
Mass Schedule 
 

Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am 
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm 

Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm 
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm 

Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm 

1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA 94598   
(925) 939-7911  

www.sjvianney.org 

WELCOME 
 

Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of faith, 
hope and love. We strive to foster our spiritual growth 
and share the gifts God has given to us all. 
 

You are invited to join Saint John Vianney Parish, 
registration forms are in the back of the church, on our 
website www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish 
Office. You can drop off a form in the collection 
baskets in church. 
 

You are invited to share your gifts with our St. John 
Vianney community. Is God calling you to become a 
part of this important work of the people of God? 

 
 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 

This week we begin the season of advent with 
our Gospel Living message: Incarnation as 

God's first reconciliation. In Christ, God reconciles us to Himself. In and 
through Christ, He makes us His daughters and sons. 
 

For us Christians, advent is a time of great hope and eager anticipation 
as we await the arrival of the Baby of Bethlehem who unites heaven 
and earth. But let's be real; doing so doesn't just happen, enjoying a 
happy and holy Christmas is no accident. It requires purposefulness, 
preparation and mindfulness. 
 

Many of us are surprised or even annoyed when we see Christmas 
decorations up in stores long before the season begins. Some of us are 
bothered by the expression, "Happy Holidays" that is rampant in words, 
cards and the media this time of year, believing that "Happy Holidays" 
is a personal affront to our faith. It's easy for us to look outside 
ourselves, to blame the media, the culture, etc., something or someone 
else for taking 'Christ' out of Christmas. 
 

But I wonder... is it true? Has the media, the stores, the culture taken 
Christ out of Christmas?  Or have we, individually and collectively, 
done so by buying into the commercialization of the season. Have we 
gotten caught up with the notion of picking up the perfect gift for our 
spouses, partners, family members, friends etc.? Do we overspend, 
stress ourselves out and essentially turn this time “of wonder and holy 
waiting” into a time of holiday frenzy that leaves us feeling depleted 
rather than lifted up in joyful anticipation? And when we do so, is it no 
wonder that the season is often a very difficult time for so many? 
 

Our Gospel Living message of "Incarnation - God's first reconciliation" 
challenges us to understand that we are the ones that need to 
remember and act on the reality that as Christians, the most important 
thing is to be reconciled with God.  
 

It challenges us to remember and act with the knowledge that our God 
is one of kindness, compassion, justice and above all else, unending 
and unconditional love. As we continue to reflect on Incarnation as 
God’s first reconciliation, let us heed the call of Christ and be 
reconciled with one another. 
 

Rev. William Rosario  
Pastor 

 
 

Pastor’s Corner 

Saint John Vianney Catholic Church 
To know and love Jesus  

and follow Christ in co mpassionate service. 
 

 
December 10th, 2017 The Second Sunday of Advent 
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Pray for the Sick 
 

May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and 
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.      

 
Parish Office  & Staff Contact Information 

Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm    Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm 
Phone: (925) 939-7911   Fax: (925) 939-0450   

Deacon:  
 Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org 
 

Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:  
 Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org 
 

Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:  
 Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org 
 

Director of Youth Ministry:  
 Christian Vargas  (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org 
 

Director of Music and Liturgy:  
 Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org 

Pastor:  
 Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org 
 

Pastoral Associate for Administration:  
 Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org 
 

Secretary:  
 (Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org  
 Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org 
 Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org 
 Indira Pethebridge indira@sjvianney.org 
 

Director of Communications and Community Relations:  
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org 

Pray for the Deceased 
 

Let us remember those from our parish family who have died 
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives 

and offer comfort to their families. 

