Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
December 3rd, 2017 The First Sunday of Advent

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
God is Right Here and Right Now. Yes, this is the message of
Christmas: a God With Us, a God For Us, and above all a God As Us.
Most religions that I’ve studied and familiarized myself with still
teach God to be elsewhere, this is the human-divine split. Before we
can take the Union with God seriously, we must shift from that thinking
of God as out there to also knowing God in here.
In fact, that is the best access point! Only inner experience can bring
about a healing of the human-divine split, and Christianity
alone provides us with an opportunity to experience the human-divine
union, in and through Christ.
Real transformation comes about by realizing our union with God right
here, right now—regardless of any performance or achievement on our
part. It’s not something that we can merit or attain. That is the meaning
of grace. But we have to know this for ourselves. No one can do this
knowing for us. I could tell you that God is not elsewhere and heaven is
not later, but until we come to experience it personally and regularly,
we will not believe it.
The “God-is-elsewhere” idea is overcome by authentic Christianity in at
least two major and foundational ways. Through the Christmas event,
God in Jesus became flesh; God visibly moved in with the material
world to help us overcome the illusion of separation, of otherness (John
1:14). Secondly, God as Holy Spirit, is precisely known as an
indwelling and vitalizing presence. By itself, intellectual assent to these
two truths does little. The Incarnation and Indwelling Spirit are known
only through participation and practice, when you actively draw upon
such Infinite Sources. “Use it or lose it!”
When applied correctly, theology leads us to know that we can fully
trust the “now” because of the Incarnation and the Spirit within us. It’s
like being in a relationship. One can’t be fully intimate with someone
who is physically or emotionally absent. We need close, concrete,
particular connections. That’s how we humans operate. And what
Christmas provides us with: a God with the skin on, a God who is
imminent and therefore accessible to us, makes possible this
experience of the human-divine union.
Jesus teaches and is himself a message of now-ness, here-ness,
concreteness, and this-ness. As a practitioner of meditation, what I've
discovered is that the mind can only do two things: replay the past, and
plan or worry about the future. The mind is always bored in the present.
So, it must be trained to stop running backward and forward. This is the
(Continued on page 2)

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of faith,
hope and love. We strive to foster our spiritual growth
and share the gifts God has given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney Parish,
registration forms are in the back of the church, on our
website www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish
Office. You can drop off a form in the collection
baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St. John
Vianney community. Is God calling you to become a
part of this important work of the people of God?

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm
1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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role of contemplation.
As Advent is here inviting us to contemplate on "Incarnation as God’s
first reconciliation", I urge you to take a closer look at what Christmas
offers us: not merely a "God with us” or a “God for us” but a “God Us
Us”.
Come to get “to know and love Jesus and follow Him in compassionate
service”.

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.

Wishing you peace, hope, joy and love,
Fr. William Rosario

Evelyn Alvarado
Larry & Judy Balbierz
Marianna Bechold
Chuck Bobinecz
Rowan Burton
Doris Cherian
Diedre Child
Cristeta Del Mundo
Bill & Anita Dennis
Jennifer DiSalvo

Kathy Dorr
Adrian D'Souza
Joyce Fellows
Pamela Ferrill
Mark & Norm Jokerst
Fr. Brian Joyce
Joseph Klaczynski
Richard Korniek
Xiomara Lezama
Dexter Maclang Nguyen

Richard Maihofer
Bob Mason
Bob Matula
Ann Narloch
Julie Sheehy
James Michael Tobin
Fr. Terry Tompkins
Maria Urrea
Jack & Sharla Vohs
Nancy Wallace

Pray for the Deceased

Thank You!
St. John Vianney Council 8207 Knights of Columbus thanks the
parish for their overwhelming generosity to programs provided
by Contra Costa County to support and mentor some
1100 citizens suffering from intellectual disabilities, combined
with community donations more than $2,000 was raised.
Jim Hart, Grand Knight Council 8207

Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs lives
and offer comfort to their families.
Frank Fernandez
Fr. Tony Herrera
Thonas Hewett
Mary Ann Korinek
Larry Ladra

