Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
December 24th & 25th, 2017 The Fourth Sunday of Advent / Christmas

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Welcome… and Merry Christmas! Whoever
you are and wherever you may be in your
journey of faith, you’re most welcome to St. John Vianney Catholic
Church. Whether you’re here with us for the first time, the first time
in a long while or a parishioner, we’re glad you’re at St. John
Vianney. We’re glad you’ve made this your home for Christmas!
We have waited in eager and joyful anticipation for the birth of
Jesus, our Prince of Peace, and we, the Community of St. John
Vianney have also waited joyfully for you to be with us today. We
encourage you to make yourself at home.
You’ll notice we’ve decked our halls to celebrate The First Noel…
At Christmas, as we celebrate a “God-with-us”, we realize that
He’s more, a “God as us”, and quite literally so. Christmas is an
event that changed the world once and for all. That “God is with us
in our weakness, in our brokenness and in our infirmity” is the one
Good News that humanity cannot do without. That’s why see sing,
“It’s the most wonderful time of the Year!”
“Every child that comes into the world comes world comes with the
message that God is not yet tired of us humans”, said
Rabindranath Tagore. This is all the more true with the Baby of
Bethlehem: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son
that …we might have eternal life”… Our God is one who loves and
gives; He gives and forgives. The sun only shines and God only
loves. Christmas is proof that God is not a theory; it shows that
God is real.
We, the Parish Community of St. John Vianney are a Church that
worships and prays; a place of learning that guides and teaches,
and a home that loves and gives. It’s a not just a place but a
people that meets you where you are, accepts you for who you
are, and invites you to become what you’re called to become. St.
John Vianney parish is a way to become what God wants you to
become.
We believe that God gathers us together as a community of sisters
and brothers to live and love, and so, together we create the
space and place that allows us to fully explore and express our
faith and the wonders of his love: a place to belong.
We’re called to support, sustain and nurture one another’s faith.
Rooted in Catholic traditions, we live our Gospel values having
Christian love as our distinctive mark of identity even as we heal
wounds and warm hearts. Full, conscious and active
(Continued on page 2)

Christmas Schedule - Rejoice!!
Christmas Eve - Sunday, December 24th
3:00pm Children’s Christmas Mass
5:00pm Family Christmas Mass
8:00pm Christmas Candlelight Mass
Musical Preludes/Sing-Along before every Mass
Christmas Day - Monday, December 25th
9:00am, and 11:00am
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God,
December 31 and January 1
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am, 5:00pm
Monday: 10:00am (No 8:30 mass)
Feast of the Epiphany - January 7th & 8th
Saturday: 5:00pm;
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am, 5:00pm
*Epiphany Party Sunday 12:30pm
Baptism of the Lord - Monday, January 10th
8:30am
Unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given. ~ Isaiah 9:6
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participation in the liturgical celebrations is the source of our strength; it
is what nourishes our faith and directs our daily life. This is a way to
believe and become God’s own people. Here Faith inspires Life and Life
inspires Faith.

Pray for the Sick

On the first Christmas, the Holy Family was seeking a place to give birth
to Jesus, the Savoir of the world. We hope that you have come to us
seeking or desiring a place to birth the presence of Jesus in your heart,
in your life, in your being. We hope you will find a home with us!

May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.

May the love, peace and joy of the Christ Child be yours today and every
day of the New Year 2018. Happy Christmas!

Larry & Judy Balbierz Joyce Fellows

Bob Mason

Sydney Baloue

Pamela Ferrill

Ann Narloch

Rev. William Rosario

Marianna Bechold

Anne Flaig

Mike Pollard

Evelyn Alvarado

Bill & Anita Dennis

Richard Maihofer

Chuck Bobinecz

Mark & Norm Jokerst

Bill Raymundo

Welcome Home!

Jack Calloway

Fr. Brian Joyce

James Michael Tobin

We have been waiting for you. We know that sometimes you can drift
away for whatever reason or need. Know that God continues to long
and wait for your return.

Doris Cherian

Joseph Klaczynski

Maria Urrea

Gerorge Coleman

Yvonne Kay Killips

Jack & Sharla Vohs

If you are someone or know of someone
who has drifted away from God or the
Catholic Church... Come Home! We are
waiting for you.

Daniel Cruz

Xiomara Lezama

Margie Wedin

Cristeta Del Mundo

Dexter Maclang Nguyen Paul Wong

Pray for the Deceased

If you have questions about the Catholic
Church or about God; if you have not been
to Church in a long time and you feel disconnected... Come Home. The Door is
Open waiting for you.

Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives
and offer comfort to their families.