Evelyn Alvarado Jennifer DiSalvo Bob Mason 
Larry & Judy Balbierz Kathy Dorr Bob Matula 
Marianna Bechold Adrian D'Souza Ann Narloch 
Chuck Bobinecz Joyce Fellows Mike Pollard 
Rowan Burton Pamela Ferrill Bill Raymundo 

Jack Calloway Mark & Norm Jokerst Julie Sheehy 
Doris Cherian Fr. Brian Joyce James Michael Tobin 
Diedre Child Joseph Klaczynski Fr. Terry Tompkins 
Gerorge Coleman Richard Korniek Maria Urrea 
Daniel Cruz Xiomara Lezama Jack & Sharla Vohs 
Cristeta Del Mundo Dexter Maclang Nguyen Nancy Wallace 
Bill & Anita Dennis Richard Maihofer  

Nancy Bano Mary Ann Korinek Sean McMullan 

Frank Fernandez Larry Ladra Angie Mohun 

Fr. Tony Herrera Josepina Marino Ben Zuppan 

Thonas Hewett Barbara Martini  

From St. Vincent de Paul 
 

On Dec. 5 Christmas came early for 
71 families with over 200 children 
who picked up gifts, books and food 
boxes lovingly prepared by members 
of the St. Vincent de Paul ministry 
(aka Santa’s elves).  Of course this would not have been 
possible without the many parishioners who donated toys, 
clothes and food for the Angel Tree program.  So on behalf of 
all those who were helped by this generous outpouring of time 
and treasure, THANK YOU! 
 

We also want to express our appreciation for all who have 
donated toiletry items over the past year.  Recently we were 
able to put together 60 bags of toiletry items and give them to 
the victims of the fires in Northern California; so on their behalf, 
many thanks!  We also gave bags of toiletry items to all the 
families who received gifts from the Angel Tree program, and 
we often give these out to homeless people who come to us for 
help as well. 
 

You may have heard that there was a fire recently at the St. 
Vincent de Paul Thrift Store in Pleasant Hill; unfortunately none 
of the merchandise was salvageable.  We will have a Bundle 
Sunday collection in January to help restock the store, so 
please start saving your donations for that. 
 

And if you have a heart for reaching out to those in need, we 
invite you to consider joining this ministry.  Please contact Mark 
MacMahon at mjmacmahon@hotmail.com for more 
information.  
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Collection on December 2 & 3, 2017     

Plate Collections including mailed checks:      $12,741.50 

Online Donations:  $  5,335.00 

Total Collection: $18,076.50 

Weekly Goal: $19,608.00 

Shortfall: $  (1,531.50) 

YTD Shortfall $ (81,654.13) 

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving 
 

John the Baptist’s call to repentance is echoed in the U.S. 
bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship: “Christians must beg 
God for the grace of conversion: the grace to know who they 
are, to whom they belong, how they are to live –the grace to 
repent and change and grow, the grace to become good 
disciples and stewards.”   

Pray, always pray. 
 

Your prayers are needed. 
The Rosary is recited daily, Mon-Sat 8am  

in the Church before Mass. 

This week, lets pray for the deceased priests 

Monday, December 11 8:30 am  + John Nunes 
Tuesday, December 12 8:30 am  + Julia Di Liddo 

Wednesday, December 13 8:30 am  + Angela Scatena 
   + Jim & Helen Coghlan 

Thursday, December 14 8:30 am     Kay & Jack Colloway 
Friday, December 15 8:30 am  + Bill Snyder 

Saturday, December 16 8:30 am     Kay & Jack Colloway 
 5:00 pm  + Josephine Castro 

Sunday, December 17 7:30 am  + Eusebia Chua 
 9:00 am  + Prudencio C. Avendano 

+ denotes deceased 11:00 am     Ramon Llenado 

Monday Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9an & 10,11-12,13-14; Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday 
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a;12:1-6a,10ab; Judith 
13:18bcde,19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

Wednesday Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2,3-4,8,10; Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1,9,10-11,12-13ab; Mt 11:11-15 

Friday Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2,3,4,6; Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday Sir 48:1-4,9-11; Ps 80:2ac,3b, 15-16,18-19; Mt 17:9a,10-

Sunday 
Is 61:1-2a,10-11; Lk 1:46-48,49-50,53-54; 1 Thes 5:16-
24; Jn 1:6-8,19-28 

