Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
January 7th, 2018 The Feast of the Epiphany

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Are you one of those who starts the New
Year with the best of intentions to lose
weight or get in shape or eat healthier, and
you give it your best shot but the complexities of life get in your
way?
The inherent problem with making annual resolutions is that this
game is rigged from the start, if our desire to expand beyond our
current threshold comes out of a sense of lack, of missing
something, of being deficient. The “failure” to keep resolutions,
then, increases our feelings of guilt and unworthiness.
In short, the problem is this: we can only find the motivation and
self-discipline required to realize our goal by designing our
resolution around something we enjoy. The reason being that it
is only something we love and enjoy that can create a strong
gravitational pull towards transformation.
A member of my family had resolved to get in shape but found
that she hated staying away the food that she and her husband
enjoyed. The solution for reaching her goal was a simple one: to
move toward something she loved which was going to the gym.
She found that attending regular workout sessions in the gym
was something that her heart and body were naturally attuned
to.
Personally, I’ve been asking myself why our New Year’s
resolutions are always based on ourselves, particularly if there
are no pressing issues to attend to in our own lives. Why couldn’t
our resolutions be based on helping others live healthier and
happier lives? A memorable quote from Seth Godin, “If you
aren’t drowning, then, you’re a Lifeguard”, points out how there
are people suffering around us, some in our daily sphere, and
they need our help. They may have made or are making poor
decisions in dietary choices, in relationships, in how they cope
with the everyday stresses of life. Some may be just lonely.
If we have a safe place to sleep, a job to support us, reasonable
health and food in the fridge, we’re probably living with surplus. If
we have enough breathing room to devote an hour to watching
TV, or having an argument we don’t need to have, or simply
messing around online, don’t you think that we have the time to
help those who are hurting?
(Continued on page 2)

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of faith,
hope and love. We strive to foster our spiritual growth
and share the gifts God has given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney Parish,
registration forms are in the back of the church, on our
website www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish
Office. You can drop off a form in the collection
baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St. John
Vianney community. Is God calling you to become a
part of this important work of the people of God?

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm
1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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And so, I invite you to challenge yourself: who can you help? Who
in your life can you devote up to a few minutes a day to help cure
them of their unhappiness or loneliness?
Who can you encourage to go to the gym with you or
accompany you on your daily walk, run or exercise routine?
Who can you bring to mind that you could lift up in prayer as
you meditate and pray each day?
Who can you spend a little bit of time with each day as they
are sick, home-bound or are hospitalized to let them know
that they are valued as fellow human beings?
Who can you accompany to Church even as you enjoy the
worship and fellowship at St. John Vianney?
Who can you invite to Alpha - a process of getting to know
and love Jesus which begins shortly in our Parish even if it
is a family member, a colleague or an acquaintance who
looks like they could use a little of God in their life?

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
The three wise men who came from the East to pay homage to
the infant Jesus brought Him rich gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh as part of their worship. What gifts have I brought to
this celebration to offer to the newborn Savior?
Collection on December 30 & 31, 2017
Plate Collections including mailed checks (2018):

$16,458.50

Online Donations (2017):

$14,160.00

Total Collection (2017):

$14,160.00

Weekly Goal:

$19,608.00

Shortfall:

($ 5,448.00)

YTD Shortfall (2017):

$ (52,097.63)

If no one come to mind who you can help, then, follow the lead of
Zig Ziglar who advises us: “Make eye contact with someone who
doesn’t expect it and then give her/him your best smile.”
My fellow-parishioners, when you look at yourself as the New
Year unfolds for you, and see that you are not wanting and that
life is pretty good, look around to see who you can help. The irony
of life is that when you help those around you, it has a way of
making life better for you, too. Or as Florence Shinn says, “What
you do for others, you are doing for yourself”. Jesus said it more
eloquently: “Whatsoever you do for the least of my brothers or
sisters, you do for me”.
I wish you a faith-filled and joyful New Year 2018 and hope and
pray that you make a difference in the world.
With prayerful blessings,
Fr. William Rosario

