Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
January 28th, 2018 The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
As the season of Lent is fast approaching,
I'd like to share with you a brief reflection on
a popular hymn of prayer: “Take, Lord, and
receive…” Some of you may be familiar with this prayer which
goes on to offer oneself to God.
This is a prayer of surrender. We might think about what we are
doing on our end when surrendering (or resisting surrender);
what parts of our lives we give to God or hold back; what
aspects of ourselves we disclose or hide (perhaps even from
ourselves); and whether we are free around matters like wealth,
health or others’ opinions of us. We may give the Lord our day’s
work, or let God take care of the outcome of our actions when
our efforts feel uncertain. Through reciting this prayer we
encourage ourselves “to let go and let God in” and give God a
little more of ourselves than before.
However, there is another dimension to these words: God
receives us. All of us. I can say to God with confidence: Here,
take this or that aspect of my life or better yet, take the whole of
it and the whole of me, because I know that I am always being
received.
If we are lucky and I consider myself to be very lucky, we had
parents who were good at receiving all of who we were, at least
most of the time - both positive and negative feelings or our
particular identities as they developed. Perhaps, they also
listened well about the everyday events as we came home from
school or other activities. Sometimes, though, parents are not
able to do all of this receptive work or they even actively reject or
neglect us in significant ways. As adults, how we relate to God
can often be influenced by the ways in which significant people
in our pasts were able or unable to hold and receive us.
God, however, is always eager to receive us in our wholeness our gifts and weaknesses, shortcomings and strengths. God
“gets” our inner workings and appreciates our quirks and
individual personalities. God is strong enough to accept and
receive any emotion or experience that we might bring to prayer.

(Continued on page 2)

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of faith,
hope and love. We strive to foster our spiritual growth
and share the gifts God has given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney Parish,
registration forms are in the back of the church, on our
website www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish
Office. You can drop off a form in the collection
baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St. John
Vianney community. Is God calling you to become a
part of this important work of the people of God?

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm
1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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To pray “Take Lord, and receive,” then, is not only an offer of self,
but also an affirmation of faith in a God who desires to know, to
love, and to hold us more than we can ever say. I invite you to
embrace this prayer as your own and to pray it each day of Lent. I
pray that your surrender to God of yourselves is total and
complete.

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
Moses told the people, “The Lord will raise up for you a prophet like
me from among your own kinsmen.” God still provides among His
people the gifts and talents necessary to continue the work of His
Church. What gifts are yours to share?
See Deuteronomy 18:15

With prayers, wishes and blessings,
Collection on January 20 & 21, 2018

Fr. William Rosario
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Authority is seen negatively by many, perhaps most, in today’s culture.
This perception is the result of humans misusing authority, lording it
over people, having an undesirable impact on their personal,
professional, and civic lives. So when we read in today’s Gospel that
Jesus “taught them as one having authority,” we might initially bristle. Of
course, the authority that is attributed to Jesus is different. This is divine
authority. God, the author of all, acts out of love for all. God respected
the people’s request for a prophet in the time of Moses. They promised
to listen to him and to adhere to God’s laws, knowing that the law was
created for their good. This is the sort of adherence of which Saint Paul
speaks as well when he tells the Christian community in Corinth to
adhere to the Lord without distraction. As people who commit to living
and growing in faith, we give God authority over our lives, knowing that
God will guide us to truth, life, and love.
GOD IS GOD
God does not lord divine authority over us, even though God is Lord of
heaven and earth. God wants what is best for all of humanity and for all
of creation. God desires that we live for God and for others. Jesus
teaches as “one having authority and not as the scribes,” because
Jesus is the source of whatever authority the scribes had, whether they
carried out their authority well or not. Those who heard Jesus speak
were in the presence of the very truth of God’s love. There is no greater
authority than this. There is more, however. We are given free will, and
may choose to live as God desires, or to walk away from the path of
holiness. The Israelites to whom Moses spoke had failed to live God’s
law of love in the past, and recognized their need for someone to speak
the words of the Lord to them. In the simplest of terms, they understood
that God is God, and that they were not God.
WE ARE NOT GOD
We are not God. In our hearts, we know this. And yet, how often do we
act as though we think we are? We might go to God in moments of
weakness, difficulty, or trial and ask God for help, yet much of the time
we go our own way. We hold onto a false sense of control, rather than
finding freedom in reliance on God. Salvation history, as recorded in
sacred scripture, shows us that there has been this
tendency in humanity throughout the ages to try to be
God, rather than to be like God. Such thinking does not
work out well in the end. We are not God! Jesus came
to express the depths of God’s love. The authority with
which he spoke and taught, healed and expressed
forgiveness, is the authority of one who understands that
love is the answer. Christ shows us the real
transformation that is possible when we give God the
authority. “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

