Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
To know and love Jesus
and follow Christ in compassionate service.
September 17, 2017 The Twenty–fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pastor’s Column
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
“Faith without good works is dead”. Many of
us may be familiar with this verse from St. James (Jas 2:17).
Putting our faith into practice necessarily means that we care for
those around us. Jesus tells us that we must minister to our
sisters and brothers; “Whatsoever you do to the least of my
brothers that you do unto me” (Mt 25:40). We minister to those
in need and we find that everyone is in need in some way: some
are hungry, some need shelter, some need education and some
people just need someone to talk to.
While we cannot meet every need, we can and must do what we
can to alleviate the need. Often, we can sort out what we do for
our sisters and brothers into three different categories: time,
talent and treasure.
Our Parish Community gives in each of these areas in many
ways. One of the many good works that our Parish engages in
is School Supply Drive. Parishioners donated School Supplies
that were collected in 13 boxes and delivered to the school
children in St. Elizabeth’s – our sister concern. This is a worthy
cause that makes a huge difference in the lives of these children
and their families. It helps to take some financial burden off the
families of these children, and provides us too with a venue to
exercise our need to give. An initiative that leaves both the giver
and the receiver blessed.
Our sincere thanks and appreciation to Betty Courtney and
Tricia Radding for overseeing and facilitating this work of
charity. Thanks to their love and concern this ministry, has been
successful in bringing considerable relief to the families of the
beneficiary children. May God bless Betty Courtney and Tricia
Radding for their commitment to this ministry, and Betty
Messman and Marie Walton for facilitating their supportive role
over the years.
It’s easy to be a community of “go-getters”; it takes generosity to
become a community of “go-givers”. Thanks to all who
contributed to this ministry. May God who’s never outdone in
generosity bless you abundantly.
With prayers, wishes and blessings,

WELCOME
Saint John Vianney Parish is a community of faith,
hope and love. We strive to foster our spiritual growth
and share the gifts God has given to us all.
You are invited to join Saint John Vianney Parish,
registration forms are in the back of the church, on our
website www.sjvianney.org or stop by the Parish
Office. You can drop off a form in the collection baskets
in church.
You are invited to share your gifts with our St. John
Vianney community. Is God calling you to become a

Mass Schedule
Mon.–Saturday: 8:30am
Sat. Evening: 5:00pm
Sun: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00, 5:00pm
Holy days 8:30 am, Noon, 7:00pm
Reconciliation : Saturdays 4– 4:30 pm
Scan here to register in the parish

Fr. William Rosario
1650 Ygnacio Valley Road Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(925) 939-7911
www.sjvianney.org
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Gospel Reflection

St. John Vianney Intentional Giving

In today’s Gospel, Jesus calls his followers to forgive “seventyseven” times. In other words, stop keeping track when forgiving
others. But when we are hurt, this is really hard to do. In fact, to
protect ourselves from further hurt, we might be inclined to do the
opposite, and lash out. Jesus Teaches the futility of this approach.
Jesus’ parable of the unforgiving servant reminds us that in the
course of our lives we have harmed others, and so distances
ourselves from God. We have also been harmed by others. Like
the servant, we sometimes owe a debt, and sometimes others
owe a debt to us. Here we are invited to stop the cycle of pain
with the grace of mercy. We are called to imitate our God, who
forgives wholeheartedly.

Stewardship is not optional! “None of us lives as his own
master and none of us died as his own master,” says St. Paul.
“While we live, we are responsible to the Lord, and when we
die, we die as His servants.”

It is also tempting to view the teaching on forgiveness in isolation.
This would suggest that the burden is placed entirely upon the
offended person to go on forgiving, without mentioning any
accountability on the part of the offending person. This
interpretation can often be dangerous. The call to forgive should
never be used as a cover for bullying or oppressive relationship of
any kind. It is helpful to consider all of chapter 18 in Matthew’s
Gospel, which teaches about forgiveness and reconciliation, and
the exercise of authority in the Christian community. Last week’s
Gospel (Mt 18:15-18) provides guidance on how Christians can
call to accountability someone who has hurt others, to protect the
weak, and to seek reconciliation as a community. The parable we
hear today reminds us that, like the master who protected the
second servant from the cruelty of the unforgiving servant, God
seeks to guard the most vulnerable from harm. The Gospel of
Matthew presented an alternative to the violence-based order of
his day. Matthew described Jesus’ vision of community, in which
power is used at the service of all and the vulnerable are
protected and cherished.

