Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
September 24, 2017 The Twenty–fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pastor’s Column
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Ever since our dear Fr. Luke was reassigned
to St. Theresa’s Parish in Oakland in May, a good number of
you have been expressing your care for my wellbeing and have
been enquiring, from time to time, if a new Associate Pastor will
be assigned to us. While I thank you whole-heartedly for your
expressions of love and support for my good health and wellbeing, I’d like to point out that our community has been blessed
with many who have stepped up to fill many roles which were in
need.
The Diocese has appointed a full-time Chaplin, Fr. John Blaker
to minister to the sick in John Muir, Walnut Creek. With a
commitment from Deacon Herb and Joe Noga, the ministry to
the homebound and those in Assisted Living Facilities is being
carried out in an organized and systematic way. Jerry and
Debbie Mellin & Mike and Margaret Teeter of the Family Life
Ministry that came to be this year, walk with those who prepare
for their wedding. And occasionally, I do have some visiting
priests assisting us with a mass or two.
While I’m glad and grateful that I have the help and assistance
that I need both from within and without the parish, I’d like to let
you know that I take care of my health and wellbeing. Thank you
for your valuable and prayerful support.
On another note, I’d like to invite you to pray for me as I go on
my retreat from Saturday 9/23 to 9/30. I look forward to these
days of seclusion and solitude, and hope to come back more
renewed and rejuvenated to serve you better. You’ll be on my
mind and in my prayers.
Let me take this opportunity to thank you for all the cooperation
extended to me in my ministry for you here at St. John Vianney
and with you for our neighborhood over the past three years.
Perhaps you have ideas, input or concerns regarding our parish.
I invite you to contact me so we can sit down, discuss and find
the best way forward to help grow our community.
It’s our Parish, and together we can accomplish much for the
glory of God and the salvation of souls.
With prayers, wishes and blessings!
Fr. William Rosario

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of faith,
hope and love. We strive to foster our spiritual growth
and share the gifts God has given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney Parish,
registration forms are in the back of the church, on our
website www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish
Office. You can drop off a form in the collection baskets
in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St. John
Vianney community. Is God calling you to become a

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm
Scan here to register in the parish
1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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Gospel Reflection:
A Generous God

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving
In today’s Gospel, the vineyard owner says, “I am free to do as
I please with my money, am I not?” We are likewise free. Is a
generous return to the Lord in thanksgiving for His many
blessings among the choices we have made?

The parable in today’s Gospel identifies a very strong human
tendency to believe that everyone should get what they deserve.
If we achieve more than others, we deserve to receive more:
more money, more privilege, more honor. And so we anticipate
that God will reward more liberally those who have done more for Collection on September 16 & 17, 2017
God.
Jesus says that God does things differently. The full day’s wage in
the story is like the gift of forgiveness and salvation, shared
equally and abundantly with all. The full-day laborers complained
that “you have made them equal to us, who bore the day’s
burden.” They resented not being placed higher than the others,
refusing to accept them as equals. Jesus is saying that, among
God’s people, there is no such pecking order. Regardless of
background or achievements, we can accept everyone as
brothers and sisters, and rejoive in God’s generosity to everyone.
In today’s parable, had the laborers who worked all day been paid
first, they likely never would have known that the late-starters had
been paid the same wage, and would not have become jealous.
In the way the story is told, though, both the justive and the mercy
of God are revealed. The landowner gave a just wage to those
who worked all day, and he was generously merciful to those who
worked less.
When Jesus says that “the last will be first and the first will be
last,” he points to the kingdome of God. This is a kingdom where
oppression is ended and divisions between people are healed.
God brings justice and mercy to a world that sorely needs them.
In the book of Revelation, Jesus is called “the first and the last”,
the Alpha and Omega. In Jesus, the first and the last are brought
together to heal God’s world. When we work for justice and show
merce, we join in Jesus’ healing ministry.

