thank you to all of the volunteers who
called for, donated, prepared food,
served and or worked on the clean-up
crew for the recent Bereavement
Hospitality Receptions for Kathy Scanlan, Kathy Dorr and
Margie Wedin. Your time, talents and service are greatly
appreciated.
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St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
In today’s second reading, St. Paul urges the Corinthians to “do all for
the glory of God.” If we follow that advice in everything we do, we
cannot help but be good stewards!
See 1 Corinthians 10:31
Collection on February 3 & 4, 2018
Plate Collections including mailed checks:

$15,386.00

Online Donations:

$ 5,210.00

Total Collection:

$20,596.00

Weekly Goal:

$18,750.00

Excess:

$ 1,846.00

YTD Excess:

$10,624.50

Maintenance Fund:

$ 7,870.00

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm
Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org
Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org
Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org
Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org
Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org
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WEEKLY M EETING SCHEDULE
Monday, February 12, 2018
Rosary Group
Yoga
Tuesday, February 13, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
9:30-10:30 am Contemplative Prayer
4:00-6:00 pm Family Faith Formation
7:00-9:00 pm JustFaith
7:00-9:00 pm Lectors of the week
7:30-9:00 pm Grief Ministry
Wednesday, February 14, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
7:00-9:30 pm MS Faith Formation
7:00-9:00 pm HS Faith Formation
7:00-9:00 pm Adult Confirmation
Thursday, February 15, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
6:00-8:00 pm Faith Formation
Friday, February 16, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
11:30-1:00 pm AA
6:30-7:00 pm Stations of the Cross
7:00-9:00 pm Soup Suppers & Back Basics Series
Saturday, February 17, 2018
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group
4:00-4:30 pm Parish Reconciliation
4:30-5:00 pm Music Ministry
Sunday, February 18, 2018
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word
3:30-4:30 pm Choir practice - Youth
6:00-8:30 pm HS Faith Formation
8:00- 8:25 am
9:30-11:30 am

Pray,
always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily,
Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.

WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS
Church
Cmns Vista
Church
Rectory Parlor
FF Hall
Cmns Conf. 1 & 2
Office Conf.
Cmns Vista
Church
FF Hall
Church
Cmns Conf 1
Church
FF Hall
Church
FF Rms ABC
Church
Cmns Vista
Church
Church
Church
Cmns Vista
Church
FF Hall

Monday, February 12, 2018
Tuesday, February 13, 2018
Wednesday, February 14, 2018
Thursday, February 15, 2018
Friday, February 16, 2018
Saturday, February 17, 2018
Sunday, February 18, 2018
+ denotes deceased

8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
9:00 am
11:00 am

+ Rene Hagen
+ Asuncion Zaragoza
Ash Wednesday
+ Betty Koval
+ Lucille Whalen
+ Yvonne Thung &
Bartholomeus Go
+ Josephine Castro
+ Josephine Castro
+ Faustina Mazzetti
Ramon Llenado

WEEKLY READINGS
Monday
Tuesday

Jas 1:1-11; Ps 119:67,68,71,72,75,76; Mk 8:11-13
Jas 1:12-18; Ps 94:12-13a,14-15,18-19; Mk 8:14-21
Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-4,5-6ab,12-13,14,17; 2 Cor 5:20, 6:2; Mt
Wednesday
6:1-6,16-18
Thursday Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-2,3,4,6; Lk 9:22-25
Friday
Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-4,5-6ab,18-19; Mt 9:14-15
Saturday
Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-2,3-4,5-6; Lk 5:27-32
Sunday
Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-5,6-7,8-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.
Jim Altomare

Jennifer DiSalvo

Evelyn Alvarado
Tim Dorr
Larry & Judy Balbierz Joyce Fellows

Jack Morgan
Ann Narloch
Raquel Paguinto

Marianna Bechold
Chuck Bobinecz
Rowan Burton

Pamela Ferrill
Mike Pollard
Mark & Norm Jokerst Bill Raymundo
Fr. Brian Joyce
Randy Rudd

Jack Calloway
Doris Cherian
Eva Cuculich
Daniel Cruz
Dan De La Cruz
Bill & Anita Dennis