Financial Update
The table below shows the financial status of plate collections
with the corresponding General & Administrative Expenses
through August business, normalized for the year. Plate
collections have been lower than expected. Projects planned
plus normal operating expenses for the remainder of the year
will cause expenses to reach budgeted levels. This out-ofbalance projection may cause the parish to reach into savings
before year end.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact our parish
office or any one of the Parish Finance Council Members.
YTD FINANCIAL REPORT THRU AUGUST
YTD
Summary

Class

YTD
Budget 1

Difference

Revenue

$

792,518

$ 875,800

$ (83,282)

Expense

$

874,412

$ 961,227

$ (86,814)

Net

$

(81,894)

$ (85,427)

$ (3,533)

1

Includes 2017 Christmas Budget $130,000 - Amortized

Parish Office & Staff Contact Information
Parish & Faith Formation Office: Monday– Friday. 8:30am - 4:30pm Closed 12:00pm -1:00pm
Phone: (925) 939-7911 Fax: (925) 939-0450
Pastor:
Rev. William Rosario (Ext. 105) frwilliam@sjvianney.org

Deacon:
Herb Casey (Ext. 0) staff@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Administration:
Debbie Mellin (Ext. 103) dmellin@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Parish Faith Formation:
Liz Rogers (Ext. 125) w lrogers@sjvianney.org

Secretary:
(Ext. 100/101) staff@sjvianney.org
Karalee Keefer kkeefer@sjvianney.org
Maryanne Richards mrichards@sjvianney.org

Pastoral Associate for Young Family Faith Formation:
Marie Walton (Ext. 106) mwalton@sjvianney.org

Director of Communications and Community Relations:
Charlene Abellana (Ext. 107) charlene@sjvianney.org

Director of Youth Ministry:
Christian Vargas (Ext. 108) cvargas@sjvianney.org
Director of Music and Liturgy:
Therese Gorman (Ext. 110) tgorman@sjvianney.org
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2018 Mass Intention Book
The Mass Intention Book for 2018 is now open.
Please make your requests in person at the
Parish Office between 9am and Noon and 1pm
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Monday, September 18, 2017
Tuesday, September 19, 2017
Wednesday, September 20, 2017
Thursday, September 21, 2017
Friday, September 22, 2017
Saturday, September 23, 2017

8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:30 am
9:00 am
11:00 am

Sunday, September 24, 2017
+ Denotes Deceased
WEEKLY M EETING SCHEDULE
Monday, September 18, 2017
8:00- 8:25 am
Rosary Group
9:30-11:30 am
Yoga
7:00-9:00 pm
POWR
Tuesday, September 19, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
10:00-11:00 am Contemplative Prayer
2:00-3:00 pm
Pastoral Care Ministry
7:00-9:00 pm
Catechist Meeting - Middle School
7:00-9:00 pm
Lectors of the week
7:30-9:00 pm
Divorced/Separated
Wednesday, September 20, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
9:30-11:00 am
MOMS Prayer Group
4:00-5:00 pm
Choir practice - Children's
5:15-6:45 pm
Liturgy Committee
7:00-9:00 pm
Alpha
7:30-9:00 pm
Choir practice - Adult
Thursday, September 21, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
Friday, September 22, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
11:30-1:00 pm
AA
11:30-2:30 pm
Senior Social
Saturday, September 23, 2017
8:00-8:25 am
Rosary Group
4:00-4:30 pm
Parish Reconciliation
4:30-5:00 pm
Music Ministry
Sunday, September 24, 2017
9:00 & 11:00 am Children's Lit. of the Word
3:30-4:30 pm
Choir practice - Youth

Mila Guinto
+ Guillermo Ramirez
+ Ernie Ibarolle
+ Joe & June RaƩo
+ Jacqueline Muir
+ Isidoro Sanchez
+ Catherine Harƞord
+ Angelo Dimech
Kyle Vizanko
+ Charlie Tumeltry

WEEKLY READINGS
Church
Commons Vista
Cmns Conf 3
Church
Rectory Parlor
Cmns Conf 1
FF Hall
Office Conf.
Commons Library
Church
Cmns Conf 3
Church
Cmns Conf 3
Commons Vista
Church
Church
Church
FF Rms ABC
Commons Vista
Church
Church
Church
Commons Vista
Church

Monday:

1Tm 2:1-8; Ps 28:2,7,8-9; Lk 7:1-10

Tuesday:

1Tm 3:1-13; Ps 101:1b-2ab,2cd-

Wednesday

Friday:

1Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111:1-2,3-4,5-6; Lk
7:31-35
Eph 4:1-7,11-13; Ps 19:2-3,4-5, Mt
9:9-13
1Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49:6-7,8-10,17-

Saturday:

1Tm 6:13-16; Ps 100:1b-2,3,4,5; Lk

Sunday:

Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3,8-9,17-18
(18A); Phil 1:20c-24,27a; Mt 20:I-16a

Thursday:

Pray, always pray.
Your prayers are needed.
The Rosary is recited daily, Mon-Sat 8am in
the Church before Mass.
This week, lets pray for the daily rosary
group.
Christian Yoga and Meditation
Got Stress? Feel tight? Always wanted to try yoga?
Come join us on Monday mornings at 9:30 in the
Mullen Commons Vista Room for yoga. We do very
gentle stretching yoga, breath exercises, and
laughter yoga.
Then from 11:00 to 11:30AM, join us for a guided
meditation based on the Week’s scripture which
includes a prayer for world peace. Make a difference
in your life and the world.
Come for one part or both. Relax and deepen your
experience of God.
Questions? Call Sharon at 925-938- 8349.
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Pray for the Deceased

Pray for the Sick
May those who are in need of our prayers, place their trust and faith in
the comforting presence of the Lord.
Judy & Larry Balbierz
Margaret Glueck
Tom Passow
Marianna Bechold
Alicia Dennis Green
Mike Pollard
Chuck Bobinecz
Mark & Norm Jokerst
Mary Schaub
Doris Cherian
Joseph Klaczynski
Philippe Sorenson
Daniel Cruz
Bob Mason
Karen Thiess
Violet Deborje
Bob Matula
Michele Thompson
Bill Dennis
Ann Narloch
Maria Urrea
Joyce Fellows
Dexter Maclang Nguyen Jack & Sharla Vohs
Pamela Ferrill
Orlando Martinez

Let us remember those from our parish family who have
died recently and returned to the Lord. We give thanks for
theirs lives and offer comfort to their families.
Bob Beaton

Tadeusz Walerowski

Faustina Mazzetti
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MOMS MINISTRY FALL SERIES:
Join us as we explore Sacred Marriage, by Gary Thomas, to draw us closer to our Lord and in turn, to help
create greater closeness between husband and wife. Gain insight from practical ideas to enrich and
deepen our relationships by nourishing our spirits first. Feel free to join the discussion even if you have not
done the reading.
Children are always welcome. Bring a friend!
We meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 9:30-11am in the Lower Commons. Dates: Sep 20,
Oct 4, 18, Nov 1, 15, Dec 6. Sign up at www.sjvianney.org or by calling the Parish Office at 925-939-7911.
For more information contact: sjvmomsministry@gmail.com.

SENIOR SOCIAL:
The September Senior Social is Sept. 22nd, 11:30 – 2:30 pm in Mullen Commons. Come hang out, socialize, and meet new
people. This is also a great opportunity to renew and invigorate old friendships. Singles, widows, widowers, divorced, separated,
and couples are all welcome. The cost is $5 and includes lunch. You can sign up at www.SJVianney.org or by calling the office at
(925) 939-7911.
Also mark your calendars for the Senior Socials for the remainder of 2017: Oct. 27, and Nov. 17, 2017.

SENIOR BOOK CLUB:
The Senior Social sponsors a Senior Book Club that meets for an hour after lunch at each social. To join you just
read the book of the month and show up. The books for the next two months are: September - “The Tea Girl of
Hummingbird Lane” by Lisa See; October - “The Language of Flowers“ by Vanessa Diffenbaugh.

MENTOR COUPLE PROGRAM:
The Family Life Ministry is actively launching a Mentor Couple Program. If you are a new parishioner or recently married and would
like someone to journey with you as you get to know SJV, please let us know. We are also actively recruiting mentor couples. More
information is available on the website.
If you are interested, please contact Jerry Mellin at jerryfmellin@gmail.com or at (925) 787-8865.
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What is Alpha & Why should I care?
Alpha is an opportunity to explore life and the Christian faith
in a friendly, open and informal environment. No pressure.
No follow up. No charge. Alpha runs in churches, coffee bars,
shops and homes all over the world. Typically, Alpha has
about eleven sessions and includes food, a short video
presentation and time at the end where you can share your
thoughts. The Alpha Course is open to anyone – those who
currently have a faith connection or those who are curious
about exploring Christianity but are not yet ready to commit to
church.
St. John Vianney has begun running the Alpha course
Wednesday evenings and will continue through November
15. The sessions will be held in Mullen Commons (behind the
church) and will begin with a free dinner at 7 pm. The
sessions should last until 9 pm. Please feel free to join us for
any or all of the sessions.
If you’ve found your curiosity is piqued, please drop in any
Wednesday evening.
This Wednesday’s Topic:
Why Did Jesus Die?