Plate Collections including mailed checks:

$10,159.50

Online Donations:

$ 7,570.00

Total Collection:

$17,729.50

Weekly Goal:

$18,750.00

(Shortfall):

$ 1,020.50

YTD Excess:

$14,468.00

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm
Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org
Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org
Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org
Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org
Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org
Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org
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WEEKLY M EETING SCHEDULE

8:00-8:25 am

Monday, January 29, 2018
Rosary Group
Yoga
Tuesday, January 30, 2018
Rosary Group

7:00-9:00 pm

JustFaith

8:00- 8:25 am
9:30-11:30 am

7:00-9:00 pm
7:00-9:00 pm

Baptism Parent Prep
Lectors of the week
Wednesday, January 31, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
4:00-5:00 pm
Children's Choir
6:00-7:00 pm
Handbells Music Ministry
7:00-9:00 pm
Adult Confirmation
7:30-9:00 pm
Adult Choir
Thursday, February 1, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
6:00-8:00 pm
Family Faith Formation
Friday, February 2, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
9:00-9:30 am
Rosary Group
11:30-1:00 pm AA
Saturday, February 3, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
9:00 am-3:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration
4:00-4:30 pm
Parish Reconciliation
4:30-5:00 pm
Music Ministry
Sunday, February 4, 2018
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word
9:00-10:00 am PreK & Kindergarten Faith Formation
12:00-2:00 pm Family Faith Formation
3:00-5:00 pm
Confirmation Group
3:30-4:30 pm
Choir practice - Youth

WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS
Monday, January 29, 2018
Tuesday, January 30, 2018
Wednesday, January 31, 2018
Thursday, February 1, 2018
Friday, February 2, 2018
Saturday, February 3, 2018

Church
Cmns Vista
Church
Cmns Conf. 1 &
2
Cmns Vista
Office Conf.

Sunday, February 4, 2018
+ denotes deceased

Church
Church
Church
Cmns Conf 1
Church

Monday

Church
FF Hall

Thursday

2 Sm 15:13-14, 30:16:2-13; Ps 3:2-3,4-5,6-7; Mk 5:1-20
2 Sm 18:9-10,14b, 24-25a,30-19:3; Ps 86:1-2,3-4,5-6; Mk 5:21
Tuesday
-43
Wednesday 2 Sm 24:2,9-17; Ps 32:1-2,5,6,7; Mk 6:1-6
1 Kgs 2:1-4,10-12; 1 Chron 29:10,11ab,11d-12a,12bcd; Mk
Mal 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32
1 Kgs 3:4-13; Ps 119:9,10,11,12,13,14; Mk 6:30-34
Jb 7:1-4,6-7; Ps 147:1-2,3-4,5-6; 1 Cor 9:16-19,22-23; Mk

Church
Cmns Library
Church
Church
Cmns Vista
Cmns Conf 1,2,3
Cmns Vista
FF Hall
Church

Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily, Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week, lets pray for St. Vincent de Paul Society

+ Joseph Emanuel
+ Francis Nolan
+ Florrie Doherty
+ Sebastian Arena
+ Esteben Zaragoza
+ Maria Bismonte
+ Mark Matthews
+ Maurice Champagne
+ Mike Long
+ Faustina Mazzetti

WEEKLY READINGS

Friday
Church
Saturday
Church
FF Rms ABC Sunday

Pray, always pray.

8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:30 am
9:00 am
11:00 am

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.
Jim Altomare
Evelyn Alvarado
Larry & Judy Balbierz
Marianna Bechold
Chuck Bobinecz
Rowan Burton
Jack Calloway
Doris Cherian
Eva Cuculich
Daniel Cruz
Dan De La Cruz

Bill & Anita Dennis
Jennifer DiSalvo
Tim & Kathy Dorr
Joyce Fellows
Pamela Ferrill
Mark & Norm Jokerst
Fr. Brian Joyce
Dexter Maclang Nguyen
Riley Maddox
Richard Maihofer
Barbara Malan