Josepina Marino
Barbara Martini
Sean McMullan
Angie Mohun
Ben Zuppan

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org

Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org

Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org

Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org

Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org
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WEEKLY M EETING SCHEDULE
Monday, December 4, 2017
Rosary Group
Tuesday, December 5, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
10:00-11:00 am Contemplative Prayer
7:00-9:00 pm
Lectors of the week
7:00-8:30 pm
Middle School Faith Formation
7:30-9:00 pm
Grief Ministry
Wednesday, December 6, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
9:30-11:00 pm MOMS Prayer Group
4:00-5:00 pm
Children's Choir
6:00-7:00 pm
Handbells Music Ministry
7:00-9:00 pm
Knights of Columbus
7:00-9:00 pm
Adult Choir
Thursday, December 7, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
9:00-11:30 am Faith in Action
6:00-8:00 pm
Family Faith Formation
Friday, December 8, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
11:30-1:00 pm AA
12:00-2:00 pm Caring Hands
Saturday, December 9, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
9:30-12:00 am First Reconciliation
10:00-12:00 pm Grief Ministry
4:00-4:30 pm
Parish Reconciliation
4:30-5:00 pm
Music Ministry
Sunday, December 10, 2017
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word
9:00-10:00 am PreK & Kindergarten Faith Formation
12:00-2:00 pm Family Faith Formation
3:00-5:00 pm
Confirmation Group
3:30-4:30 pm
Choir practice - Youth
6:00-8:30 pm
HS Faith Formation
8:00- 8:25 am

WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS
Church
Church
Rectory Parlor
Office Conf.
FF Hall
Cmns Conf 3
Church
Cmns Conf 3
Church
Church
Cmns Conf 2
Church
Church
Cmns Conf 2
FF Hall
Church
FF Rms ABC
Cmns Conf 3
Church
Church
Cmns Conf 3
Church
Church
Cmns Vista
Cmns Conf 1,2,3
Cmns Vista
FF Hall
Church
FF Hall

Monday, December 4,
Tuesday, December 5
Wednesday, December 6
Thursday, December 7
Friday, December 8
Saturday, December 9
Sunday, December 10
+ denotes deceased

8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:30 am
9:00 am
11:00 am

+ Barbara Teutshel
+ Nathan Kirkham
+ Glenn Mackie
+ Maria S. Ozaeta
+ Stephen Richards
+ Sebastian Arena
+ Leonora Canlas
+ John Lemark
+ Rodolfo Torella & Christina Diaz
Kay & Jack Calloway

WEEKLY READINGS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2,3-4b,4cd-5,6-7,8-9; Mt 8:5-11
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2,7-8,12-13,17; Lk 10:21-24
Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a,3b-4,5,6; Mt 15:29-37
Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1,8-9,19-21,25-27a; Mt 7:21,24-27
GN 3:9-15,20; Ps 98:1,2-3ab,3cd-4; Eph 1:3-6,11-12;
Lk 1:26-38
Is 30:19-21,23-26; Ps 147:1-2,3-4,5-6; Mt 9:3510:1,5a,6-8
Is 40:1-5,9-11; Ps 85:9-10,11-12,13-14; 2 Pt 3:8-14;
Mk 1:1-8

Pray, always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily, Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week, lets pray for the deceased priests
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Nativity Tableau
Children ages preschool through 5th grade and their parents
are invited to help reenact the
birth of Christ in a tableau at the
3:00pm & 5:00pm Christmas Eve
Masses. There are
two mandatory rehearsals:
Tuesday, December 19th and
Thursday December 21st in the
church 4:30-5:30pm
Please contact our Director of
Music and Liturgy, tgorman@sjvianney.org or 939-7911 ext.
110 to sign up or for more information.

Yuletide Choirs
Christmas is a time to celebrate and what better way than to
join Music Ministry in helping to lead our worship. We have
several opportunities for involvement at all levels:
Special Occasion Children's Choir
For the Christmas Eve 3 pm
Mass. Rehearsal is
Wednesday, December 20, 3:305 pm.
Yuletide Youth Choir
Sixth Grade and up for the
Christmas Eve 5pm Mass.
Rehearsal is Sunday, December
17 at 3:30pm
Yuletide Adult Choir
For Christmas Eve 8 pm or 11am
Christmas Day. Rehearsals are
Wednesday evenings.
All Ages Family Choir
For 9am Christmas Day Mass.
Rehearsal is
Saturday, December 23, 10amnoon.
Sign up today! Come, bring
friends, and get ready to share
the best of who and what we are
at St. John Vianney.
Contact Tree after Masses at the
piano, email tgorman@sjvianney.org, or call 939-7911 x 110 if
you have any questions or would like to sign-up.
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Christmas Services
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 23rd: 5:30 pm (Vigil)
Sunday, December 24th: 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 24th: 3:00 pm, 5:00 pm, 8:00 pm
Christmas Day
Monday, December 25th: 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Fr. William Rosario will preside at all masses.

Celebrating Christmas at Home with St
John Vianney: Greeters, Ushers, EMEs
We are inviting you to make your plans with your Church
Family for the Christmas Feast. As with any family gathering,
there is a need to know who can help out in various capacities.
Please help us by signing up for your ministry today. EME’s
contact Peggy Casey,pegcasey@astound.net. Greeters contact
Betsy Noga, jbnoga@astound.net or signup online through our
website. Ushers, contact Tree
Gorman, tgorman@sjvianney.org or signup online through our
website.

