Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
October 22, 2017 The Twenty–nineth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Joe and I were talking at the Starbucks coffee shop about a ministry
he leads. The tables were close together, but I forgot that as I was
engrossed in conversation. We didn’t see the professionally dressed
woman at the table next to us, laptop open, until we noticed that she
was crying.
“God bless you!” she said emotionally when we made eye contact.
“Obviously, you’re men of faith. I’m inspired.”
“Are you eavesdropping on us?” I said jovially.
“I’m a believer myself, and I’ve been going through some hard times.”
“Do you have a church community to support you?”
“Not at the moment,” she said, wiping her eyes with a finger.
“Come to St. John Vianney Catholic Church, across from John Muir
Hospital! Easy to find and it’s very inclusive.” Sometimes, I can be
very blatant in my love for our Parish Community.
“Thank you!” she said. “I’ve been going through some rough stuff. I
just spent a week in bed weeping and crying over the loss of a
relationship.”
I found myself at a mental crossroads. I had one hour booked outside
my office for this meeting with Joe, and if I made time to listen to this
woman, I would add stress to an already overbooked day. Could I
spare the time? Not really.
But deep inside, I recognized that I couldn’t ignore her either. I pushed
our small table up to hers and scooted my chair over too. So did
Mary.
We heard about drugs, Bible classes, her counseling, and her
sessions for grief ministry. It wasn’t our place to judge, as Pope
Francis says. Joe, a retired counselor, was a great listener.

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of faith,
hope and love. We strive to foster our spiritual growth
and share the gifts God has given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney Parish,
registration forms are in the back of the church, on our
website www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish
Office. You can drop off a form in the collection
baskets in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St. John
Vianney community. Is God calling you to become a

“I need our family to be healed,” the woman said.
“Would you like us to pray with you?" I asked, knowing that time was
evaporating.
“Yes,” she said.
I reached for her hands and Joe's. Right there in the middle of the
coffee shop.
We prayed, and afterwards, she thanked us. I scooted our table back
to its original position. She was crying again. I suppose they were
tears of gratitude.
(Continued on page 2)

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm
1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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(Continued from page 1)

Joe and I finished our conversation and rose to leave. Joe hugged the
woman; I asked her former husband's and children's names and
promised to pray.
As Joe and I left, we both felt stunned. Overcome. Profoundly aware
that we had just experienced a sacred moment in an unexpected place.
What is my call each and every day? Am I not called to find God even in
places unexpected? How can I live truly, deeply present to the
immediate moment and ignore a woman crying at the table next to me?
With prayers and blessings,
Fr. William Rosario

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
The bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship reminds us, “Jesus
not only calls people to him but also forms them and sends
them out in his service. Being sent on a mission is a
consequence of being a disciple.”

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.”
~1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Our Church’s Financial Health
The table below shows the financial status of plate and unrestricted
income collections with the offsetting General & Administrative Expenses through September business, normalized for the year. Collections continue to be lower than budgeted. Projects planned plus normal operating expenses for the remainder of the year may cause expenses to reach budgeted levels. This out-of-balance projection will
cause the parish to reach into savings before year end.
In view of potential budget shortcoming for the year your Holiday offering will be critical to the parish closing the gap to budget. Your consideration for generous giving over Christmas is appreciated.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact our parish office
or any one of the Parish Finance Council Members.
YTD FINANCIAL REPORT THRU SEPTEMBER

Revenue

YTD
Summary
$ 864,944

YTD
Budget 1
$ 985,275

$ (120,331)

Expense

$

969,045

$ 1,081,380

$ (112,335)

Net

$

(104,101)

$

$

Class

1

(96,105)

Difference

7,996

Includes 2017 Christmas Budget $130,000 - Amortized

As our Alpha program completes a day of retreat,
searching, and discovering, we ask you to hold those
participating in the program in your prayers.

Scripture Reflection
Today’s readings continue our reflection on who God is and
what God expects of us. In the Judeo-Christian tradition, this
understanding gradually evolved among alternate views. We
face similar challenges today. How does our faith relate to other
important commitments we have, such as law, politics, etc. And
who is this God in whom we believe? Jesus confronted these
questions, and his answer is unambiguous and risky. How do
we answer the questions in our own lives?