Bob Mason
Ann Narloch
Mike Pollard
Bill Raymundo
Randy Rudd
Betty Smith
Sandra Sung
James Michael Tobin
Fr. Terry Tompkins
Maria Urrea
Jack & Sharla Vohs

Pray for the Deceased
Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Jim Abele
Adoracion Delgado
Nicholas Fleming
Marjorie Kelso

Joseph Klaczynski Kathy Scanlan
Larry Klenow
Ann Welch
Raymond Krekel
Orlando Martinez

January 28, 2018

Page 4

istry
n
i
M
e
f
i
L
y
Fa m i l
SENIOR SOCIAL:
Senior Social: The February Senior Social is scheduled for February
23rd, 11:30 – 2:30 pm in Mullen Commons. Come hang out,
socialize, and meet new people. This is also a great opportunity to
renew and invigorate old friendships. Singles, widows, widowers,
divorced, separated, and couples are all welcome. The cost is $5 and
includes lunch. You can sign up at www.SJVianney.org or by calling
the office at 925-939-7911. Also, mark your calendars for all the
following dates: March 23rd, April 13th, May 25th, No June social,
July 27th.

ST. JOHN VIANNEY SUMMER CAMPOUT:
Save the date for the SJV Family Life Ministry Summer Campout that
will be held from the evening of
July 27th through 11 am of July 29th.
You can sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the parish office
at (925) 939-7911.
If you have questions you can reach out to Jerry Mellin at
jerryfmellin@gmail.com or at (925) 787-8865.

SENIOR BOOK CLUB:
The Senior Social sponsors a Senior Book Club
that meets for an hour after lunch at each social.
To join you just read the book of the month and
show up. The books for early 2018 are: February
- Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand; March - Lilac
Girl by Martha Hall Kelly.

VALENTINE’S DAY CELEBRATION FOR COUPLES:
An evening of fun, reflection, and celebration for SJV Couples will be celebrated Friday, February 9th, 6:00 –
8:45 pm, in Mullen Commons. Babysitting is available in Faith Formation at a modest cost through our Youth
Group’s Parent Night Out program and pizza dinner will be provided.
There is no cost for the Couple’s Evening. Hearty appetizers will be served beginning at 6:00 pm and the
program will start at 6:45 pm (appetizers will be sufficient for those who have not had dinner).
A renewal of vows will be led by Fr. William.
This event is currently full. If you are still interested, please contact the office at (925) 939-7911 and add your
names to the waiting list in case their is a cancellation. We are also looking into how we can accommodate a
few more couples. If that is possible, we will pull couples from the waiting list and let them know.
For more information contact Jerry Mellin at jerryfmellin@gmail.com or (925) 787-8865.
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Alpha returns in January!
Last Fall we launched the first-ever Alpha
Course at St. John Vianney and it was a
success! 75 parishioners gathered to explore
some of life's big questions; questions that we
rarely have enough time to think about such as:
Why am I here? What's my purpose? Where am
I heading? Is there more to life than this? Many
made new friends and some of those ‘new’
friends continue to meet in each other’s homes to share faith and
hospitality.
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Facilities Management Group
Parish Giving
Each year your Facilities
Management Group reaches
out to SJV Parishioners
through a special collection
for financial support to carry
out its parish mission. Our
mission is:

If you crave a deeper connection with God and others, try Alpha. Alpha
is a rare opportunity to explore questions of life and the Christian faith
in a friendly, open and informal environment. No pressure. No charge.
No follow up.

To evaluate, plan and recommend facilities, buildings and
grounds operations, maintenance and related projects to the
Pastor, Parish Staff, Parish Committees and the Parish
Community.

Alpha runs in churches, homes, coffee shops, and bars all over the
world. It typically includes a meal, a video and time afterwards for
sharing your thoughts. Alpha is open to all people, whether you’re a
regular parishioner who’s just curious about what this new program
might be or you’re interested in learning more about Christianity, you
are welcome to attend!

Much of the funding for our
Capital and Maintenance
projects comes from donations
received through two annual
collections. This year the first
special collection will occur on
the weekend of February 3rd
and 4th. Examples of past
projects includes parking lot paving, replacement of the church
air conditioning units, Parish Rectory and Office Building
upgrades, and Church toilet room modifications for improved
accessibility. This year the FMG will focus its attention on Faith
Formation Building maintenance,
drainage improvements at the
Rectory and parking lot,
improving parking lot lighting for
security purposes, and handrails
in the Church Sanctuary.