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org

Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org

Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org

Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org

Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org

Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
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WEEKLY M EETING SCHEDULE
Monday, January 8, 2018
Rosary Group
Yoga
Tuesday, January 9, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
9:30-10:30 am
Contemplative Prayer
4:00-6:00 pm
Family Faith Formation
7:00-8:30 pm
Middle School Faith Formation
7:00-9:00 pm
Lectors of the week
7:30-9:00 pm
Grief Ministry
Wednesday, January 10, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
4:00-5:00 pm
Children's Choir
6:00-7:00 pm
Handbells Music Ministry
6:30-9:00 pm
HS Faith Formation
7:00-9:00 pm
Adult Confirmation
7:00-9:00 pm
St. Vincent de Paul
7:30-9:00 pm
Adult Choir
Thursday, January 11, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
Friday, January 12, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
11:30-1:00 pm
AA
Saturday, January 13, 2018
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
10:00 am-12:00 pm Grief Ministry
4:00-4:30 pm
Parish Reconciliation
4:30-5:00 pm
Music Ministry
Sunday, January 14, 2018
9:00 & 11:00 am
Children's Lit. of the Word
9:00-10:00 am
PreK & Kindergarten Faith Formation
12:00-2:00 pm
Family Faith Formation
3:00-5:00 pm
Confirmation Group
3:30-4:30 pm
Choir practice - Youth
6:00-8:30 pm
HS Faith Formation
8:00- 8:25 am
9:30-11:30 am

Pray, always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily, Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week, lets pray for peace

WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS
Church
Cmns Vista
Church
Rectory Parlor
FF Hall
FF Hall
Office Conf.
Cmns Vista
Church
Church
Church
FF Hall
Cmns Conf 1
Cmns Conf 3
Church
Church
Church
FF Rms ABC
Church
Cmns Vista
Church
Church
Cmns Vista
Cmns Conf
Cmns Vista
FF Hall
Church
FF Hall

Monday, January 8
Tuesday, January 9
Wednesday, January 10
Thursday, January 11
Friday, January 12
Saturday, January 13
Sunday, January 14
+ denotes deceased

8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm
9:00 am
11:00 am
5:00 pm

+ Eufrocina Saldana
+ Sr. Gertrude Ryan
+ Stephanie Rivers
+ Antoinette Witt
+ Taihee Dewes
+ Martini Thung
Sandy Valente
Patricia McGuigan
+ Inez Denegri
+ Eugene Lawrence Valerio

WEEKLY READINGS
Is 42:1-4,6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9; Ps
29:1-2,3-4,3,9-10 or Is 12:2-3,4bcd,5-6; Mk 1:7-11
Tuesday
1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Samuel 2:1,4-5,6-7,8abcd; Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday 1 Sm 3:1-10,19-20; Ps 40:2 & 5,7-8a,8b-9,10; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11,14-15,24-25; Mk 1:40-45
Friday
1 Sm 8:4-7,10-22a; Ps 89:16-17,18-19; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday 1 Sm 9:1-4,17-19; 10:1; Ps 21:2-3,4-5,6-7; Mk 2:13-17
Monday

Sunday

1 Sm 3:3b-10,19; Ps 40:2,4,7-8,8-9,10; 1 Cor 6:13c-15a,17-

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust
and faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.
Evelyn Alvarado
Larry & Judy Balbierz
Sydney Baloue
Marianna Bechold
Dick Beil
Chuck Bobinecz
Rowan Burton
Jack Calloway
Doris Cherian
Daniel Cruz
Bill & Anita Dennis

Jennifer DiSalvo
Tim & Kathy Dorr
Adrian D'Souza
Joyce Fellows
Pamela Ferrill
Mark & Norm Jokerst
Fr. Brian Joyce
Larry Klenow
Yvonne Kay Killips
Dexter Maclang Nguyen
Richard Maihofer