Gerald Kosel
Riley Maddox
Richard Maihofer
Barbara Malan
Bob Mason
Carolyn Mayer

Conway Tan
James Michael Tobin
Fr. Terry Tompkins
Maria Urrea
Jack & Sharla Vohs

Pray for the Deceased
Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Margaret B. Campos James O'Kelly
Kathy Dorr
Kathy Scanlan

Betty Smith
Margire Wedin
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ST. JOHN VIANNEY SUMMER CAMPOUT:

SENIOR SOCIAL:
Senior Social: The February Senior Social is scheduled for February
23rd, 11:30 – 2:30 pm in Mullen Commons. Come hang out,
socialize, and meet new people. This is also a great opportunity to
renew and invigorate old friendships. Singles, widows, widowers,
divorced, separated, and couples are all welcome. The cost is $5 and
includes lunch. You can sign up at www.SJVianney.org or by calling
the office at 925-939-7911. Also, mark your calendars for all the
following dates: March 23rd, April 13th, May 25th, No June social,
July 27th.

Save the date for the SJV Family Life Ministry Summer Campout that
will be held from the evening of
July 27th through 11 am of July 29th.
You can sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the parish office
at (925) 939-7911.
If you have questions you can reach out to Jerry Mellin at
jerryfmellin@gmail.com or at (925) 787-8865.

SENIOR BOOK CLUB:
The Senior Social sponsors a Senior Book Club
that meets for an hour after lunch at each social.
To join you just read the book of the month and
show up. The books for early 2018 are: February
- Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand; March - Lilac
Girl by Martha Hall Kelly.

PIZZA & BEER NIGHT:
All men of the parish are invited to a Mardi Gras Party with free pizza
and beer. Party will be on Thursday, February 15th beginning
at 6:00pm in Mullin Commons Vista.

Alpha has returned!
Last Fall we launched the first-ever Alpha Course at St. John Vianney and it was a success! 75 parishioners
gathered to explore some of life's big questions; questions that we rarely have enough time to think about such as:
Why am I here? What's my purpose? Where am I heading? Is there more to life than this? Many made new friends
and some of those ‘new’ friends continue to meet in each other’s homes to share faith and hospitality.
If you crave a deeper connection with God and others, try Alpha. Alpha is a rare opportunity to explore questions of
life and the Christian faith in a friendly, open and informal environment. No pressure. No charge. No follow up.
Alpha runs in churches, homes, coffee shops, and bars all over the world. It typically includes a meal, a video and
time afterwards for sharing your thoughts. Alpha is open to all people, whether you’re a regular parishioner who’s just curious about what this
new program might be or you’re interested in learning more about Christianity, you are welcome to attend! Join our next Alpha Course
Wednesday Evenings at 7 pm in Mullen Commons.
Or, if you have questions, contact Liz Rogers at lrogers@sjvianney.org
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Lighting the Way
The 2018 Bishop’s Appeal has been
entitled “Lighting the Way”. Bishop Barber
chose this theme to remind us of our duty
to light the way for others to build up the
Kingdom of God here in the Church of the
East Bay. For most of us, our experience
of Church is at our parish. The Church is,
of course, much bigger than that and we
are called in mission to serve all through
our parish, our diocese and universally.
Last year, I am proud and grateful to share with you that we made our parish’s goal for the
Bishop’s Appeal, which supports about 15% of the overall budget of the Diocese of Oakland. As
a parish, we contributed a bit over $58,000 and we will receive back the several thousand
dollars that we contributed above last year’s goal. This year, the Diocese has increased the
goal to help pay for their increased costs. Our new goal is $73,000. That sounds quite high, but
while we are asked as Christ’s Disciples to care for and support the needs of our broader
community, even if we do just look at our own Parish here at St. John Vianney, we can see the
costs that our Diocese bears to support our retired priests. It costs nearly $100,000 a year to
support our own Fr. Jim, and the Diocese must support the bulk of those fees, through his
retirement benefits, long term care insurance and through direct subsidy of the funds beyond
that. The Diocese supports all retired priests of the Diocese of Oakland, so Fr. Jim’s costs are
just one of many priests that must receive support. Please note that if we reach our goal, we
still won’t have covered all of what the Diocese contributes to cover Fr. Jim’s costs.
Our gift supports much more than that of course. It supports Diocesan Pastoral Ministries and
Service, which includes our Engaged Couple’s Weekends, our Youth Retreat and CYO
Operations. It also supports Religious Education & Formation and Clergy Formation & Support
which provides the Permanent Diaconate Program which benefited our Deacon Herb and the
Seminarian Education & Formation program for our future priests. And our gift supports
Catholic Schools and Parishes in need.
Please consider “Lighting the Way” by contributing to this year’s Bishop’s Appeal. Let us
contribute in a spirit of love and support not only of priests like our own Fr. Jim, but in support of
all those in our East Bay who might need Christ’s light to shine in their lives through the support
of our Diocese. As we pray so often here at SJV, “Christ has no body but mine…”, so we must
shine Christ’s light in our Diocese. Please pray, and listen and respond as you are called.
Materials are being mailed to many of your homes. Brochures with pledge cards and envelopes
will be in the pews next weekend. They will then remain at entrance tables for many weeks to
come. Please contact me at dmellin@sjvianney.org or (925)939-7911x103 if you have any
questions.
Blessings, Debbie Mellin