Plate Collections including mailed checks:

$13,424.50

Online Donations:

$ 3,890.00

Total Collection:

$17,314.50

Weekly Goal:

$19,608.00

(Shortfall):

$ (2,293.50)

YTD Shortfall

$ (56,674.83)

InternaƟonal Prayer DevoƟon
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary
Friday, October 6th, 2017
7:00 pm
First Friday Rosary will also be said
following the 8:30 am mass

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org

Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) w lrogers@sjvianney.org

Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org

Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org

Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org
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WEEKLY M EETING SCHEDULE
Monday, September 25, 2017
8:00- 8:25 am Rosary Group
9:30-11:30 am Yoga
7:30-9:30 pm
Grief Ministry
Tuesday, September 26, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
10:00-11:00 am Contemplative Prayer
6:00-10:00 pm Compassionate Friends
7:00-9:00 pm
Catechist Meeting - Middle School
7:00-9:00 pm
Lectors of the week
7:30-9:00 pm
Grief Ministry
Wednesday, September 27, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
4:00-5:00 pm
Choir practice - Children's
7:00-9:00 pm
Alpha
7:30-9:00 pm
Choir practice - Adult
Thursday, September 28, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
Friday, September 29, 2017

WEEKLY M ASS I NTENTIONS
Church
Commons Vista
Cmns Conf 3
Church
Rectory Parlor
Commons Library
FF Hall
Office Conf.
Commons Vista
Church
Church
Commons Vista
Church

September 25, 2017
September 26, 2017
September 27, 2017
September 28, 2017
September 29, 2017
September 30, 2017
October 1, 2017
+ denotes deceased

8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:30 am
11:00 am
5:00 pm

+ Dennis Drinkwater
+ Louis Sandor Sr.
+ Liong Ack Thung
+ Glenn Mackie
+ Jose V. Cordero
+ Jess Smith
+ Regina Sandor
+ Jenifer McManus Huismann
+ Richard Sorensen
+ Bill Stauch

2018 Mass Intention Book
The Mass Intention Book for 2018 is now open. Please make
your requests in person at the Parish Office between 9am and
Noon and 1pm and 4:30pm.

Church

WEEKLY READINGS

8:00-8:25 am

Rosary Group

Church

11:30-1:00 pm

AA

FF Rms ABC

Monday:
Tuesday:

Saturday, September 30, 2017
8:00-8:25 am

Rosary Group

Church

9:30-10:30 am

Liturgical Bereavement Training

Church

Ez I:1-6; Ps 126:1b-2ab,2cd-3,4-5,6; Lk
8:16-18
Ez 6:7-8,12b,14-20; Ps 122:1-2.3-4ab,4cd5; Lk 8:19-21
Ez 9:5-9; Tobit 13:2,3-4a,4befghn,7-8; Lk
9:1-6

10:00-12:00 pm FISHES Retreat

FF Hall

Wednesday

10:30-11:30 am Usher Training

Church

4:00-4:30 pm
4:30-5:00 pm

Church
Church

Thursday:

Hg 1:1-8; Ps149:1b-2,3-4,5-6a,9b; Lk 9:7-9

Friday:

Dn 7:9-10,13-14 or Rv 12:7-12ab; Ps 138:1
-2ab,2cde-3,4-5; Jn 1:47-51

Parish Reconciliation
Music Ministry
Sunday, October 1, 2017
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word
9:00 am
Rite of Entrance - 1st Eucharist
9:00-10:00 am PreK & Kindergarten Faith Formation
10:00-11:00 am Rite of Entrance Gathering
12:00-2:00 pm Family Faith Formation
3:00-5:00 pm
Confirmation
3:30-4:30 pm
Choir practice - Youth
5:00 pm
Rite of Entrance - Confirmation
6:30-8:30 pm
HS Faith Formation - BBQ

Pray, always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily, Mon-Sat 8am
in the Church before Mass.
This week, lets pray for the daily rosary
group.