 Monday, December 11, 2017  
8:00- 8:25 am Rosary Group  Church 
7:00-9:00 pm SCC Cmns Conf 1 
7:00-9:00 pm RCIA Cmns Conf 2 
 Tuesday, December 12, 2017  
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group  Church 
9:00-10:00 am Stewardship Committtee Office Conf.  
10:00-11:00 am Contemplative Prayer Rectory Parlor 
4:00-6:00 pm Family Faith Formation FF Hall 
7:00-8:30 pm Middle School Faith Formation FF Hall 
7:00-9:00 pm Lectors of the week Office Conf.  
7:30-9:00 pm Grief Ministry Cmns Conf 3 
 Wednesday, December 13, 2017  
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group  Church 
4:00-5:00 pm Children's Choir Church 
6:00-7:00 pm Handbells Music Ministry Church 
6:30-9:00 pm HS Faith Formation FF Hall 
7:00-9:00 pm Adult Confirmation Cmns Conf 1 
7:00-9:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul Cmns Conf 3 
7:30-9:00 pm Adult Choir Church 
    Thursday, December 14, 2017  
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group  Church 
 Friday, December 15, 2017  
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group  Church 
11:30-1:00 pm AA  FF Rms ABC  
 Saturday, December 16, 2017  
8:00-8:25 am Rosary Group  Church 
4:00-4:30 pm Parish Reconciliation Church 
4:30-5:00 pm Music Ministry Church 
5:00-10:00 pm Parents Night Out FF Hall 
 Sunday, December 17, 2017  
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word Cmns Vista 
9:00-10:00 am PreK & Kindergarten Faith Formation Cmns Conf 1,2,3 
12:00-2:00 pm Family Faith Formation Cmns Vista 
3:00-5:00 pm Confirmation Group FF Hall 
3:30-4:30 pm Choir practice - Youth Church 
6:30-8:00 pm Youth Group Christmas Party Church 
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Christmas Services 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Saturday, December 23rd:  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 
Sunday, December 24th:  

7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am 
Christmas Eve 

Sunday, December 24th:  
3:00 pm, 5:00 pm, 8:00 pm 

Christmas Day 
Monday, December 25th:  

9:00 am, 11:00 am 
*Fr. William Rosario will preside at all masses. 

Yuletide Choirs 
 

Christmas is a time to celebrate and what better way than to join 
Music Ministry in helping to lead our worship. We have several 

opportunities for involvement at all levels: 
  

Special Occasion Children's Choir 
For the Christmas Eve 3 pm Mass. 
Rehearsal is 
Wednesday, December 20, 3:30-5 
pm. 
  
Yuletide Youth Choir 
Sixth Grade and up for the 
Christmas Eve 5pm Mass. 
Rehearsal is Sunday, December 
17 at 3:30pm 
   
Yuletide Adult Choir 
For Christmas Eve 8 pm or 11am 
Christmas Day. Rehearsals are 
Wednesday evenings. 
  
All Ages Family Choir  
For 9am Christmas Day Mass. 
Rehearsal is Saturday, December 
23, 10am-noon. 
  
Sign up today! Come, bring 
friends, and get ready to share the 
best of who and what we are at St. 
John Vianney.  
Contact Tree after Masses at the 
piano, 
email tgorman@sjvianney.org, or 
call 939-7911 x 110 if you have any questions or would like to 
sign-up. 

Celebrating Christmas at Home with St 
John Vianney: Greeters, Ushers, EMEs  

 

We are inviting you to make your plans with your Church 
Family for the Christmas Feast. As with any family gathering, 

there is a need to know who can help out in various capacities. 
Please help us by signing up for your ministry today. EME’s 

contact Peggy Casey,pegcasey@astound.net. Greeters contact 
Betsy Noga, jbnoga@astound.net or signup online through our 

website. Ushers, contact Tree 
Gorman, tgorman@sjvianney.org or signup online through our 

website. 

Nativity Tableau 
 

Children ages preschool through 5th grade and their parents 
are invited to help reenact the 

birth of Christ in a tableau at the 
3:00pm & 5:00pm Christmas Eve 

Masses. There are 
two mandatory rehearsals: 

Tuesday, December 19th and 
Thursday December 21st in the 

church 4:30-5:30pm 
Please contact our Director of 

Music and Liturgy, tgorman@sjvianney.org or 939-7911 ext. 
110 to sign up or for more information. 