*Classes begin in October, a detailed calendar to follow

Faith Formation registration for the 2017-2018 academic year
continues….
You may come by the office or register online via our parish
website www.sjvianney.org.
Reconciliation/First Eucharist your first gathering is this
Sunday, September 17 following the 11 am Mass in Mullen
Commons. Confirmation classes also begin this Sunday,
September 17 at 3 pm in the Faith Formation all. All other
classes begin in October.
Questions and concerns about Faith Formation registration
should be directed to the Faith Formation Office:
Karalee Keefer at kkeefer@sjvianney.org
(925) 939-7911 ext. 124.
Blessings,
Faith Formation Team

Questions, contact Liz Rogers, lrogers@sjvianney.org or call
(925) 939-7911 ext. 125

Refugee Resettlement
Special Collection September 23/24

Ministry Faire Update

Thanks to your generosity, St. John Vianney has been able to
help a refugee family from Afghanistan over the past 11
months. This family came on a Special Immigrant Visa (SIV),
meaning that their lives were threatened for the father’s having
served as a translator for the U. S. military there. We were
able to help them find a place to live, furnish the apartment,
provide housewares and other necessities, a car, and help with
job searches and all the appointments that new immigrants
must attend, and help with the rent until both parents were
employed. Although the father would still greatly appreciate job
leads in information technology (he has a computer science
degree and experience), they are now making ends meet on
their own.

Thank you for taking the time out of your weekend to visit
the ministry faire and getting to know a little more about the
numerous opportunities to serve in our parish community.
This past weekend’s Ministry Faire was a huge success due
to your robust participation and we are beyond grateful. We
had over 150 signups for various ministries! Follow-up with
those who signed up is in process, but if there are any
immediate questions that you have about a ministry (s) you
signed up for please call or e-mail Debbie Mellin in the SJV
office at dmellin@sjvianney.org (925) 939-7911 (ext 103)
Thank you again for your support of the Ministry Faire and
ongoing support and dedication to our parish.
Stewardship Team/SJV Staff

Our team is willing to help a second refugee family. Only
refugee families with a Special Immigrant Visa are permitted to
come right now, so we know that they would also be people
who are in trouble for having helped our troops. But we are
now out of funds. If you wish to enable our doing this again,
please contribute to a special collection for that purpose this
weekend, September 23-24. Thank you very much for your
past and present generosity.

Stewardship and the Gospel
Today’s Gospel reading continues Jesus’ instructions on being good stewards of others – the
direction that if we love Jesus Christ, we must forgive an individual 77 times. The reading
compels us to consider one of the most difficult practices of Christian discipleship. Forgiveness
is the way of Jesus, the way of the cross. Vengeance, bitterness and hatred seem so much
easier and certainly more desirable. Forgiveness is a hard road to travel, but it is the only road
that leads to life in Christ. Consider this week who you need to forgive.

What do I have to give?

Excerpt from Tracy Earl Welliver
In our parish communities, we ask people to give of themselves more and more. We use St.
Paul’s image of the Body of Christ to illustrate how we all play a part in God’s Kingdom. We
express that the need is great and that the only way for us to succeed is to pull together. Then,
we express our frustrations behind the scenes because most people still don’t step forward.
One reason why is that many seated in our pews do not have an answer to the question, “What
do I have to give?”
How many people do you think feel that they have nothing to give in your parish?
With the average parish in the US only having about 7% engagement, let’s assume that number
is pretty high. Let’s begin with the fact that most Catholics have a poor sense of stewardship
when it comes to their finances. This is about more than what they put in the collection basket
each Sunday. This is about how they view all of their financial resources. Anemic offertory totals
are not the problem; it is a symptom of the problem.
Most people have no real sense of time.
Everyone seems to be equally busy, but that is impossible. In fact, most of us suffer from
mismanagement of time and procrastination. Time is a precious gift, so stewardship of that time
should be crucial for any mature disciple.
Too many people have no sense of their uniqueness and talents.
We are good at analyzing everyone else, but not ourselves. I have encountered too many
people to count over the years who said they would give of themselves to a parish, a charity, or
a civic organization, but they have nothing specific to give.
What is the answer?
Helping intentional disciples to lead a stewardship way of life. Stewardship is about more than a
formal campaign and ministry fair. It is about daily living as generous beings answering the call
of Jesus Christ no matter the cost.
It is a parish community’s responsibility to help people understand this life.
Parishes need to offer programs on financial planning and stewardship. All treasure is sacred,
not just that ends up in the offertory. We need to teach about time management and the benefits
of a prayer life. Walking with God more closely will not only refocus our time, but it will actually
provide us with seemingly more time as we slow down and hand over our days to God.
Then, we need to offer programs on discernment of talents and charisms. The Called and Gifted
program from the Siena Institute and Clifton StrengthsFinder© implementation and coaching
from places like Catholic Life and Faith and LPI can help people see the unique beings they are
and all the gifts God has given them to share. People can even find themselves liberated from a
false vision of who they thought they should be, embracing the real person that God created
and shaped in the Spirit.
If those in the pews can’t turn to the Church for assistance in living a stewardship way of life,
where else will they go? Begin changing your parish one person at a time and soon your
community will no longer see symptoms of a larger problem, but instead, fruits of stewardship
community. It will become a community of disciples that answers the question, “What do I have
to give?” with the answer, “Everything.”