Commons Vista Saturday:
Church
Comns Conf 1,2,3 Sunday:
Commons Vista
Commons Vista
FF Hall
Church
Church
FF Hall

Zec 2:5-9,14-15a; Jeremiah 31:10,1112ab,13; Lk 9:43b-45
Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-5,6-7,8-9(6A); Phil
2:1-11 or 2:1-5; Mt 21:28-32

Eucharistic Adoration

You are invited to spend some
personal time in silent prayer with
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament every
first Saturday of the month. It is a good
time to reflect on how much God loves
us. The next scheduled Eucharistic
Adoration will be Saturday, October 7. It is held in Mullen
Commons Library after the 8:30 Mass until 3:30 pm.

You are invited to join the Eucharistic Adoration Ministry. For
details please contact Andy Leven (925-933-9241) or Ron
Courtney (925-933-1695)
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Pray for the Deceased

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and
faith in the comforting presence of the Lord.
Marianna Bechold
Chuck Bobinecz
Doris Cherian
Daniel Cruz
Bill Dennis
Joyce Fellows
Margaret Glueck

Joseph Klaczynski
Philippe Sorenson
Bob Mason
Karen Thiess
Bob Matula
Michele Thompson
Ann Narloch
Maria Urrea
Dexter Maclang Nguyen Jack & Sharla Vohs
Orlando Martinez
Nancy Wallace
Mike Pollard

Let us remember those from our parish family who have died
recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for theirs
lives and offer comfort to their families.
Bob Beaton

Lupe Morrell

Faustina Mazzetti Tadeusz Walerowski
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MOMS MINISTRY FALL SERIES:
Join us as we explore Sacred Marriage, by Gary Thomas, to draw us closer to our Lord and in turn, to help
create greater closeness between husband and wife. Gain insight from practical ideas to enrich and
deepen our relationships by nourishing our spirits first. Feel free to join the discussion even if you have not
done the reading.
Children are always welcome. Bring a friend!
We meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 9:30-11am in the Lower Commons. Dates: Oct 4,
18, Nov 1, 15, Dec 6. Sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the Parish Office at 925-939-7911. For
more information contact: sjvmomsministry@gmail.com.

SENIOR SOCIAL:
The October Senior Social is scheduled for October 27th, 11:30 – 2:30 pm in Mullen Commons. Come hang out, socialize,
and meet new people. This is also a great opportunity to renew and invigorate old friendships. Singles, widows, widowers, divorced,
separated, and couples are all welcome. The cost is $5 and includes lunch. You can sign up at www.SJVianney.org or by calling
the office at 925-939-7911. Also, mark your calendars for the Holiday Senior Social scheduled for November 17.

SENIOR BOOK CLUB:
The Senior Social sponsors a Senior Book Club that meets for an hour after lunch at each social. To join you just
read the book of the month and show up. The books for the next two months are: September - “The Tea Girl of
Hummingbird Lane” by Lisa See; October - “The Language of Flowers“ by Vanessa Diffenbaugh.
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It’s Time for our Annual Winter Nights
Rolling Duffle Bag Drive!
The Contra Costa Interfaith Council (CCIC) Winter Nights
program begins its season in October. Homeless families with
children will be given shelter in churches and temples
throughout Contra Costa. SJV will house the families later this
year. (Information about sheltering the families will be
announced separately.)
The families have unique needs because they move to a
different “hosting congregation” every two weeks. For many
years our parish has collected and donated rolling duffle bags
for the families. In addition, the Winter Nights shelter program
has a “Wish List” of items that would help ease the challenges
faced by the families. Donations of the following will support
items needed at this time:
Rolling suitcases/duffle bags (no
backpacks and no hard-sided
luggage, please)
Target and Walmart gift cards
Gas cards
SJV will collect these items at
Masses on the weekend
of October 14-15. If you have any questions please contact
Gina Drakes at 925-831-3993 or at quackers@pacbell.net.