Christmas Day with a Broken Heart. 
 

We are here for you and your family on Christmas Day.   
Fr. Padraig will provide Grief support on  

Christmas Day at 12.30pm at the Mullen Commons Library . 
Please inform families you know whose  

"bells will not be jingling this year”. 
 

(For more information call Eileen at 925-939-8149) 

Fellow Parishioners, 
 

As we prepare for the birth of our Lord, for the miracle and wonder of 
God becoming one of us to bring us closer to God, we’re filled with 
wonder and gratitude. May this season of giving remind us that “giving 
is not God’s way of raising money; it is God’s way of raising people 
into the likeness of his Son.” 
 

We are grateful for your stewardship and the many gifts of Time, Tal-
ent and Treasure that you have shared with our St. John Vianney 
community this year.  Your continued support is gratefully appreciated. 
 

We wish a Blessed Advent Season for you and your family as you 
prepare for Christmas. 
 

Thanks 
Jim Jones Chair of Stewardship Leadership Committee  
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Could YOU be a friend to the Caring 
Hands Program? 

 

The next Caring Hands Volunteer training is coming up on January 19, 
2018 in Walnut Creek! If you have just an hour or two each week to 
offer friendship and occasional rides to a senior in your neighborhood, 
Caring Hands would love to talk with you.  
 

If volunteering won’t fit your schedule, you could still help the Caring 
Hands Volunteer Caregivers Program if you know someone wonderful 
who’d consider joining the team as a non-medical volunteer caregiver. 
Enriching matches and deep relationships are created with frail or 
isolated Contra Costa County seniors who treasure a friendly visit, a 
walk, a social outing, or a ride to the doctor. Reading mail or providing 
occasional respite care are services which make a big difference. The 
program is flexible and you can volunteer in your own neighborhood if 
you wish. 
 

Perhaps you’ll be that friend who gives a waiting senior hope and help 
– or maybe you know just the person to do so! For an application or 
more information about Caring Hands please contact Stacy Appel, 
Volunteer Coordinator, at (925) 952-2999 or email 
caring.hands@johnmuirhealth.com 

Eight-Week Social Justice Module offered 
by SJV Adult Faith Formation:  
Exploring Migration - A Faith Journey  

 

Migration is a complex issue that is reshaping the cultural, economic 
and political landscape of the planet. This new module offers the 
opportunity for prayer, reading and reflection as well as discussion and 
discovery related to this critical and controversial issue of our day. 
 

This eight-week course, running Tuesday evenings, January 23, 2018 
through March 13, 2018 from 7 – 9 pm, provides participants a chance 
to find common ground and to discover more about themselves, their 
values, our God, and the millions of people who are on the move in 
every part of the world. The sessions will be held in Lower Mullen 
Commons. 
 

Registration is now open following all the masses. Registration and 
questions, contact Carol Addison at (925) 935-4833 and Dick Chaffee 
at (925) 932-5087. Nancy Williams at nawms@aol.com.   

Refugee Family News:  
Our Second Family 

 

Our parish is sponsoring a new family from Afghanistan. In order to 
make their arrival comfortable we will be collecting household items for 
them. Items such as living room and bedroom furnishings, kitchen and 
bath items, and linens will be accepted.  
 

Please contact Marie Noble at mnoble@astound.net for household 
items.  
 

If you wish to purchase groceries, cleaning supplies or personal 
hygiene products, please contact David or Carol Williams 
(dpwcaw@gmail.com or cawdpw@gmail.com) (925) 945-6048.   
 

Thank you for your generous support. 