For more information please contact our Parish Office at
staff@sjvianney.org or call 939-7911 ext. 0

Nancy Bano

Bob Matula

Frank Fernandez Barbara Wanner

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org

Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org

Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org
Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org

Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org

Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org

Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
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'When I was a stranger, you welcomed me.' Matt 25:35
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Service & Community
'...Amen I say to you, whatever you did for the least of my
brothers, you did for me.' Matt. 25:40

Jesus Christ teaches that whenever we welcome one of the least
of our sisters and brothers, we welcome Christ
Himself. Parishioners of St. John Vianney seed to see the face of
Christ in one another. St. John Vianney is a welcoming parish
regardless of the parish demographics: large or small - urban,
suburban or rural.

Members of St. John Vianney are ready to minister to varied needs of
their own parish family as well as the needs of the wider community and
Church. Just as the members of a family come together to help one of
their own, St. John Vianney parish family serves those who are hurting
or in need, doubting or seeking salvation. The parish family also comes
together to celebrate, thank and return God's gifts.

We strive to extend a warm, hospitable and loving welcome to all
who join us in worship, service, study, social or in times of
personal need. We assist our parish community in presenting a
visible sign of Christ’s loving kindness in all we do.

We strive to be servant ministers to the need of our parish
members, the wider community and Church. We strive to serve
compassionately those who are hurting or in need, lost or alone, or
suffering in any way. We give thanks to God for all the gifts we have
received and we celebrate the special events in the lives of
parishioners.

Arts & Environment:
We welcome you to St. John
Vianney with warm hearts and
decked halls. Join us throughout
the year as we interpret the
liturgical season in different ways
through the use of color, nature,
art, light, religious and other
symbols. Men and women with all
manners of talents are needed.
Contact Joanna Mechler:
jomechler@gmail.com

Weekend Hospitality:
Create an environment of welcoming and
community after weekend masses and events
by providing food, preparing the Vista
Commons and serving those in the
community.
Contact Kam Baloue sheddy99@yahoo.com