Alpha Continues
Alpha is an opportunity to explore life and the Christian faith in
a friendly, open and informal environment. No pressure. No
follow up. No charge. Alpha runs in churches, coffee bars,
shops and homes all over the world.
St. John Vianney has begun
running the Alpha course
Wednesday evenings and will
continue through November 15.
The sessions will be held in
Mullen Commons (behind the church) and will begin with a free
dinner at 7 pm. The sessions should last until 9 pm. Please feel
free to join us for any or all of the sessions.
If you’ve found your curiosity is piqued, please drop in any
Wednesday evening.
Questions, contact Liz Rogers, lrogers@sjvianney.org or call
(925) 939-7911 ext. 125

Saturday,
October 7th,
10am in the
Church
Courtyard

Thank you for your generosity to these families in need!

Photography Ministry
Did you know that we have volunteer photographers for parish
events? A volunteer also puts the photos on a DVD to show at
parish gatherings to highlight an event or ministry.

Faith Formation registration for the 2017-2018 academic year
continues….

Please look at the photo gallery on the parish website photo
gallery for examples of photo albums most recently from the
Ministry Faire. www.sjvianney.org/news/photo-videogalleryevent. Please contact the parish office,
staff@sjvianney.org at least two weeks in advance of an event
to see if a photographer is available.

You may come by the office or register online via our parish
website www.sjvianney.org.
Reconciliation/First Eucharist your first gathering is this Sunday, September 17 following the 11 am Mass in Mullen Commons. Confirmation classes also begin this Sunday, September 17 at 3 pm in the Faith Formation all. All other classes
begin in October.
Questions and concerns about Faith Formation registration
should be directed to the Faith Formation Office:
Karalee Keefer at kkeefer@sjvianney.org
(925) 939-7911 ext. 124.
Blessings,
Faith Formation Team

To Be a Christian Steward

A Summary of the U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Stewardship
"As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God's varied
grace" (1 Pt 4:10).
What identifies a steward? Safeguarding material and human resources and using them
responsibly are one answer; so is generous giving of time, talent, and treasure. But being a
Christian steward means more. As Christian stewards, we receive God's gifts gratefully,
cultivate them responsibly, share them lovingly in justice with others, and return them with
increase to the Lord.
Disciples as Stewards
Let us begin with being a disciple—a follower of our Lord Jesus Christ. As members of the
Church, Jesus calls us to be disciples. This has astonishing implications:
-Mature disciples make a conscious decision to follow Jesus, no matter what the cost.
-Christian disciples experience conversion—lifeshaping changes of mind and heart—and
commit their very selves to the Lord.
-Christian stewards respond in a particular way to the call to be a disciple. Stewardship has the
power to shape and mold our understanding of our lives
and the way in which we live.
Jesus' disciples and Christian stewards recognize God as the origin of life, giver of freedom,
and source of all things. We are grateful for the gifts we have received and are eager to use
them to show our love for God and for one another. We look to the life and teaching of Jesus for
guidance in living as Christian stewards.
Stewards of Creation
The Bible contains a profound message about the stewardship of material creation: God created
the world, but entrusts it to human beings. Caring for and cultivating the world involves the
following:
-Joyful appreciation for the God-given beauty and wonder of nature;
-Protection and preservation of the environment, which would be the stewardship of ecological
concern;
-Respect for human life—shielding life from threat and assault, doing everything that can be
done to enhance this gift and make life flourish; and
-Development of this world through noble human effort—physical labor, the trades and
professions, the arts and sciences. We call such effort "work." Work is a fulfilling human
vocation.
The Second Vatican Council points out that, through work, we build up not only our world but
the Kingdom of God, already present among us. Work is a partnership with God—our share in a
divine human collaboration in creation. It occupies a central place in our lives as Christian
stewards.
Stewards of Vocation
Jesus calls us, as his disciples, to a new way of life—the Christian way of life—of which
stewardship is part. But Jesus does not call us as nameless people in a faceless crowd. He
calls us individually, by name. Each one of us—clergy, religious, lay person; married, single;
adult, child—has a personal vocation. God intends each one of us to play a unique role in
carrying out the divine plan. The challenge, then, is to understand our role—our vocation—and
to respond generously to this call from God. Christian vocation entails the practice of
stewardship. In addition, Christ calls each of us to be stewards of our personal vocations, which
we receive from God. -to be continued next week