Bob Mason
Ann Narloch
Janet O'Keefe Burke
Betty Smith
James Michael Tobin
Fr. Terry Tompkins
Maria Urrea
Jack & Sharla Vohs
Margie Wedin
Paul Wong

Pray for the Deceased
Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Nicholas Fleming

Marjorie Kelso

Joseph Klaczynski

Raymond Krekel
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SENIOR SOCIAL:
The January Senior Social is scheduled for January 26th, 11:30 – 2:30 pm in Mullen Commons. Come hang out, socialize, and meet new
people. This is also a great opportunity to renew and invigorate old friendships. Singles, widows, widowers, divorced, separated, and
couples are all welcome. The cost is $5 and includes lunch. You can sign up at www.SJVianney.org or by calling the office at 925-9397911. Also, mark your calendars for all future socials: February 23rd, March 23rd, April 13th, May 25th, No June social, July 27th.

SENIOR BOOK CLUB:
The Senior Social sponsors a Senior Book Club that meets for an hour after lunch at each social. To join you just read
the book of the month and show up. The books for early 2018 are: January - The Other Einstein by Marie Benedict;
February - Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand; March - Lilac Girl by Martha Hall Kelly.

MENTOR COUPLE PROGRAM:
The Family Life Ministry is actively launching a Mentor Couple Program. If you are a new parishioner or recently married and would like
someone to journey with you as you get to know SJV, please let us know. We are also actively recruiting mentor couples. More information is
available on the website.
If you are interested, please contact Jerry Mellin at jerryfmellin@gmail.com or at (925) 787-8865.

ST. JOHN VIANNEY SUMMER CAMPOUT:
Save the date for the SJV Family Life Ministry Summer Campout that will be held from the evening of
July 27th through 11 am of July 29th.
You can sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the parish office at (925) 939-7911.
If you have questions you can reach out to Jerry Mellin at jerryfmellin@gmail.com or at (925) 787-8865.

VALENTINE’S DAY CELEBRATION FOR COUPLES:
An evening of fun, reflection, and celebration for SJV Couples will be celebrated Friday, February 9th, 6:00 –
8:45 pm, in Mullen Commons. Babysitting is available in Faith Formation at a modest cost through our Youth
Group’s Parent Night Out program. There is no cost for the Couple’s Evening. Appetizers will be served
beginning at 6:00 pm and the program will start at 6:45 pm. A renewal of vows will be led by Fr. William. Space
is limited so sign up early!
You can sign up on the website at SJVianney.org or by calling the office at (925) 939-7911.
For more information contact Jerry Mellin at jerryfmellin@gmail.com or (925) 787-8865.
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Did you know?
January is Human Trafficking
Awareness Month
Learn the Signs to End Trafficking: Does the person you see:
*Have inexplicable physical injuries, perhaps branding tattoos *Show
a great deal of fear &/or signs of severe trauma
*Unable to speak English but has a companion who speaks for him/
her
*Unable to go out or move about freely or alone
*Lack knowledge of whereabouts or the city in which he/she is *Live
with employer or where he/she works
Anonymously call the National Human Trafficking Hotline: 1-888-3737888 and share what you see and suspect.
PRAYER FOR AN END TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Alpha returns in January!
Last Fall we launched the firstever Alpha Course at St. John
Vianney and it was a success! 75
parishioners gathered to explore
some of life's big questions;
questions that we rarely have
enough time to think about such
as: Why am I here? What's my
purpose? Where am I heading? Is
there more to life than this? Many
made new friends and some of
those ‘new’ friends continue to
meet in each other’s homes to share faith and hospitality.
If you crave a deeper connection with God and others, try Alpha. Alpha
is a rare opportunity to explore questions of life and the Christian faith
in a friendly, open and informal environment. No pressure. No charge.
No follow up.
Alpha runs in churches, homes, coffee shops, and bars all over the
world. It typically includes a meal, a video and time afterwards for
sharing your thoughts. Alpha is open to all people, whether you’re a
regular parishioner who’s just curious about what this new program
might be or you’re interested in learning more about Christianity, you
are welcome to attend!
Our next Alpha Course starts Wednesday evening, January 31 at 7
pm in Mullen Commons. Please click on the Sign-up Genius link:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084faba723a7ff2-alpha
Or, if you have questions, contact Liz Rogers at lrogers@sjvianney.org
Still curious, view this introductory video:https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=oMmUxmQrGfI