St. John Vianney Adopt-a-Family 
 

Thank you to all who have volunteered to adopt-a-family this holiday 
season. Please remember to return your donations the weekend of 
December 9th & 10th, no later than Sunday, December 10th 11:00 am 

Laugh your way 
To Heaven 

 

A man and his wife are driving down the road when a cop pulls them 
over. The cop says to the man, “Do you know that you were 
speeding?” The man replies, “No sir, I didn’t know I was speeding.” 
The man’s wife then yells, “Yes you did, you knew you were speeding 
I’ve been telling you to slow down for miles.”  “Be quiet,” the man says 
to his wife, “just sit back and be quiet.” Then the cop says, “Well, 
since I’ve got you pulled over did you know that the tag on your 
licesnse plate is expired?” “No Sire” the man replies, “I did not know 
that.” “WHATEVER!” His wife yells, “I’ve been telling you to go get it 
up to date for 2 whole months now!” “Be quiet” the man yells to his 
wife again! “Just sit back and mind your own business!” Curious, the 
cop walks over to the woman’s side of the car and asks her, “Does he 
always talk to you this way?” “No” she replies, “Only when he’s 
drinking!” 
 

From the desk of Ed Burkart, SJV humor ambassador 



When you say the word “Advent,” what immediately pops into mind? A feast of 
color, a traditional manger scene bathed in soft candlelight, glistening snowflakes 
falling on festive trees, a yearning for the One who is to come. But sometimes, 
the season brings other images: crowded stores, treats that tempt us to too many 
calories, limitless to-do and to-buy lists. Yet in the back of our minds, we hear the 
call to conversion. Christ is calling us to be good stewards of all that we have and 
all that we are. How can we keep Advent in such a way that it is a time to focus 
on the fundamentals of stewardship; of spiritual growth and preparation for the 
coming of Jesus Christ? Here are a few suggestions, not meant to be another to-
do list, but rather a way to remind ourselves daily of our call to prepare a way for 
the Lord in our lives.  
 
• Begin the season with a list to prioritize what you really want spiritually, and 

in relation to friends and family, from Advent. Discard all the “extras” and the 
fantasy of the perfect Hallmark Christmas. List clear goals that bring growth 
and peace and quality time.  

• Take time to read the daily readings each day of Advent. The beautiful words 
of Isaiah are guaranteed to inspire, and the commitment will guarantee you a 
bit of quiet and reflective time.  

• Do you send Christmas cards? Even if they are the standard signature only 
or newsletter variety, try to personalize one a day, writing a nice note to an 
elderly relative or a friend you haven’t seen in a long time.  

• Go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This will encourage you to reflect on 
your life, your gifts and where you fail to utilize them for the good of others. 
It’s a beautiful preparation for the coming of Jesus and the beginning of a 
new year.  

• Pray for patience. As you drive over icy streets or navigate through a 
crowded store, take time to pray for those around you and for those who 
struggle with much less. Become aware of people around you and lift them in 
prayer rather than see them as obstacles to your goals.  

• In the midst of a season of abundance, do not forget the poor in your 
community.  

Stewardship in the Gospel 
 

 

Today’s second reading is about Christ’s coming again, “The day of the Lord,” 
Peter calls it, but that day isn’t December 25th. It’s that other day, that second-
comingday about which Peter is concerned. He waits with great hope and 
anticipation for God to remake the earth into a place of perfect justice and peace. 
And he sets some demanding goals for the Christian community as it awaits that 
final day of accounting and reconciliation: strive to be at peace, without spot or 
blemish. Christian stewards work for peace. As we await the coming of 
Christmas, what can we do to promote peace in our homes, workplaces, 
community and world?  

Stewardship Prayer 
 

Gracious Lord, Let your goodness reveal itself 
to us, that we, made in your image, may 
conform ourselves to it.  
 
We cannot 
imagine your 
majesty, power 
and wonder on 
our own; nor is it 
fitting for us to 
try. But your 
kindness and 
mercy reach 
from the 
heavens, through the clouds, to the earth 
below to show us the fruits of your Incarnation.  
 
You have come to us as a small child, but you 
have brought us the greatest of all gifts, the gift 
of your eternal love. 
 
Caress us with your tiny hands, embrace us 
with your tiny arms, and soften our hearts with 
your tender voice so that we might respond as 
humble stewards of your active presence in 
the world.  

 
We pray this 
through Christ, 
your Son who 
lives and reigns 
with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one 
God forever and 
ever.  
 
Amen.  