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org

Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) lrogers@sjvianney.org

Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org

Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org

Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org
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WEEKLY M EETING SCHEDULE
Monday, October 23, 2017
8:00- 8:25 am Rosary Group
9:30-11:30 am Yoga
7:00-8:00 pm
Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition
Tuesday, October 24, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
9:00-10:00 am Stewardship Committee
10:00-11:00 am Contemplative Prayer
6:00-10:00 pm Compassionate Friends
7:00-9:00 pm
Middle School Halloween Party
7:00-9:00 pm
Lectors of the week
7:30-9:00 pm
Grief Ministry
Wednesday, October 25, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
4:00-5:00 pm
Choir practice - Children's
7:00-9:00 pm
Alpha
7:30-9:00 pm
Choir practice - Adult
Thursday, October 26, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
Friday, October 27, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
11:30-1:00 pm AA
11:30-2:30 pm Senior Social
Saturday, October 28, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
4:00-4:30 pm
Parish Reconciliation
4:30-5:00 pm
Music Ministry
Sunday, October 29, 2017
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word
9:00-10:00 am PreK & Kindergarten FF
3:00-5:00 pm
Confirmation Group
3:30-4:30 pm
Choir practice - Youth
6:00-8:30 pm
HS Faith Formation

WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS

Church
Cmns Vista
Cmns Library
Church
Office Conf.
Rectory Parlor
Cmns Library
FF Hall
Office Conf.
Cmns Library
Church
Church
Cmns Vista
Church

Monday, October 23
Tuesday, October 24
Wednesday, October 25
Thursday, October 26
Friday, October 27
Saturday, October 28
Sunday, October 29

+ denotes deceased

8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm

+ Margaret Harvanko
+ Walter Doyle Jr.
+ Gordon Rogers
+ Don Meneghetti
+ Pastora Ramirez
+ Danny Gamab
Dellie Malcewicz

7:30 am

+ Jenifer McManus
+ Melisa MercadoMansapit
+ Marie Emanuel

9:00 am
5:00 pm

WEEKLY READINGS
Monday:

Rom 4:20-25; Lk 1:69-70,71-71,73-75; Lk 12:13-21

Tuesday:

Rom 5:12,15b,17-19,20b-21; Ps 40:7-8a,8b-9,10,17;
Lk 12:35-38

Wednesday Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-3,4-6,7-8; Lk 12:39-48
Church
Church
FF Rms ABC
Cmns Vista
Church
Church
Church

Thursday:

Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-2,3,4,6; Lk 12:49-53

Friday:

Rom 7:18-25a, Ps 119:66,68,76,77,93,94: Lk 12:5459

Saturday:

Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-3,4-5; Lk 6:12-16

Sunday:

Ex 22:20-26; Ps 18:2-3,3-4,47,51(2); 1 Thes 1:5c-10;
Mt 22:34-40

Cmns Vista
Comns Conf 1,2,3
FF Hall
Church
FF Hall

Pray, always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily, Mon-Sat 8am

Contemplative Prayer
Parish Parlor, every Tuesday from 10:00 – 11:00 am
A contemplative is one who has chosen the “inner way” as her/his journey into a fuller life. It is a quest for praying and
living from the heart. At St. John Vianney, our contemplative practice consists of centering prayer and lectio divina.
Centering prayer is a silent, receptive consent to God's presence and action within us. Father Keating, a Benedictine
monk, says, “Centering prayer is resting in God beyond words, emotions and thoughts like two friends sitting in silence, just being in each other's
presence.”
Lectio divina is a contemplative way to read short passages of sacred text and discover its deeper meaning. Our desire is to have a word come
alive in us and to learn to respond to life with the “mind of Christ.”
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Pray for the Deceased