Our next Alpha Course starts Wednesday evening, January 31 at 7
pm in Mullen Commons. Please click on the Sign-up Genius link:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084faba723a7ff2-alpha

Contemplative Prayer

Parish Parlor, every Tuesday from 9:30 – 10:30 am
A contemplative is one who has chosen the “inner way” as her/his
journey into a fuller life. It is a quest for praying and living from the heart.
At St. John Vianney, our contemplative practice consists of centering
prayer and lectio divina.
Centering prayer is a silent, receptive consent to God's presence and
action within us. Father Keating, a Benedictine monk, says, “Centering
prayer is resting in God beyond words, emotions and thoughts like two
friends sitting in silence, just being in each other's presence.”
Lectio divina is a contemplative way to read short passages of sacred
text and discover its deeper meaning. Our desire is to have a word
come alive in us and to learn to respond to life with the “mind of Christ.”

Eucharistic Adoration
You are invited to spend some personal time in silent prayer with
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament every first Saturday of the
month. It is a good time to reflect on how much God loves us. The
next scheduled Eucharistic Adoration will be Saturday, February
34\rd. It is held in Mullen Commons Library after the 8:30 Mass
until 3:30 pm.
You are invited to join the Eucharistic
Adoration Ministry. For details please
contact Andy Leven (925-933-9241) or
Ron Courtney (925-933-1695)

Special envelopes will be available in the pews for your
use. We ask for your continued support.

Did you know?
January is Human Trafficking
Awareness Month
“If we see someone who needs help, do we stop? There is so much
suffering and poverty, and a great need for good Samaritans.” —
Pope Francis
How can you help?
Add the National Human Trafficking Hotline to your phone:
1-888-373-7888.
Change your consuming habits: betterworldshopper.com.
Contribute to Claire’s House, a Home of Love, Hope and Healing for
commercially sexually exploited children in the Bay Area, through
Catholic Charities of the Easy Bay Visit slaveryfootprint.org and be
surprised by how many slaves work for you.

Children’s Stewardship
Do Your Children See You Give?
Every parent wants to raise children who share and give generously. When our children someday meet
God face to face we want to know that they will hear Jesus say to them the same words the master said
to those who used their talents wisely, “Well done, my good and faithful servant...Come, share your
master’s joy.” (Matt 25:21)
However, raising a generous child is a challenge in a society that constantly teaches children to want
more and more things for themselves. One of the key factors in teaching children to be generous is to let
them see you giving. After all, children mimic what they see, not what they hear.
Today many donations to the parish Offertory may be made electronically, monthly, quarterly, or via
mail. Thus, children may never actually see their parents give. A child who never sees a parent place an
envelope in the Offertory could grow up thinking, “My parents never gave any support to the Church.
Why should I?”
Therefore, it is important that parents talk with children about the charitable gifts the family makes. If you
would like to increase your giving you might even ask your kids about ways the family budget could be
adjusted so that there is more to share with God. Their suggestions might surprise you! More
information for discussing God’s call to give can be found here.
Using an Allowance To Help Teach Stewardship
We all know that money can’t buy happiness. Wealthy people can be just as unhappy as poorer people.
Rather, happiness comes from being content with what we have and feeling like we are making a
difference in the world. We can put our children on the path to a happy and successful life by teaching
them how to use and manage money so that it brings them contentment, fills their needs and allows
them to help others.
Financial experts suggest that children should be taught to divide their allowance into three or four
sections – to spend, to save, to invest and to donate. Spending covers basic needs and
wants. Saving teaches patience and planning. Investing looks to the future. For children this might mean
future educational needs. Donating gives kids satisfaction by allowing them to be a part of sometime
important, like the Offertory.
Our Lord calls each of us to share what we have. He tells us, “Much will be required of the person
entrusted with much and even more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.” (Luke 12:48)
Children who learn to give away a portion of their financial blessings not only are following the Lord’s
command but they also begin to discover that sharing part of their money can be very satisfying.

Stewarding in the Gospel
In today’s Gospel we hear proclaimed the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. He teaches. He
heals. And all are amazed. By their baptism, Christian stewards realize they are called to do
the same in their lives. They are called to be the light of Christ each day. As we bring closure
to the beginning of this new year, now is a good time to ask the Lord to fill our hearts with
courage and faith, so that we too may publicly minister in his name; that we may be liberated
from our insecurities and fear so that we can share the Gospel authoritatively and work to heal
at least one wounded relationship in the coming months ahead.