Stewardship in the Gospel
The fate of a leper is a great tragedy at any time and place. In Jesus’ time, lepers were considered condemned, part of the plagues
God sent as punishment. They were cast out of society and abandoned. Saint Mark’s Gospel reveals the unthinkable. Jesus reaches
out and touches a leper. He risks catching the contagious disease and heals the man. As the Gospel story teaches, no one is
abandoned by Christ. Are there those in our society or in our personal lives for whom we ascribe no hope, who we have abandoned,
treated like lepers? Or as Christ’s stewards of our sisters and brothers, do we risk reaching out and touching those who may seem to
us to be “unclean” or not worthy of our time or attention?

Wednesday, February 14 - Thursday, March 29, 2018

Ash Wednesday Mass Times

Simple Soup Suppers

Wednesday, February 14th
8:30 am
12:00 Noon
4:30 pm
7:00 pm

Fridays during Lent following the Stations of the Cross,
everyone is invited to walk over to Mullen Commons at
7:00 pm for soup and the Back to Basics Series

Stations of the Cross
Fridays during Lent beginning at 6:30 PM in the Church.
The Stations of the Cross are a 14-step Catholic devotion
that commemorates Jesus Christ's last day on Earth as a
man. The 14 devotions, or stations, focus on specific
events of His last day, beginning with His condemnation.
The stations are commonly used as a mini pilgrimage as
the individual moves from station to station. At each
station, the individual recalls and meditates on a specific
event from Christ's last day. Specific prayers are recited,
then the individual moves to the next station until all 14 are
complete.
Various ministries in the parish will be hosting Stations of
the Cross.
On March 2, there will be a brand-new Stations of the
Cross experience for Children. Interactive Stations of the
Cross for Children, allows kids to taste the bitter-herbed
drink that was given to Jesus while he hung on the cross,
or hammer nails into the cross, or throw dice, like the
Roman soldiers, for Jesus’ cloak.
Other groups such as the high school youth group, the
Men’s Club, Knights of Columbus, etc., will also host
stations.

Lenten Faire
Please stop by the Mullen Commons this weekend,
February 10th & 11th after all Masses for our Lent Faire.
Pick up Lenten resources to use and share.

Back to Basics Series
With Fr. William & Liz Rogers
I Believe! – What Makes Us Catholic?
This six-week series, hosted by Fr. William, will look at the
foundational beliefs of our faith. We will explore the heart
of our faith through the lens of The Creed. I Believe!-What
Makes Us Catholic? will take place during Friday Soup
Suppers in the Mullen Commons Vista immediately following the Stations of the Cross. Below is a list of the topics
we will explore…
Friday, February 16, 2018 7:00pm
God is Relationship: Who is God?
Friday, February 23, 2018 7:00pm
True God and True Man: Who is Jesus Christ?
Friday, March 2, 2018 7:00pm
He proceeds from the Father and the Son:
Who is the Holy Spirit?
Friday, March 9, 2018 7:00pm
Meal, Sacrifice, Real Presence: What is the Eucharist?
Friday, March 16, 2018 7:00pm
Theotokos: Who is Mary?
Friday, March 23, 2018 7:00pm
Members of the Body of Christ: Who are We?