Outreach:
Caring Hands: Provide transportation to appointments, errands,
social outings and more importantly, be a companion.
St. Elizabeth Ministry: Assist with food, toy and school drives
throughout the year benefiting our sister parish in Oakland and
families in need.
St. Vincent de Paul: Interview and provide assistance to those in
need in the Walnut Creek/Concord area.
Faith in Action: Respond to Christ’s call to serve the poor and
Outcasts through Education & Advocacy on issues including Hunger,
Homelessness, Immigration & the Environment.
Winter Nights Shelter: Each year we welcome and host families,
provide meals and hospitality for those in need in our community.
Pastoral Care of the Sick: Serve the sick and bring communion to the
Homebound, Hospital, Nursing Home and Care Home patients a
POWR: People organized to welcome refugees are welcoming a 2nd
family to our community this year. Come join and make a difference in
this family’s new life.
Contact Parish Office staff@sjvianney.org to be directed to the right
group
Parish Volunteers:
The office and staff are always in need of volunteers to help run the
operations of the parish. Would you like to be office volunteer assisting
in secretarial duties, bulk mailings, facilities management, money
counting, phone trees? Are you technically skilled and have ideas and
resources to improve the website, bulletin, social media or other
communications of the parish? All are welcome to bring their talents to
the table. Please contact Parish Office staff@sjvianney.org to be
directed to the right group
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'Prayer is as necessary to our souls as food is to our
Prayer and the sacraments dispose a soul to receive God's
abundant graces, which are necessary to grow in holiness. It is
through prayer that we nurture our personal relationship with
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We grow as disciples who are committed to prayer—individual
and communal prayer, public and private prayer. Through prayer
we are invited to draw closer to Jesus and to imitate Him in our
daily lives. While Eucharist is central to our spiritual life, other
prayer opportunities are made available.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word:
This is a special Sunday morning opportunity for children to
celebrate the Liturgy of the Word during the 9:00am and 11:00am
Masses.
The children are invited to gather in the church
with a catechist prior to the first reading. They
are sent forth by the community with blessing
and song to listen and reflect on the Sunday
Children's Sunday readings. They return to the
assembly before the presentation of the gifts.
The Gospel message is shared with the children
through ritual, Scripture and interactive reflection.
Contact Liz Rogers lrogers@sjvianney.org & Marie Walton
mwalton@sjvianney.org
Liturgical Ministry:
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:
Assist the celebrant with the distribution of the
consecrated bread and wine.
Greeter: Be a welcoming voice and warm face
of the St. John Vianney Parish.
Lectors: Proclaim the word of God at Mass. It’s
a great opportunity to learn more about the
scriptures and proclaim the word of God.
Ushers: Be a guide to the parish community by assisting in seating
the congregation, taking up offerings and caring for the safety,
comfort and security of the sanctuary.
Alter Servers: Youth in the 4th grade and older are invited to serve at
the table of the lord.
Ministers of Music: Musicians at mass are said to be praying twice,
help make each Mass an experience of joyful expression and prayer.
Contact Therese Gorman tgorman@sjvianney.org
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Eucharistic Adoration:
Eucharistic Adoration is a time set aside for personal prayer and
reflection in silence before the Presence of Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament. It differs from the Mass which is our primary worship of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. The Mass is a communal celebration of
our Catholic Christian faith whereas Eucharistic Adoration is a
personal opportunity for worship and prayer.
You are invited to spend some personal time in
silent prayer with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament
every first Saturday of the month. It is a good time
to reflect on how much God loves us. The next
scheduled Eucharistic Adoration will be Saturday,
January 6. It is held in Mullen Commons Library
after the 8:30 Mass until 3:30 pm.
Contact Andy Leven (925-933-9241) or Ron Courtney (925-9331695)
Rosary Prayer Group:
The Rosary is said every morning, Monday through Saturday at 8:00am.
in the Church. We gather around the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary
and pray for peace, for our priests and for our personal intentions. Come
on a regular basis or drop by whenever you can. All are welcome.
If you do not know how to pray the rosary or are not sure how and would
like to learn, we will be happy to help you.
Whether you are already in the habit of praying
the Rosary and want to renew the spirit of your
prayer, or whether you are new to the Rosary and
want to learn how to quiet your mind and heart
come join St. John Vianney parish enter deeply
into the Mysteries of Christ, come to a quiet place within.
Contact Ron Courtney rcourtney@courtneyent.com
Small Christian Communities:
Our SCC groups meet each Fall and Spring. Many SCCs are looking for
new members. Small Christian Communities have been an important
part of SJV for many years. These groups consist of 8 to 12 adults who
meet to connect faith (church teachings and scripture) and everyday life.
Groups pray, talk and support one another’s effort to live the gospel
message. Meetings last about one hour and a half.
Contact Liz Rogers lrogers@sjvianney.org
Contemplative Prayer
A contemplative is one who has chosen the “inner way” as her/his journey into a fuller life. It is a quest for praying and living from the heart. At
St. John Vianney, our contemplative practice consists of centering prayer and lectio divina. Meetings are Tuesdays 9:30 am in the Rectory.
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Formation
'Being a disciple is not just something else to do,
alongside many other things suitable for Christians, it is
a total way of life and requires continuing conversion.'
from USCCB's Stewardship a Disciple's Response Formation is a formidable task, involving education fo the mind and
conversion of the heart. To know the "stewardship way of life",
does not make one live a "stewardship way of life." Ongoing
Catholic education is important if we are to grow in our lives as
stewards.
We strive to educate, form and sustain the stewardship way of
life for all ages through faith formation opportunities in the parish
and school. We strive to be disciple stewards and give good
example as we participate in parish life in ministries and on parish
leadership teams. We are open to the continuous conversion to a
life of stewardship – to sharing what one has with a
loving, generous and grateful heart .
Sacraments:
Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Christian Initiation,
Confirmation: Come and be welcomed into our faith community at St.
John Vianney.
Contact Liz Rogers lrogers@sjvianney.org & Marie Walton
mwalton@sjvianney.org

Family & Youth Faith Formation:
Preschool Faith Formation: A fun and fulfilling Sunday morning
gathering for children ages 3 & 4.
Family Faith Formation: This monthly, 2 hour session, is family based
for elementary school children held October through May. You are
welcome to a meal and an interactive learning experience.
Middle School Faith Formation: A scripture centered experience
through large and small group activities for 6th, 7th & 8th graders.
High School Youth Group & Teen Mass: Teens come together to
celebrate mass, learn about their faith and grow in the community.
Contact Liz Rogers
lrogers@sjvianney.org, Marie
Walton mwalton@sjvianney.org
or Christian Vargas
cvargas@sjvianney.org

Alpha:
Last Fall we launched the first-ever Alpha Course at
St. John Vianney and it was a success! Parishioners
gathered to explore some of life's big questions;
questions that we rarely have enough time to think
about such as: Why am I here? What's my purpose?
Where am I heading? Is there more to life than this?
Many made new friends and some of those ‘new’ friends continue to
meet in each other’s homes to share faith and hospitality.
If you crave a deeper connection with God and others, try Alpha.
Alpha is a rare opportunity to explore questions of life and the
Christian faith in a friendly, open and informal environment. No
pressure. No charge. No follow up.
Our next Alpha Course starts Wednesday evening, January 31 at 7
pm in Mullen Commons.
Contact Liz Rogers lrogers@sjvianney.org