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.
Evelyn Alvarado
Joyce Fellows
Bob Matula
Larry & Judy Balbierz Pamela Ferrill
Ann Narloch
Marianna Bechold Michael Galotola
Mary Schaub
Chuck Bobinecz
Mark & Norm Jokerst Karen Thiess
Doris Cherian
Fr. Brian Joyce
Maria Urrea
Daniel Cruz
Joseph Klaczynski
Jack & Sharla Vohs
Bill & Anita Dennis Dexter Maclang Nguyen Sandy Valente
Jennifer DiSalvo

Richard Maihofer

Bob Dixon

Bob Mason

Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs
lives and offer comfort to their families.
Dale Escobar

Stephanie Rivers

Bob Pogue

Ben Zuppan

Lupe Morrell

Nancy Wallace
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MOMS MINISTRY FALL
SERIES:
Join us as we explore
Sacred Marriage, by Gary
Thomas, to draw us closer
to our Lord and in turn, to
help
create
greater
closeness
between
husband and wife. Gain insight from practical
ideas to enrich and deepen our relationships by
nourishing our spirits first. Feel free to join the
discussion even if you have not done the reading.
Children are always welcome. Bring a friend!
We meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month
from 9:30-11am in the Lower Commons. Dates:
Nov 1, 15, Dec 6. Sign up at www.sjvianney.org or
by calling the Parish Office at 925-939-7911. For
more information contact:
sjvmomsministry@gmail.com.

SENIOR SOCIAL:
The October Senior Social is scheduled for October 27th, 11:30 – 2:30 pm
in Mullen Commons. Come hang out, socialize, and meet new people.
This is also a great opportunity to renew and invigorate old friendships.
Singles, widows, widowers, divorced, separated, and couples are all
welcome. The cost is $5 and includes lunch. You can sign up at
www.SJVianney.org or by calling the office at 925-939-7911. Also, mark
your calendars for the Holiday Senior Social scheduled for November 17.

SENIOR BOOK CLUB:
The Senior Social sponsors a Senior Book Club that meets
for an hour after lunch at each social. To join you just read
the book of the month and show up. The books for October
is - “The Language of Flowers“ by Vanessa Diffenbaugh.

Saint John Vianney Adopt-a-Family
Would you like to help children and families in need at Christmas? Then
the SJV Adopt-a-Family program invites you to join them this holiday
season. Families are from our Sister Parish, St. Elizabeth in Oakland. We
ask that you purchase clothing, shoes, a jacket and a toy for each child guaranteed to create smiles and happy hearts for them and for you.
Sign-ups will be at all Masses October 14/15 and October 21/22. Thank
you for making this a wonderful Christmas tradition at St. John Vianney
Church.
For questions please contact Marie Walton- mwalton@sjvianney.org.
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St. Vincent de Paul
Fifth Sunday Collection
Fundraiser for People with
Intellectual Disabilities
The Annual State-wide Fund Raising Drive for People with
Intellectual Disabilities will be confucted by the Knights of
Columbus Saturday & Sunday, November 4th & 5th.
3 out of every 10 people in the US have some form of intellectual
disability, and there are over 1,000 people in our county alone.
Those with want to be just like us, to play sports and live normal
lives. The funds you donate support programs in our own
community that make a difference such as the St. Bernard Parish
Special Education Program and Special Olympics.
The Knights will be outside after Mass to accept your donation to
support these people. Look for those bright yellow designer
aprons.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Forced From Home

What is it like to walk in someone else's shoes?
Doctors Without Borders presents Forced From Home, a free
interactive tour that takes you behind the headlines about the
global refugee crisis. Guided by experienced Doctors Without
Borders aid workers, you’ll travel through a 10,000-square-foot
space designed to convey the challenges facing a person forced
to flee. You’ll also learn about the humanitarian aid we provide
along the way.
Visitors experience virtual reality and 360˚ video, and interact
with materials gathered from refugee camps, sea rescue
missions, and emergency medical projects around the world.
Forced From Home tours are free, fully accessible, and take
roughly one hour to complete. Families are welcome, however
the content is best suited to children ages 12+.
Location: Lake Merritt Amphitheater, located between 12th
Street and 1st Avenue in Oakland.
Dates: Monday, Oct. 30 - Sunday, Nov. 5, 2017 9am - 5pm
To learn more about the exhibit: http://
www.forcedfromhome.com/locations/lake-merritt/
If you'd like to experience this unique exhibit with fellow