Advent Reconciliation
First Reconciliation services are Saturday December 9 at
9:30am and 11am in the church. The parish is welcome to
attend one of these services to celebrate with the students
receiving this healing sacrament for the first time. Our Parish
Reconciliation Service is Monday, December 18, at 7pm in the
church.

Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Friday, December 8 is a holy day of obligation. We honor Mary
the mother of Jesus who was conceived without sin.
Please attend Mass in the church at 8:30am, noon, or 7:00pm.
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Could YOU be a friend to the Caring
Hands Program?
The next Caring Hands Volunteer training is coming up on January 19,
2018 in Walnut Creek! If you have just an hour or two each week to
offer friendship and occasional rides to a senior in your neighborhood,
Caring Hands would love to talk with you.
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St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
We are the servants of God, each with his or her own task We will be
judged good stewards if at His coming, He finds us ready and
conscientiously pursuing the tasks to which we have been called.
Collection on November 25 and 26, 2017

If volunteering won’t fit your schedule, you could still help the Caring
Hands Volunteer Caregivers Program if you know someone wonderful
who’d consider joining the team as a non-medical volunteer caregiver.
Enriching matches and deep relationships are created with frail or
isolated Contra Costa County seniors who treasure a friendly visit, a
walk, a social outing, or a ride to the doctor. Reading mail or providing
occasional respite care are services which make a big difference. The
program is flexible and you can volunteer in your own neighborhood if
you wish.

Plate Collections including mailed checks:

$11,404.50

Online Donations:

$ 1,220.00

Total Collection:

$12,624.50

Weekly Goal:

$19,608.00

Shortfall:

$ (6,983.50)

YTD Shortfall

$ (80,122.63)

Perhaps you’ll be that friend who gives a waiting senior hope and help
– or maybe you know just the person to do so! For an application or
more information about Caring Hands please contact Stacy Appel,
Volunteer Coordinator, at (925) 952-2999 or email
caring.hands@johnmuirhealth.com

Thanksgiving

$ 3,777.00

Refugee Family News:
Our Second Family
Our parish is sponsoring a new family from Afghanistan. In order to
make their arrival comfortable we will be collecting household items for
them. Items such as living room and bedroom furnishings, kitchen and
bath items, and linens will be accepted.
Please contact Marie Noble at mnoble@astound.net for household
items.
If you wish to purchase groceries, cleaning supplies or personal
hygiene products, please contact David or Carol Williams
(dpwcaw@gmail.com or cawdpw@gmail.com) (925) 945-6048.
Thank you for your generous support.

Eight-Week Social Justice Module offered
by SJV Adult Faith Formation:
Exploring Migration - A Faith Journey

Migration is a complex issue that is reshaping the cultural, economic
and political landscape of the planet. This new module offers the
opportunity for prayer, reading and reflection as well as discussion and
discovery related to this critical and controversial issue of our day.
This eight-week course, running Tuesday evenings, January 23, 2018
through March 13, 2018 from 7 – 9 pm, provides participants a chance
to find common ground and to discover more about themselves, their
values, our God, and the millions of people who are on the move in
every part of the world. The sessions will be held in Lower Mullen
Commons.
Registration is now open following all the masses. Registration and
questions, contact Carol Addison at (925) 935-4833 and Dick Chaffee
at (925) 932-5087. Nancy Williams at nawms@aol.com.

Fellow Parishioners,
As we prepare for the birth of our Lord, for the miracle and wonder of
God becoming one of us to bring us closer to God, we’re filled with
wonder and gratitude. May this season of giving remind us that “giving
is not God’s way of raising money; it is God’s way of raising people
into the likeness of his Son.”
We are grateful for your stewardship and the many gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure that you have shared with our St. John Vianney
community this year. Your continued support is gratefully appreciated.
We wish a Blessed Advent Season for you and your family as you
prepare for Christmas.
Thanks
Jim Jones Chair of Stewardship Leadership Committee

Laugh your way
To Heaven
Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation
towards the local swimming pool, so I gave him a glass of water
Moral of the story: Christmas is a giving time when God gave us his
only son, so give generously to God and to your neighbor.
From the desk of Ed Burkart, SJV humor ambassador

St. John Viannaney Adopt-a-Family
Thank you to all who have volunteered to adopt-a-family this holiday
season. Please remember to return your donations the weekend of
December 9th & 10th, no later than Sunday, December 10th 11:00 am