Family Life Ministries:
Senior Social & Book Club: Singles, widows/ers, divorced and
separated, couples and all seniors are welcome to monthly
luncheons to socialize, hang out and meet new people. The next
social is January 26th
MOMs Ministry: Come to a place for MOMs and children to grow in
their faith, enrich and deepen relationships and nourish spirits,
Family Life Events: As a family and
faith community, join us in various
activities including a couples Valentine’s
Day Celebration (February 9th), Special
Anniversary Celebrations, Parents Nights
Out & the Summer Campout (July 2018),
Contact Jerry Mellin
jerryfmellin@gmail.com

Stewardship & Christmas:
Turning the World Upside Down
For women in the ancient world, motherhood was prized and desired
above almost all else. Sacred scripture tells of many women who pleaded with
God to let them conceive. From Sarah, the mother of Isaac, to Elizabeth, the
mother of John the Baptist, the Bible is replete with women who finally, in their old
age, were granted the gift of motherhood for which they had begged God. How
marvelously significant it is, then, that in the town of Nazareth those many years
ago, a young girl named Mary, unmarried and probably feeling altogether
unready for motherhood, was visited by an angel who delivered God’s plea:
would she give God a child? Mary’s response is a model par excellence for all
those who aspire to be good stewards: “Behold, I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be
done to me according to your word” (Lk. 1:38).
And so the real mystery and beauty of Christmas is delivered: God turns
the world upside down. In the words of the Magnificat, Mary proclaims the hope
of every good steward: “My soul magnifies the Lord” (Lk. 1:46). He has dispersed
the arrogant of mind and heart, lifted up the lowly, filled the hungry with good
things, and sent the rich away empty. Here is a new understanding of the God
who desires not our begging and our pleas, but our ‘yes’ to God’s invitation to be
active stewards in his plan of salvation. For the Christian steward, the
consumerism, the gaudiness, the excesses of our cultural Christmas can be
overcome by answering the call to live simpler lives, to use less, to feed the poor,
to quiet ourselves in stillness rather than grow louder in frenzied activity.
In her book The Vigil: Keeping Watch in the Season of Christ’s Coming,
Professor Wendy Wright from Creighton University writes: “The ancient desert
dwellers of our early Christian communities tell us that the surest way into the
heart of God is to be still. In being still we learn to be attentive to the vast and
hidden stillness that permeates all things.”
In a world which prizes and desires wealth above so many things, the
Christian steward finds in the stillness the true hope which lies at the heart of
Christmas. Christ has come, and he comes again and again, and finally in the
end, Christ comes. Once again, God implores us to receive this child in the
stillness of our hearts, and respond to his call to transform the world’s values – to
turn the world upside down.

Stewardship in the Gospel
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day)
In today’s Christmas Mass at dawn we hear from the Gospel reading
that God has entered quietly into the world. Not into the great city of Jerusalem,
but into a small village about five miles south. Not into a noble family, but to an
outcast couple keeping the newborn in a manger. Not announced by royal edicts,
but to common shepherds, the first human heralds of Christ’s birth. As Christian
stewards we simply allow Christ to live in us no matter what our circumstances
happen to be. We allow Christ to share his love with us and reflect that love out to
others. We now are the heralds of Christ’s Incarnation. What an unimaginable gift
from a generous Lord. Good stewards rejoice in this gift and give glory to God.

Stewardship Prayer
Gracious Lord, Let your goodness reveal itself
to us, that we, made in your image, may
conform ourselves to it.
We cannot imagine your
majesty, power and
wonder on our own; nor is
it fitting for us to try. But
your kindness and mercy
reach from the heavens,
through the clouds, to the earth below to show
us the fruits of your Incarnation.
You have come to us as a small child, but you
have brought us the greatest of all gifts, the gift
of your eternal love.
Caress us with your tiny hands, embrace us
with your tiny arms, and soften our hearts with
your tender voice so that we might respond as
humble stewards of your active presence in
the world.
We pray this through Christ, your Son who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God forever and ever.
Amen.
Fellow Parishioners,
As we prepare for the birth of our Lord, for the
miracle and wonder of God becoming one of
us to bring us closer to God, we’re filled with
wonder and gratitude. May this season of
giving remind us that “giving is not God’s way
of raising money; it is God’s way of raising
people into the likeness of his Son.”
We are grateful for your stewardship and the
many gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure that
you have shared with our St. John Vianney
community this year. Your continued support
is gratefully appreciated
We wish a Blessed Advent Season for you and
your family as you prepare for Christmas.
Thanks
Jim Jones Chair of Stewardship Leadership
Committee