October 30 - November 5

T

he weekend of Oct. 28-29 will be

the fifth Sunday collection for our St.
Vincent de Paul work here at St. John
Vianney. As you know, this is one of
the primary ways that each of us in
our parish can reach out to those in
need within our community in a very
concrete and personal way. Your
donations enable us to provide food,
gas, rent & utility assistance, clothing
and furniture to families in the Walnut
Creek/Concord area.
In particular, this collection will help provide the
additional funding needed for our Christmas program, which
provides gifts, books, and food for 75 families. Please be
generous in contributing so that we can carry on the work of the
Lord: “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40).
And if you have a heart for reaching out to those in
need, we invite you to consider joining this ministry. Please
contact Mark MacMahon at mjmacmahon@hotmail.com for
more information. Thank you!

Family Friendly Spooky Carnival
Presented by the HS Youth Group
On Sunday, October 29th, the High
School Faith Formation will be putting
on a Spooky Carnival filled with
hauntingly fun activities for all ages. All
are invited to attend the 11:00 am Mass
in costume and join in the festivities
following in our Faith Formation
Building. Hope to see you all there!

All Souls Day Photos
Please bring, to the Church vestibule, photos of your deceased love
ones, that have died within the last
year. We will be collecting photos
beginning the weekend of Saturday,
October 28th & Sunday the 29th. We
will have a table setup for you to place
your photos. Please have your contact
information on the back of the photo to
ensure you get your photos back. We do not keep photos from year to
year. Environment will be taking down the Altar the weekend of
December 2nd and you may retrieve your photos then.

Leading Parishioners to Live as
Disciples and Stewards Who Evangelize
I have been greatly influenced by the wisdom of Bishop Sylvester Ryan, bishop emeritus of
Monterey, California, who often reminds us that stewardship and evangelization are two sides of
the same coin. That coin is discipleship. Forming people who are aware of their call to grow as
disciples is a dynamic and life-giving process. It can also be challenging, as is the call itself.
Jesus’ way is one that places demands upon us, and yet, as the United States bishops’ pastoral
letter on stewardship notes, it is also a way of joy and a life filled with meaning. Let us briefly
explore these three interrelated calls:

Discipleship: While we are drawn into Christ’s Body through the waters of baptism, many of
us grow into a living relationship with Christ over many years. Once that relationship has been
ignited, or re-ignited, people’s lives are shaped by their faith and desire to grow in love of God
and all that we believe as Christians. This process of ongoing conversion takes place within the
community of faith. As leaders, we have the opportunity to create an environment in which those
who are already on the journey of discipleship recognize their call to reach out to others, building
bridges to living faith.

Stewardship: We are Christian stewards because we are followers of Jesus Christ. As the
bishops’ pastoral indicates clearly, “Stewardship is an expression of discipleship with the power
to change how we understand and live out our lives.” Through our lives as stewards, we
embrace Christ’s self-giving, sacrificial way of life.

Evangelization: When we are in love, we cannot help but share that love with others. That
is the essence of evangelization. We share the love of God as good stewards of our faith, and
our sharing has the potential to draw others into a new or deeper relationship with God in Jesus
Christ, as disciples and stewards.
Keeping this interrelationship in mind as we develop stewardship processes and initiatives helps
us lead the people we serve to a joy-filled, meaningful way of life.
by Leisa Anslinger, author and co-founder of Catholic Strengths and Engagement Community (CSEC)

Stewardship in the Gospel
In today’s Gospel we hear proclaimed a profound teaching by Jesus on stewardship. What
belongs to Caesar? What belongs to God? Christian stewards recognize that everything they
have belongs to God. God created them, and God has claims on every part of their existence.
They also realize that the sovereign is an institution whose nature and purpose is to promote the
common good and protect the welfare of its citizenry. As long as it accomplishes this mission
while treating every single person with deep respect, justice and compassion, it merits the
steward’s support and cooperation. Christian stewards know what belongs to the Lord, and they
are better citizens when they live their lives according to his Gospel.