Twelve Gardens of Stewardship:
Saint of the Month - Saint Nicholas
Heroics, teleportation, bags of gold - there are few saints with as many stories as St.
Nicholas! Nicholas understood that the real value of money was in the ways it could help
people in need. His example has inspired acts of charity and generosity throughout the
centuries and still today.
Nicholas was born during the third century in the village of Patara. At the time the area was
Greek and is now on the southern coast of Turkey. His wealthy parents, who raised him to
be a devout Christian, died in an epidemic while Nicholas was still young. Obeying Jesus'
words to "sell what you own and give the money to the poor," Nicholas used his whole
inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and the suffering. He dedicated his life to serving
God and was made Bishop of Myra while still a young man. Bishop Nicholas became
known throughout the land for his generosity to those in need, his love for children, and his
concern for sailors and ships.
Under the Roman Emperor Diocletian, who ruthlessly persecuted Christians, Bishop
Nicholas suffered for his faith, was exiled and imprisoned. The prisons were so full of
bishops, priests, and deacons, there was no room for the real criminals—murderers,
thieves and robbers. After his release, Nicholas attended the Council of Nicaea in AD 325.
He died December 6, AD 343 in Myra and was buried in his cathedral church, where a
unique relic, called manna, formed in his grave. This liquid substance, said to have healing
powers, fostered the growth of devotion to Nicholas. The anniversary of his death became
a day of celebration, St. Nicholas Day, December 6th (December 19th on the Julian
calendar).
Through the centuries many stories and legends have been told of St. Nicholas' life and
deeds. These accounts help us understand his extraordinary character and why he is so
beloved and revered as protector and helper of those in need. One story tells of a poor
man with three daughters. In those days a young woman's father had to offer prospective husbands something of value—a dowry. The larger the
dowry, the better the chance that a young woman would find a good husband. Without a dowry, a woman was unlikely to marry. This poor man's
daughters, without dowries, were therefore destined to be sold into slavery. Mysteriously, on three different occasions, a bag of gold appeared in
their home-providing the needed dowries. The bags of gold, tossed through an open window, are said to have landed in stockings or shoes left
before the fire to dry. This led to the custom of children hanging stockings or putting out shoes, eagerly awaiting gifts from Saint Nicholas.
Sometimes the story is told with gold balls instead of bags of gold. That is why three gold balls, sometimes represented as oranges, are one of
the symbols for St. Nicholas. And so St. Nicholas is a gift-giver.
One of the oldest stories showing St. Nicholas as a protector of children takes place long after his death. The townspeople of Myra were
celebrating the good saint on the eve of his feast day when a band of Arab pirates from Crete came into the district. They stole treasures from the
Church of Saint Nicholas to take away as booty. As they were leaving town, they snatched a young boy, Basilios, to make into a slave. The emir,
or ruler, selected Basilios to be his personal cupbearer, as not knowing the language, Basilios would not understand what the king said to those
around him. So, for the next year Basilios waited on the king, bringing his wine in a beautiful golden cup. For Basilios' parents, devastated at the
loss of their only child, the year passed slowly, filled with grief. As the next St. Nicholas' feast day approached, Basilios' mother would not join in
the festivity, as it was now a day of tragedy. However, she was persuaded to have a simple observance at home—with quiet prayers for Basilios'
safekeeping. Meanwhile, as Basilios was fulfilling his tasks serving the emir, he was suddenly whisked up and away. St. Nicholas appeared to the
terrified boy, blessed him, and set him down at his home back in Myra. Imagine the joy and wonderment when Basilios amazingly appeared
before his parents, still holding the king's golden cup. This is the first story told of St. Nicholas protecting children—which became his primary role
in the West.
Another story tells of three theological students, traveling on their way to study in Athens. A wicked innkeeper robbed and murdered them, hiding
their remains in a large pickling tub. It so happened that Bishop Nicholas, traveling along the same route, stopped at this very inn. In the night he
dreamed of the crime, got up and summoned the innkeeper. As Nicholas prayed earnestly to God the three boys were restored to life and
wholeness. In France the story is told of three small children, wandering in their play until lost, lured, and captured by an evil butcher. St. Nicholas
appears and appeals to God to return them to life and to their families. And so St. Nicholas is the patron and protector of children.
Other stories tell of Nicholas saving his people from famine, sparing the lives of those innocently accused, and much more. He did many kind and
generous deeds in secret, expecting nothing in return. Within a century of his death he was celebrated as a saint. Today he is venerated in the
East as wonder, or miracle worker and in the West as patron of a great variety of persons; children, mariners, bankers, pawn-brokers, scholars,
orphans, laborers, travelers, merchants, judges, paupers, marriageable maidens, students, children, sailors, victims of judicial mistakes, captives,
perfumers, even thieves and murderers! He is known as the friend and protector of all in trouble or need.
Through the centuries St. Nicholas has continued to be venerated by Catholics and Orthodox and honored by Protestants. By his example of
generosity to those in need, especially children, St. Nicholas continues to be a model for the compassionate life.