Oh God, we didn't see them.
But you did -The hundreds and thousands of
human beings
Trafficked each year to join the
millions who are trapped in
modern-day slavery.
Under terrible conditions they
work in factories, plow fields,
harvest crops, work quarries, fill
brothels, clean homes, and haul water.
Many are children with tiny fingers for weaving rugs
and small shoulders for bearing rifles.
Their labor is forced, their bodies beaten,
their faces hidden from those who don't
really want to see them.
But you see them all, God of the poor.
You hear their cry and you answer
by opening our eyes, and breaking our hearts
and loosening our tongues to insist:
No mas. No more.

Eight-Week Social Justice Module
offered by SJV Adult Faith Formation:
Exploring Migration - A Faith Journey

Migration is a complex issue that is reshaping the cultural, economic
and political landscape of the planet. This new module offers the
opportunity for prayer, reading and reflection as well as discussion
and discovery related to this critical and controversial issue of our
day.
This eight-week course, running Tuesday evenings, January 23, 2018
through March 13, 2018 from 7 – 9 pm, provides participants a
chance to find common ground and to discover more about
themselves, their values, our God, and the millions of people who are
on the move in every part of the world. The sessions will be held in
Lower Mullen Commons.

Stewardship Reflections at the Turn of the Year...
By Teresa Keogh
As I write this we are fast approaching Christmas, a time when few of us have time to ‘take
stock’ of what and how we are living...But January is quieter for many of us – a time when we
might have a spare moment to assess where and how we are. Many of us try and make New
Year resolutions – and they are often ‘all about me’. I need to be thinner, wealthier, more hard
working and so on. And they are often doomed to failure.
I would like to suggest something different this New Year. As stewards we talk about and live
gratitude; we strive to make that foundational in our lives. We are thankful for all we have
received and we have a great desire to give. But do we make opportunities for others to give?
Are we receptive to their giving? Maria Bolding, an English Benedictine nun who died in 2009,
spoke of this in her final illness. She describes herself in the prologue to her last book,
Gateway to Resurrection, as “...like a helpless child who has nothing to give except its need.”
At that stage in her life she was finally able to accept with gratitude the gifts that others offered
her. She was able to receive.
As we enter this New Year, can we pledge to be open to receiving the gifts that others offer to
us? Can we be grateful for these too? Having an attitude of receiving as well as giving will
mean that a greater number of people will be able to fully use the gifts that God has given
them – and allow each of us to be grateful for a greater range of gifts, not just those we
recognize and use, but also those that we receive. In this way we can fully live what Saint John
Paul II wrote about in Novo Millennio Ineunte (At the Beginning of the New Millennium), when
he asserted: “A spirituality of communion implies also the ability to see what is positive in
others, to welcome it and prize it as a gift from God: not only as a gift for the brother or sister
who has received it directly, but also as a ‘gift for me’” (#43).

Stewarding in the Gospel
The Today’s Gospel reading reveals the story of the magi who come from the east to pay
homage to Jesus, the newborn king. The story of the magi teaches Christian stewards three
Christmas truths: God, in the person of Jesus Christ, is present and active in the world, and
good stewards strive daily to follow his star. Second, each of us, no matter our circumstances
or station in life, has a gift to bring to the Lord. And finally, our life’s journey always leads to
Christ, even when at times we do not know where the road is taking us.

